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TALES  FOR  CHILDREN* 


The  Piflure  for  Tale  the  Fir/!. 

A  breakfaft  table  furrounded  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weflon, 
and  a  woman  of  forrowful  appearance  plainly  drefled, 
Harry  Wefton,  a  boy,  fitting  in  a  muling  pofturej 
Sophia  fobbing  ;  and  two  leffer  girls  ftamping  on  the 
floor  with  their  feet.  —  A  teapot  and  cups  and  faucers 
on  the  table  ;  and  a  dog  lying  on  the  hearth. 


THE  DISAPPOINTMENT. 

JiT  had  been  cuftomary  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wefton,  to  treat  their  children  with  ah 
excurfion  into  the  country  during  the  Mid- 
fummer  holidays.  From  fome  unexpe6led 
engagements,  this  indulgencehad  been  poft- 
poned  till  the  time  was  nearly  arrived  for 
A  2  'their 
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their  return  to  fchool ;  and  Mafter  Harry 
took  the  liberty  one  morning,  at  breakfaft, 
to  remind  his  father  of  the  happy  day  that 
they  had  once  pafled  at  Richmond.  This 
delicate  reproof  of  Harry's  had  the  effeft  that 
he  intended  it  fhould  have:  Mr.  Wefton 
walked  immediately  to  the  counting-houfe, 
with  an  intention  of  regulating  his  bufinefs, 
and  giving  fuch  neceffary  orders  to  his  clerks 
as  fhould  enable  him,  without  inconvenience 
to  himfelf,  to  accompany  his  wife,  and  the 
little  folks  to  Croydon  fair  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Having  made  this  arrangement  to  his  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  he  called,  in  his  way  home,  at 
the  White  Lion,  and  ordered  a  glafs  coach 
to  be  at  his  houfe  by  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

After  dinner  he  acquainted  the  family 
with  what  he  had  been  doing  for  their  plea- 
fure,  and  hoped  that  no  unforefeen  circum- 
ftance  would  occur  to  difappoint  them  of 
their  jaunt. 

"  I  wifh  I  was  as  certain  of  a  thoufand 
a  year,"  faid  Harry  Wefton,  "  as  I  am  of 
going  to  Croydon  to-morrow." 

"  Though 
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"  Though  I  have  taken  every  precaution 
in  my  power  to  prevent  your  being  difap- 
pointed,  a  number  of  circumftances  may  a- 
rife  which  would  make.it  very  improper  for 
you  to  go;  and  I  wifh  you  never  to  be  ob- 
flinately  certain  of  any  thing,"  added  Mr. 
Weft  on. 

"  But  why,  Harry,"  inquired  his  mother, 
"  do  you  wifh  for  a  thoufand  a  year?  or  how 
do  you  know  that  your  father  will  not  allow 
you  that  fum  when  you  are  a  man?" — "  Be- 
caufe,"  replied  Harry,  "  my  nurfe,  Jenny 
Phipps,  told  me,  that  my  fortune  was  fpoilt 
when  Sophia  was  born;  and  fince  that  time, 
I  have  had  a  great  many  more  fifters;  but 
after  Jenny  Phipps  was  fent  away  I  never  at- 
tempted to  pinch  them  in  the  cradle;  for  I 
thought  the  new  nurfe  would  tell  you,  and 
get  me  a  whipping." 

"  Jenny  Phipps  was  a  very  ignorant  and 
a  very  cruel  woman;  and  I  have  to  blame 
myfelf  for  not  being  more  in  my  nurfery, 
and  thereby  finding  her  out  fooner." 

"  This  is  not  exactly  the  time  for  con- 

feffion,"  added  Mr.  Wefton.     »  Children  of 

A  3  their 
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their  age,  my  dear,  will  take  an  advantage 
of  this  maternal  omiffion." 

Mrs.  Wefton  did  not  feel  the  force  of 
her  hufband's  obfervation;  but,  inftead  of 
arguing  the  point  with  him,  afked  Harry  to 
aflign  his  reafon  for  wifhing  to  have  a  large 
fortune. 

"  That  I  might  ride  in  a  fine  coach,  and 
keep  hounds  and  hunters,"  replied  Harry. 

"  Then  I'll  tell  you  a  ftory,  which  I 
know  to  be  a  very  true  one,"  faid  his 
mother. 

Mr.  Spend-all  was  the  fon  of  a  reputable 
tradefman,  in  Shropfhire.  He  was  educated 
at  a  grammar  fchool,  and  gave  early  fymp- 
toms  of  a  very  good  capacity:  He  had  for  a 
companion  one  Charles  Blount,  who  lived 
in  the  fame  village;  and  all  the  money  they 
had  given  them  was  fpent  in  purchafing 
"books  and  maps. 

It  was  a  great  comfort  to  the  parents  of 
thefe  boys,  to  obferve  that  their  amufements 
•were  of  fo  rational  a  kind,  and  that  their 
time  was  wholly  occupied  by  thofe  ftudies 

which 
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which  would  be  a  refource  for  them  in  a  lei- 
fnre  hour,  at  every  period  of  their  lives. 

It  happened,  however,  unfortunately  for 
Percival  Spend-all,  that  Charles  Blount's 
father  died  ;  and,  as  his  widow's  income  was 
very  limited,  it  was  neceflary  that  (lie  (hould 
remove  from  Drayton  to  Montgomery,  to  he 
near  fome  opulent  relations  who  were  dif- 
pofed  to  affift  her.  The  youths  took  an  af- 
fcftionate  leave  of  each  other,  and  hoped 
that  they  (hould  meet  again  at  Oxford;  as 
both  of  them  were  intended  for  the  church. 

They  continued  to  acquaint  one  another 
with  their  purfuits  and  their  attainments, 
till  the  correfpondence  was  evidently  tedious 
on-Percival's  fide;  and  when  Charles  Blount 
remonftrated  with  him  about  his  coolnefs, 
young  Spend-all  confefled  that  he  had  form- 
ed an  intimacy  with  Lord  Lupin's  fon, 
which  left  him  neither  time  nor  inclination 
for  fo  dull  an  employ. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spend-all  had  perceiv- 
ed their  fon's  indifference  increafe  towards 
Charles  Blount,  in  proportion  as  Lord  Robert 
noticed  him ;  and  they  advifed  their  boy 
not  to  be  too  intimate  with  him  till  he 

gained 
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gained  a  better  chara&er  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  but,  as  Percival  had  penetration 
enough  to  difcover  that  his  parents  were 
flittered  by  this  connexion,  he  gave  himfelf 
no  thought  about  their  orders. 

Lord  Robert  was  at  home  four  months 
in  the  year,  befide  having  occafional  holi- 
days when  his  mother  Lady  Lupin  was  fud- 
denly  indifpofed,  or  had  a  party  of  friends 
with  her:  Mr.  Jenkins,  his  fchool-mafter, 
did  not  approve  of  this  innovation  ;  but,  as 
he  was  too  fond  of  the  ufuai  fare  at  the  hall, 
roaft  beef  and  plum-pudding,  to  lofe  his 
Sunday's  dinner  there,  he  fubmitted  to  her 
Ladyfhip's  whims. 

It  was  not  the  firil  nor  the  fecond  de- 
mand for  money  that  convinced  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spend-all  of  their  miftake,  in  fuppofing 
that  Lord  Robert's  friendfhip  could  be  of 
ufe  to  their  child  :  and  as  the  difcovery  was 
not  made,  till  the  effe&s  were  too  vifible, 
they  threatened  to  puniQi  him  feverely  if  he 
affociated  with  Lord  Robert  any  longer. 

This  cruel  prohibition  was  whifpered  in 
Lady  Lupin's  ear;  and  my  Lord  Lupin,  who 
was  a  mere  cypher  in  his  family,  was  direft- 

ed 
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ed  to  interfere  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spend-all, 
and  to  promife  them  his  intereft  to  procure 
Percival  a  living  when  he  (hould  be  prepared 
for  holy  orders. 

This  propofal  was  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  be  rejected,  and  Lord  Robert  and 
Percival  were  infeparable  again  :  but,  as 
Lady  Lupin  only  permitted  him  to  dine 
with  them  when  there  was  no  other  com- 
pany, he  fpent  many  miferable  hours  at 
home,  where  the  fimple  diet  and  homely  fer- 
vants  reminded  him  of  the  dainties  and  the 
powdered  footmen  at  the  hall :  and,  having 
loft  his  tafte  for  reading  and  drawing,  he 
ufed  to  faunter  about  the  houfe  lamenting 
that  he  was  not  a  fine  gentleman. 

About  the  time  that  Percival  was  equip- 
ped for  Oxford,  a  relation  of  Mr.  Spend-all's 
died  abroad,  immenfely  rich,  and,  to  their 
great  furprize,  left  his  money  to  Percival, 
whom  he  had  never  feen.  This  unexpe6led 
change  of  circumftances  procured  him  free 
admiffion  to  the  hall  whenever  he  chofe  ; 
and  Mr.  Percival  Spend-all  became  fuch  a 
neceflary  perfon  there,  to  drink  with  the  fox- 
hunters  when  Lord  Lupin  was  indifpofed 
with  the  gout,  and  to  go  out  with  Lady 

Lupin 
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Lupin  when  (he  was  not  in  the  humour  to 
drive  four  in  hand,  that  he  was  prevailed % 
upon  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  being  a  cler- 
gyman, and  to  purchafe  a  houfe  near  them, 
which  Lady  Lupin  furnifhed  in  a  very  ex- 
penfive  manner  at  his  requeft. 

As  Mr.  Percival  Spend-all  was  now  the 
fecond  great  man  in  the  village  of  Hodnet, 
he  did  not  altogether  like  his  father's  being 
in  bufinefs  at  Drayton,  and  propofed  that  he 
fhould  follow  Mrs.  Blount  to  Montgomery, 
and  live  there  upon  the  property  that  he 
had  acquired,  and  the  intereft  of  a  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  promifed  to  allow  them. 
They  confented  to  leave  Drayton ;  but  re- 
fufed  his  other  offer,  as  they  did  not  chufe 
to  receive  any  favors  from  a  fon  who  feemed 
afhamed  to  acknowledge  them. 

Mr.  Percival  Spend-all  was  now  alter- 
nately at  New-Market,  in  London,  at  fome 
fafhionable  watering-place,  or  at  the  hall 
with  the  Lupins.  His  own  adjoining  hunt- 
ing box  was  little  frequented  by  him  after 
he  had  done  admiring  the  elegance  of  the 
furniture;  and  the  few  books  that  he  had  in 
his  library  grew  mouldy  for  want  of  being 
looked  into.' 

But, 
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But,  notwithftanding  he  fpent  fo  little 
money  in  houfekeeping  ;  kept  his  fervants 
pn  board  wages,  which  prevented  them  from 
'wafting  his  fubftance;  and  never  gave  any 
thing  to  the  poor  in  the  parifh  of  Hodnet, 
except  what  the  tax-gatherer  demanded;  yet 
Mr.  Percival  was  often  very  much  diflreiled 
for  cafh:  And  happening,  under  one  of  thefe 
embarraffments,  to  apply  to  the  Lupins,  he 
was  not  only  refufed  the  loan  of  a  fmall  fum, 
but  was  given  to  underftand  that  his  com- 
pany at  the  hall  would  be  difpenfed  with  in 
future;  as  it  was  proper,  Lady  Lupin  faid, 
that  Lord  Robert  (hould  affociate  only  with 
young  men  of  charafter. 

Mortified  by  their  contempt,  he  fled  to 
the  gaming-table,  as  the  only  employ  that 
could  banifh  refle&ion ;,  and  he  continued 
this  deftru&ive  practice  till  he  had  but  five 
hundred  pounds  left  of  the  whole  property 
which  his  relation  had  bequeathed  him. 

This  was  a  very  fmall  pittance  for  a  man 
of  his  extravagant  turn  to  divide  among  his 
feveral  tradefmen,  who  fent  their  bills  in  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year ;  and,  as  he  had  neither 
friends  nor  credit,  the  law  took  its  courfe, 
•and  he  was  conduced  to  a  jail.  Here  he 

remained 
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remained  till  the  tidings  of  his  difgrace 
reached  Montgomery,  when  Charles  Blount 
humanely  offered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spend-all  to 
advance  the  money  to  Mr.  Percival's  credi- 
tors, and  to  drive  him  from  London  to  Mont- 
gomery in  a  curricle.  This  generous  offer  was 
thankfully  accepted  by  the  almofl  broken- 
hearted parents  of  this  miftaken  and  now 
humbled  young  man  :  And  when  the  Rev. 
Charles  Blount  (for  he  was  now  a  Re&or) 
opened  the  maffy  door,  and  beheld  the  youth, 
whom  he  had  only  known  in  his  amiable 
days,  among  an  order  of  Beings  felefted  from 
mankind  for  their  irregularity  and  vice,  he' 
fhed  a  tear  of  humanity  over  the  unhappy 
prifoner,  and,  in  as  few  words  as  poffible, 
acquainted  him  with  his  journey  to  London. 

Even  Percival,  impenetrable  as  he  was 
to  remorfe,  was  properly  affe&ed  with  Mr. 
Blount's  goodnefs ;  and,  after  the  creditois 
had  been  paid,  and  Percival  was  made  a  little 
more  decent  at  Mr.  Blount's  expenfe,  they 
hurried  back  to  Montgomery  ;  but  his  inter- 
view with  his  parents  .was  too  diftreffing  to 
be  defcribed.  They  received  him,  however, 
as  the  Prodigal  Son  was  received  ;  and,  though 
they  had  no  fatted  calf  to  kill  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  they  teftified  their  joy  by  their  defire 

to 
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to  make  him  as  happy  as  their  circumfcribed 
income  would  allow. 

It  cannot  be  wondered,  however,  that 
Mr.  Percival's  follies  ftared  him  in  the  face 
when  he  was  fubfifting  upon  the  bounty  of 
thofe  parents  whom  in  his  prosperity  he  had 
negle&ed.  His  health,  which  had  been  im- 
paired by  his  riotous  living,  grew  worfe  every 
year ;  and  at  the  age  of  thirty  he  ended  an 
exiflence  which  had  been  embittered  by  his 
own  imprudencies ;  leaving  a  warning  to  all 
.little  Gentlemen  who  wifh  for  nothing  fo 
much  as  hounds  and  hunters,  and  who  con- 
ceive that  there  is  fomething  very  charming 
in  having  a  fine  gilt  coach  to  loll  in,  or 
fomething  very  delightful  in  driving  a  fmart 
phaeton  up  and  down  Bond-Street. 

The  children,  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
liftening  very  attentively  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wefton  when  they  were  addrefling  them, 
thanked  their  mother  for  the  melancholy 
but  inftru&ive  account  that  fhe  had  given 
them;  and  Harry  Wefton  obferved,  it  was 
plain  that  Mr.  Percival  was  neither  a  better 
uor  a  happier  man  for  his  riches. 

B  "  That 
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"  That  remark  of  your's,  Harry,  pleafes 
me  very  much,"  faid  Mr.  Wefton  ;  "  as  it 
implies  that  you  diftinguidi  between  the  ufe 
and  abufe  of  money,  and  convinces  me  that 
you  perfe6lly  underftand  the  hiftory  of  this 
young  profligate,  which  I  was  afraid  was  ra- 
ther above  your  comprehenfion." 

"  But,  I  wifh,"  faid  Sophia,  "  that  you 
would  (hew  us  the  place  where  that  good- 
natured  Mr.  Blount  lived," 

11  He  refided  in  Wales,  my  dear  Sophia  ; 
and  if  you  will  bring  your  map  we  will  find 
out  Montgomery." 

Mrs.  Wefton  obferved,  that  it  was  quite 
time  they  fhould  ring  for  tea ;  for  the  chil- 
dren ought  to  go  rather  earlier  to  bed  than 
ufual,  as  they  would  be  much  fatigued  on 
the  following  day  with  the  buftle  and  noife 
of  the  fair. 

The  young  folks  very  readily  confented 
to  this,  as  they  wiflied  to  be  up  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  the  coach  might 
not  wait  for  them  ;  but  Mrs.  Wefton  ob- 
je&ed  to  that  fcheme,  as  (he  remarked,  very 
properly,  that  it  would  unfit  them  for  the 

diverfions 
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diverfions  of  the  day,  to  rife  an  hour  be- 
fore their  accuftomed  lime. 

While  Mr.  Wefton  was  winding  up  his 
watch,  a  very  loud  knock  was  heard  at  the 
door,  and  the  great  Newfoundland  Dog  made 
a  moft  hideous  noife.  Mrs.  Wefton  was  a- 
larmed,  and  ran  into  the  parlour  to  acquaint 
her  hufband  that,  from  her  chamber  window, 
fhe  had  perceived  among  a  crowd  of  ill-look- 
ing people  a  female  that  refembled  the  un- 
happy Mrs.  Wilmot. 

"  Mrs.  Wilmot!"  exclaimed  the  compaf- 
fionate  Mr.  Wefton,  "  then  we  muft  let  her 
in  at  ail  events  ,•  for  (he  has  no  friends  be- 
fide  us  in  the  whole  world  ;  and,  though 
(he  has  been  unfortunate,  fhe  is  goodnefs 
itfelf." 

Richard,  the  fervant,  had  accordingly 
orders  to  inquire  if  her  name  was  Wilmot  ; 
but  he  foon  returned  to  tell  them  that  fhe 
was  a  crazy  woman  ;  and  that  the  mob  did 
not  know  her  name. 

Mr.  Wefton  now  ventured  to  open  the 

front  door,  and  to  afk   the   reafon   of  their 

difturbing  his  family   at  fo  late  an   hour  ; 

B  2  but 
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but,  before  he  could  receive  an  anfwer,  Mrs. 
Wilmot  rufhed  into  the  hall,  and,  pulling 
Mr.  Wefton  violently  by  the  coat,  (hut  the 
door  in  their  faces.  As  ftie  did  this,  Mr. 
Wefton  heard  a  man,  better  dreffed  than  the 
others,  fay  in  a  ftern  voice,  that  he  fhould 
defer  his  bufmefs  till  the  following  day. 

When  Mrs.  Wilmot  had  recovered  from 
her  fright,  (he  began  to  excufe  herfelf  for 
her  rudenefs,  by  afluring  them  that  the  exi- 
gency of  her  fituation  compelled  her  to  make 
their  houfe  an  atylum;  but  Mr.  Wefton  in- 
fifted  that  fhe  fhould  try  to  compofe  herfelf, 
adding,  that  they  would  patiently  hear  her 
hardfhips  detailed  at  breakfaft  time,  and  that 
he  would  redrefs  them  if  poffible. 

When  they  were  affembled  in  the  morn- 
ing, Mrs.  Wilmot  informed  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wefton,  that  as  fhe  was  fitting  one  afternoon 
at  the  parlour  window,  at  her  lodgings  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fleet-Street,  working 
at  her  needle  and  brooding  over  her  misfor- 
tunes, (he  was  furprized  by  the  voice  of  a 
mendicant  whofe  countenance  was  familiar 
to  her.  He  was  aged  and  infirm,  tattered 
and  dirty:  "  yet,"  continued  Mrs.  Wilmot, 
"  my  heart  yearned  with  more  than  ordinary 
pity  at  his  plaintive  lamentations. 
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"  Upon  queftioning  him  as  to  the  occa- 
fion  of  his  diftreffes,  he  related  this  fimple 
narrative : 

"  Having  for  fome  years  fpent  more 
than  the  profits  of  my  bufmefs  amounted 
to;  and  obferving,  that,  without  I  was  able 
to  invent  fome  plan  that  would  repair  my 
broken  fortune,  I  muft  inevitably  be  a  bank- 
rupt, I  made  a  defperate  effort,  and  laid  out 
all  my  cafh  in  purchafing  lottery  tickets. 
But  as  they  all  came  up  blanks,  or  only 
trifling  prizes,  I  was  the  moft  wretched  of 
beings,  having  fquandered  away  the  money 
which  I  ought  to  have  put  to  a  better  pur- 
pofe.  Having  nothing  but  mifery  before 
me,  therefore,  I  left  my  wife  and  child  at 
the  mercy  of  my  creditors,  and,  enlifting 
for  a  foldier  at  a  market  town  that  1  paifed 
through,  fought  nobly  for  my  country  du- 
ring the  American  War. 

"  Through  the  inattention  of  the  fur- 
geon,  I  was  left  in  the  field  of  battle  as  dead  ; 
and  (hould  have  breathed  my  laft  there,  if  a 
very  young  Officer  had  not  feen  a  miniature 
pi&ure  fufpended  to  my  neck  by  a  blue 
ribband.  It  was  fet  in  Gold,  ornamented 
B  3  with 
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with  a  double  row  of  diamonds,   and  had  a 
beautiful  lock  of  hair  at  the  back  of  it. 

"  The  fingularity  of  feeing  a  pi&ure  of 
fuch  value  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  common 
foldier  faved  my  life.  The  Officer  command- 
ed his  fervant  to  carry  me  to  the  firft  houfe 
upon  the  road  that  would  accommodate  a 
fick  man,  with  a  ftrift  charge  that  no  one 
fhould  take  the  pifture  from  my  neck  till 
he  arrived. 

"  In  a  few  days  after  this  very  extraor- 
dinary occurrence  he  entered  the  room  where 
1  was  fitting,  made  minute  enquiries  about 
the  miniature,  and  appeared  loft  in  thought 
when  I  acknowledged  to  him,  after  anfwering 
a  thoufand  hurrying  queftions  which  he  put 
to  me,  that  it  was  the  counter-part  of  my 
daughter. 

"  After  obtaining  from  me  the  particu- 
lars of  my  misfortunes,  and  the  name  of  the 
ftreet  in  which  I  had  left  my  wife  and  child, 
he  put  ten  guineas  into  my  hand,  to  enable 
me  to  difcharge  my  expences  when  I  fhould 
be  fufficiently  recovered  to  quit  the  habita- 
tion I  was  then  in. 
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"  By  fhort  ftages  I  reached  this  inhofpi- 
table  city;  and  could  only  learn,  that  my 
wife  was  in  the  filent  grave,  and  that  my 
daughter  was  married  to  an  officer  that  an- 
fwered  the  defcription  of  him  who,  by 
fnatching  me  from  death,  prolonged  my 
miferies  and  increafed  my  crimes;  and  that 
after  having  taken  her  out  of  a  comfortable 
family  where  fhe  was  companion  to  an  elderly 
Lady,  he  formed  an  intimacy  with  a  let  of 
(harpers,  went  abroad,  and  left  her  to  itrug- 
gle  with  her  misfortunes. 

"  In  this  inhofpitable  city  (for  fo  I  muft 
again  call  it,  though  I  confefs  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  mifery  and  wretchednefs)  I  have 
been  a  vagabond  for  many  years  ;  I  rife  in  a 
morning  without  any  human  certainty  of 
tafting  a  morfel  of  bread  ;  but  grim  famine 
(hall  never  take  from  me  what  is  dearer  to 
thefe  eyes  than  the  fun  in  the  firmament." 

He  heaved  a  deep  figh,  and  ended  his 
narration.  "  Is  it  poffible,"  I  exclaimed, 
taking  him  by  the  arm,  "  that  your  name 
is  Howard?"  Upon  which  he  drew  from  his 
bofom  the  lineaments  of  a  face  which  I  hud 
often  feen  in  my  glafs,  though  now  fo  to- 
tally changed  by  the  ravages  of  grief. 

"  The 
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"  The  fafh,  which  had  been  opened  du- 
ring this  converfation,  now  ferved  me  as  a 
paflage into  the  ftreet ;  but  fcarcely  had  we 
embraced  each  other,  before  a  hard-featured 
man  came  up,  and,  recognizing  my  father 
as  one  who  had  wronged  him  of  feveral  hun- 
dreds, he  followed  him  into  my  apartments, 
and,  terrifying  my  Landlady,  caufed  her  to 
turn  us  both  into  the  ftreet ;  when  my  father 
was  torn  from  me,  with  the  cruel  threat, 
that  if  the  money  was  not  paid  in  the  morn- 
ing he  (hould  end  his  days  in  a  prifon. 

"  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  your 
name  on  this  diftrefiing  occafion;  and  ven- 
tured to  fay,  that  he  might  wait  on  you  this 
morning  upon  the  bufmefs  ;  but  he  mif- 
trufted  my  word,  and  would  not  believe  that 
I  had  any  acquaintance  with  a  perfon  of 
your  refpe6lability  till  he  faw  me  enter 
your  houfe. 

"  I  perceive,"  faid  Mrs.  Wilmot,  fome- 
what  difconcerted,  "  that  1  have  done  wrong 
in  appointing  the  brutal  creditor  to  wait 
upon  you  ;  but  I  thought  that  my  father's 
concerns  might  be  taken  into  confideration 
in  your  extenfive  plans  for  alleviating  the 
affliaed  and  the  deftitute." 
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"  I  am  fincerely-  glad,  Mrs.  Wilmot, 
that  you  have  had  fuch  confidence  in  rny 
friendfhip  for  you ;  I  will  advance  the  fum 
till  I  am  able  to  colleft  it  among  my  friends, 
and  will  make  you  (with  much  pleafure)  an 
additional  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of 
your  poor  fuffering  father;  whom  I  am  cer- 
tain you  will  never  upbraid  with  his  follies 
and  indifcretions.  But,"  added  Mr.  Wefton, 
giving  a  (hrewd  look  at  his  children,  t(  it  is 
neceffary,  for  the  important  purpofe  of  ferv- 
ing  Mrs.  Wilmot,  that  I  fhould  remain  at 
home  all  the  morning." 

Harry  Wefton,  who  had  been  apprehen- 
five,  from  the  beginning  of  the  ftory,  that 
Mrs.  Wilmot's  diftreffing  fituatiori  would  re- 
quire his  father's  interference,  heard  his  de- 
claration with  a  manly  fortitude ;  but  Sophia 
fobbed  aloud,  and  Harriet  and  Helen  ftainpt 
the  floor  with  their  feet,  and  even  made  pert 
fpeeches  to  their  mother. 

Mr.  Wefton,  who  never  permitted  the 
children  to  behave  rudely  to  their  parent 
without  corre6ling  them  for  it,  defired  her 
to  ufe  the  rod  till  it  had  brought  them  to 
their  (enfes  ;  but  (he  ventured  for  once  to 
plead  for  them :  She  obferved  to  Mr. 

Wefton, 
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Wefton,  that  it  was  hardly  to  be  expefted, 
that  they  {houldinftantly  enter  into  his  bene- 
volent motive  for  breaking  the  promife  he 
made  them  yefterday ;  and  that,  as  they 
had  been  hurried  into  their  paffion  by  fur- 
prize  and  difappointment,  (he  wifhed  to  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  reafoning  with  them, 
rather  than  forced  to  the  painful  tafk  of 
chaftizing  them. 

Mr.  Wefton  faid,  that  (he  might  ufe  her 
own  difcretion  in  this  inftance  ;  but  he  was 
an  advocate  for  implicit  obedience  before 
they  were  able  to  diftinguifh  between  right 
and  wrong. 

While  Mr.  Wefton  was  adjufting  mat- 
ters with  Mr.  Howard's  creditor,  his  wife 
endeavoured  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  children,  by  telling  them  how  very  much 
diftreffed  Mrs.  Wilmot  muft  have  been  if 
their  father  had  not  ftayed  at  home  to  pre- 
vent wicked  men  from  hurting  her.  They 
gave  her  a  patient  hearing;  and,  when  Har- 
riet and  Helen  wifhed  it  had  happened  on 
any  other  day  but  that,  Sophia  reproved 
them,  and  faid,  that  now  that  (he  under- 
ftood  how  cruel  the  naughty  man  intended 
to  be  to  Mrs.  Wilmot,  (he  was  very  glad 

that 
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that  they  were  not  fet  out  to  Croydon  ;  for 
fhe  fuppofed  nobody  could  have  found  her 
father  in  fo  great  a  crowd  as  there  always  was 
at  a  fair,  and  then  poor  Mrs.  Wilmot  and 
her  aged  parent  would  have  been  fent  to 
prifon. 

It  was  with  particular  fatisfa&ion  that 
Mrs.  Wilmot  related  this  converfation  to 
her  hufband  after  the  children  were  fent  in- 
to the  garden ;  and  Mr.  Wefton  was  almoft 
a  convert  to  his  wife's  fyftem  of  education  ; 
which  was,  not  to  demand  more  from  human 
nature  than  the  degenerated  ftate  of  man- 
kind authorized  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  youth  to  expe6l. 

As  Mr.  Wefton  had  been  fuccefsful  in 
making  Mr.  Howard  and  Mrs.  Wilmot  inde- 
pendent of  the  landlady  and  the  griping 
Mr.  Hobhoufe,  he  devoted  the  evening  to 
his  children  ;  a  gratification  which  his  exten- 
five  bufmefs  feldom  allowed  him  :  the  maps 
were  placed  on  the  large  dining-table,  and  the 
young  party  travelled  from  one  country  to 
another,  till  they  totally  forgot  the  difap- 
p  ointment. 


The  Pifiure  for  Tale  tbc  ScconJ. 

A  bed,  with  a  table  by  the  fide  of  it  full  of  medicines 
and  cordials.  The  curtain  open  at  the  feet  of  the 
bed  ;  andfMaria  difcovered  bolftered  up  pretty  high 
upon  the  pillow.  A  chimney-piece  flored  with  full 
and  empty  phials.  An  eafy  chair  with  the  Nurfe 
afleep  in  it;  the  window  curtains  drawn,  and  a  lamp 
burning. 
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the  clofe  of  a  very  fultry  day,  as 
Mrs.  Willoughby  and  her  two  daughters, 
Maria  and  Catherine,  were  enjoying  the  re- 
frefhing  breezes  on  Barnham  Downs,  they 
were  furprized  by  a  voice  of  diftrefs  which 
reached  their  ears  from  a  miferable  hut  at  a 
little  diflance  from  the  place  where,  after  a 
longer  walk  than  they  were  accufiomed  to 
take,  they  had  feated  themfelves. 

Mrs.  Willoughby  was  a  devout  Chrif- 
tian  ;  and,  as  Providence  had  placed  her  in 
a  fituation  of  life  which  gave  her  the  power  of 
being  very  ufeful  to  her  fellow-creatures, 
(he  employed  the  talents  entrufied  to  her 

care, ' 
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care,  and  dealt  out  her  bread  to  the  hungry 
with  a  beneficent  hand,  till  it  was  as  natural 
for  her  to  feek  opportunities  of  fuccouring 
the  unfortunate,  as  it  was  for  her  children 
to  fhun  every  fcene  of  mifery  that  would 
extort  a  promife  of  afliftance. 

The  Mifs  Willoughbys,  like  fome  other 
young  ladies  who  have  had  every  advantage 
that  a  religious  education  and  the  example  of 
an  excellent  mother  could  afford  them,  were 
yet  fo  fond  of  adorning  their  perfons,  and 
drefling  in  the  extreme  of  the  fafhion  (how- 
ever often  or  fudden  the  tranfition  from  one 
mode  to  another  might  be),  that  they  were 
uncharitable,  for  one  reafon,  from  poverty; 
for,  though  their  father  made  them  a  very 
handfome  allowance,  they  never  had  any 
money  in  their  purfes. 

This  inconvenient  plan  might  have  been 
more  excufable  if  it  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  demands  of  fuffering  merit ;  but  their 
Vanity  was  the  moft  expenfivePenfioner  they 
had  :  this  was  gratified  at  all  events  ;  and  if 
a  few  pence  •  out  of  many  pounds  were 
thrown  with  a  difdainful  air  into  the  hat 
of  a  blind  man,  or  into  the  apron  of  a  lit- 
tle ihoe-lefs  beggar,  they  thought  even  that 
c  was 
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was  doing  more  than  was   quite  neceffdry  to 
be  done. 

They  had,  ofcourfe,  no  inclination  to 
accompany  their  mother  to  this  wretched 
dwelling,  where  tattered  cafements,  and 
every  other  appendage  of  poverty,  befpoke 
the  mifery  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mrs.  Willo'jghby,  however,  commanded 
them  to  attend  her  ;  but  they  requefted  per- 
miffion  to  loiter  about  the  uncultivated  ipot 
of  earth  before  the  hut,  (for  it  was  the 
garden  of  the  fluggard),  till  fhe  had  fatif- 
fied  her  curiofity.  This  requeft  was  com- 
plied with;  and  when  Mrs.  Willoughby  re- 
turned to  them,  Maria  inquired  if  fhe  had 
not  found  the  room  very  clofe  and  offenfive? 

"  Very  much  fo,  Maria  ;  but  I  have  been 
amply  rewarded  in  faving  the  life  of  an  in- 
duftrious  woman,  the  mother  of  four  inno- 
cent babes." 

"  There  is  fo  much  impofition  among 
people  of  this  defcription,"  faid  Maria, 
"  that  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  when  you 
do  a  real  charity,  or  encourage  impofture." 
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"  I  think  there  little  doubt  in  this  cafe," 
faid  Mr,.  Wilioughby,  "  for  the  family  had 
not  a  morfel  of  bread  in  the  houfe,  nor  any 
money  to  bi  y  ..." 

"  Who  told  you  their  di final  ftory," 
;<:'ked  Catharine?  "  The  Children,"  211  f \vered 
Mrs.  Willoughby,  "  who  could  not  have 
been  inftiu&td  in  a  deception,  as  cur  arrival 
\vas  q.;iic  unsxpg&ed/1 

"  Where  is  their  Father?"  afked  Maria. 
•(  De i,l,"  rc[>Jicd  Mrs.  Wilioughby,  foine- 

\v:iat  h,:rt  at  their  q'.iefiions. 

Incredulous  as  fhefe  girls  attested  to  be, 
neitiier  of  tiiein  dii'btlieved  the  fact;  but,  as 
they  had  no  ca(li  to  produce  of  their  la  ft 
quarter's  allowance,  they  thought  their  in- 
credulity would  prevent  Mis.  Willoughby 
from  ai'king  them  to  contribute  a  few  (hil- 
lings towards  buying  a  bed  for  the  poor 
afflicted  Nanny  Tifdel,  who  llept  on  a  mat- 
trels  of  ft  raw,  without  any  other  covering 
than  what  her  own  fcanty  wardrobe  af- 
forded. 

Mrs.  Willoughby  was  very  uncomfort- 
able whenever  (he  difcovered  this  unfeeling 
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difpofition  in  her  daughters  ;  but,  as  Maria 
was  but  fourteen,  and  Catharine  not  fixteen, 
(he  ftill  flattered  herfeJf  that  a  few  years 
might  make  them  more  amiable  women  than 
her  fears  at  times  fuggefted  they  would  be. 

Age  and  time,  however,  produced  no 
amendment ;  they  grew  every  year  more  im- 
perious and  fcornful;  and  there  was  not  a 
milliner  or  drefs-maker  to  be  found,  that 
could  plea Pe  them  for  two  months  together. 

Though  they  were  extremely  beautiful, 
neither  of  them  had  an  admirer;  for  if  their 
faces  chanced  to  make  an  irapreffion,  their 
manners  were  fo  haughty  and  forbidding, 
that  the  fwains,  either  awed  or  difgufted, 
declined  making  any  propofals. 

About  the  time  when  it  was  the  rage  for 
young  ladies  to  go  into  public  as  if  they  had 
forgot  to  drefs  themfelves,  the  Mifs  Wil- 
loughbys  attra&ed  general  notice,  by  their 
cobweb  petticoats,  at  Lady  Livifton's  ball. 
A  buz  was  heard  on  their  entering  the  room  ; 
and,  before  they  had  completed  their  firft 
dance,  the  difapprobation  of  the  company 
was  fo  decided,  that  Lady  Livifton  was  ob- 
liged to  requeft  them  to  leave  the  houfe; 
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even  the  particular  friends  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
loughby,  who  had  borne  \vith  their  airs  on 
their  mother's  account,  refufed  to  countenance 
them  in  this  breach  of  delicacy;  and  the 
proud  Mil's  Willoughbys  were  neceflitated  to 
quit,  in  difgrace  and  confufion,  a  party  from 
whom  they  had  expe&ed  much  admiration. 

Their  mother  had  taken  advantage  of 
their  abfence  to  tranfaft  fome  bufmefs  with 
an  opjrjreffive  attorney,  who  was  on  the 
point  or'  turning  a  man,  his  wife,  and  feven 
children  into  the  ftreet  at  that  inclement  fea- 
"i  of  the  year,  becaufe  a  fall  which  this  la- 
bourer had  had,  by  flipping  from  thereof  of  a 
houfe  that  he  was  repairing,  had  incapaci- 
:aed  him  from  paying  his  rent  for  the  laft 
iix  weeks  with  his  ufual  regularity. 

She  had  not  feen  her  daughters  before 
they  left  home;  and,  as  they  had  the  art  to 
alter  their  cJrefs  before  their  mother  wit  netted, 
their  folly,  (he  was  totally  at  a  lofs  to  ac- 
count for  their  return  ;  but,  as  one  vice  is 
the  parent  of  another,  being  afhamed  to  con- 
fcfs  the  true  reafon,  they  invented  a  falfc- 
hood,  and  declared,  that  Lady  Livifton  h  id 
de fired  them  to  dance  \vith  two  young  men 
tn  nobody  knew,  and  who  had  intruded 
c  •>  f  them- 
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themfelves  there  uninvited.  Mrs.  Wil- 
loughby  commended  her  daughters  for  their 
prudence,  and  wondered  that  Lady  Livifton 
(hould  aft  fo  unlike  herfelf:  but,  as  her 
mind  was  continually  occupied  with  the 
concerns  of  her  own  family,  or  thofe  of  the 
poor,  (he  thought  no  more  of  it  that  night  ; 
and,  as  the  girls  had  their  reafons  for  not 
reminding  her  of  the  circumftance,  it  was 
totally  forgotten  till  one  morning,  as  fhe 
was  paying  a  vifit  to  a  very  intimate  friend 
and  chancing  to  mention  an  occurrence  that 
happened  on  the  night  of  Lady  Liviflon's 
ball,  Mrs.  Willoughby  exprefled  her  fur- 
prize  at  that  Lady's  conduft ;  and  an 
ecclairciflement  followed  which  terminated 
in  the  convi&ion  of  the  Mifs  Willoughbys* 

This  excellent  woman's  heart  was  with- 
out guile ;  and  fhe  flattered  herfelf,  even  in 
her  faddeft  moments,  that  there  was  a  tianf- 
parency  of  mind  in  Maria  and  Catharine. 
She  was,  therefore,  extremely  (hocked  to  find 
them  capable  of  fuch  duplicity;  and  began 
to  be  alarmed,  left  a  miftaken  indulgence  had 
made  her  in  forne  degree  anfwerable  for  their 
impiety. 

She 
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She  refle&ed,  indeed,  with  pleafure,  that 
fhe  had  been  particularly  fuccefsful  in  the 
governefs  which  had  luperintended  their 
education ;  but  die  was  convinced,  that  they 
had  been  introduced  into  public  before  the 
feeds  of  inftru£lion  had  taken  root ;  and  that 
entering  upon  a  life  of  pleafure  ere  their 
minds  were  formed  had  given  them  a  tafte 
for  drefs  and  (hew  which  had  been  of  mate- 
rial injury  to  them. 

She  recolle6led  too,  with  much  pain, 
that  when  fhe  firft  perceived  the  buddings 
of  vanity,  fhe  did  not  do  all  that  fhe  might 
have  done  towards  nipping  them.  She  con- 
tented herfelf  with  fetting  before  them  the 
infelicity  of  a  life  of  diffipation,  inftead  of 
abridging  them  of  the  money  which  enabled 
them  to  gratify  their  wifhes,  and  treated 
their  imprudences  with  more  lenity  than 
judgment. 

Mrs.  Willoughby  accounted  for  their  un- 
principled conduct,  in  a  very  rational  way; 
for  fhe  had  been  their  enemy,  by  having 
fpared  the  rod  of  corre&ion,  and  by  feeding 
their  vanity  with  one  hand,  while  fhe  point- 
ed to  the  path  of  wifdom  with  the  other. 

She 
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She  had,  however,  fo  often  declared  her 
abhorrence  of  a  lye,  that  (he  could  not  hope 
to  make  any  impreffion  upon  them  by  words; 
and,  therefore,  ihe  entrufted  Mr.  YVilloughby 
with  this  unpleafant  accufation. 

Mr.  Willoughby  was  a  man  of  the  ilrifl- 
eft  probity  and  virtue;  and,  if  lie  had  been 
accefliry  to  his  daughter's  tollies,  it  hsd  been 
only  by  taking  it  for  grjnled  that  Ixiis. 
Wilioughby  could  not  err. 

He  had  feen  fome  unlovely  trait?,  and 
would  have  been  extremely  moiti'ied  c^t  the 
eftimation  the  fafhionable  world  would  form 
refpefting  his  children  from  this  particular 
inftance,  if  he  had  not  perceived  that  this 
nnpropitious  occurrence,  though  prcgn2::t 
with  difgrace,  would  eventually  be  the  be- 
ginning of  a  reformation  of  manners,  and  be 
conducive  of  lafting  harmony  in  his  family. 

As  domeftic  comfort  was  his  ;:i:n,  he 
(mothered  his  anger  at  the  publicity  of  this 
milreprefentation,  and  with  an  unruffled 
countenance,  fummoned  Maria  and  Catha- 
rine into  his  ftudy. 

After 
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After  expatiating  upon  the  fin  and  the 
meannefs  of  taking  refuge  in  a  falfehood,  he 
convinced  them  of  the  propriety  of  retiring 
into  Bedfordfhire,  his  country  refidence. 

In  the  night  Maria's  bell  rang;  when  a 
light  was  procured  the  fervant  difcovered 
that  (he  was  dangeroufly  ill,  and  alarmed  her 
Matter,  She  afked  in  the  mod  fupplicating 
manner  for  a  glafs  of  water  to  cool  her 
parched  tongue ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days  the  Phyfician  who  attended  her  pro- 
nounced her  diforder  to  be  a  fever  of  the 
inoft  malignant  kind*  Every  fervant  in  the 
houfe  refufed  to  rifque  their  life  for  a  young 
Lady  who  had  never  conduced  herfelf  with 
civility  to  them,  and  who  had  been  only* 
obeyed  from  fear;  nor  could  a  nurfe  be 
procured  that  would  do  her  a  kind  office ;  till 
Nanny  Tifdel  waited  on  Mrs.  Willoughby, 
and  offered  to  attend  Mifs  Maria  during  her 
illnefs,  relying  upon  Providence  for  her 
fafety.  Mrs,  Willoughby  was  very  unwilling 
to  accept  of  this  propofal  on  account  of  the 
poor  woman's  children  ;  but  Mr.Willoughby 
infifted  upon  her  taking  fome  reft,  adding, 
that  if  Nanny  Tifdel's  goodnefs  was  attend- 
ed with  melancholy  confequences,  he  would 
be  a  father  to  the  poor  woman's  babes. 

When 
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When     this     cleanly    and     rnduftrious 
woman    drew  the  bed   curtain   aficle  to  give 
Mifs  Maria  her  medicine,   the  latter  for  the 
,.     .  .'.*  upbraided  herfeif.      lil 

as  (he  wis,   ine  had   a  per  feel   recollection  of 
the   unfeeling  diipofition  that    fhe    hud  clil- 
co-verrd  when    her    mother  informed   her  of 
!s  which  this  poor   woman  was  in, 
.he    i-e-ki&ance  thjt  fhe   h:id    m;:nl: 
st    coing  over  the  threihold    of  her   h:>bita- 
.       I  yet,"    laid  (he  mentiily  "  this 
only  wo:nL-:i  ih.:t    co:i!:i   Le  toun-J    to 
,    rv's  fatigues.    If  I  fiioi;Ll 
i  utd  tiie  humbled  and  chang- 

ed M::ii;-:,  "  I  hope  I  fhali  be  a  very  difiereiH 
creature   horn   whi:t    I  have  been." 

er    C'ith.ivine   ventured   into    the 

.     .*.c    attempted    to   imprefs     on    her 

.  much  they  had   been   miRaken  in 

,:ing  that  the  years  they  had  confumed 

.'. Briefs  and  nonfenfe    would  turn  to  any 

account;    and    lamented    ihut    Caih'i- 

vvho    v/as   cider  than  herfcif,     h^d  r.ot 

Q  her  a  better  example. 

Catharine  was  too  much  foftened  by  her 
fitter's  bodiiy  fufferings  and  compunction   of 
mind  to  make  her  any  reply  that  would  irri- 
tate 
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tile  her  feelings  and  increafe  her  diforder  ; 
and,  therefore,  (lie  foothed  her  with  pro- 
mi  fes  of  amendment,  till  at  laft  (he  began 
to  confider,  that  as  her  filler's  uneafinefs  and 
anxiety  on  this  fubjeft  mufl  be  the  refult  of 
reflection,  (he  was  more  intefefled  in  this 
daily  advice  than  The  had  at  firft  imagined. 

Reflexion  produced  remorfe ;  and,  be- 
fore Maria  was  able  to  quit  her  chamber, 
Catharine  had  made  a  fuit  of  baby  linen  for 
a  poor  woman  who  had  two  children  at  one 
birth,  befide  having  given  money  to  pay 
the  butcher  for  fome  meat  which  fhe  had 
ordered  to  make  broth  for  her  during  her 
confinement. 

Maria  recovered  very  flovvly  ;  but,  as  her 
phyfican  advifed  them  to  leave  town  as  foon 
as  poflible,  Mrs.  Nanny  Tifdel  was  hand- 
fomely  rewarded  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
loughby,  their  daughters,  and  all  their  fer- 
vants,  fet  off  for  Belville-Houfe. 

The  country  air  effected  a  happy  change 
upon  Maria's  conftitution,  which  had  been 
fo  enfeebled  by  the  dreadful  fever  (he  had 
had,  that  her  parents  began  to  fear  that  (lie 
would  not  be  continued  long  to  them.  Her 

cheeks, 
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cheeks,  however,  began  to  bloom  with  frefh- 
nefs  ;  while  ufeful  employment  greatly  con- 
tributed to  her  happinefs,  and  of  courfe  to 
her  health. 

They  eflablifhed  a  School  in  a  lodge 
which  was  at  the  entrance  of  their  pleafure- 
grounds ;  and,  though  they  placed  a  very 
worthy  woman  in  it,  occafionally  fuperin- 
tended  the  children  themfelves,  whom  they 
apprenticed  or  put  out  to  fervice  when  they 
could  read  and  work  to  their  fatisfaftion. 

They  were  the  firft  to  fubfcribe  to  the 
charity  which  fupplies  the  poor  with  molt 
excellent  foup  at  a  reafonable  price ;  and 
obtained  inftru&ions  from  the  houfe-keeper 
to  enable  them  to  teach  Mrs.  Johnfon  to 
make  it  better  than  (he  had  been  accuftomed 
to  make  it  without  increafing  the  expence. 

The  gratification  which  this  reform  gave 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willoughby,  will  be  beft 
conceived  by  thofe  parents  who  have  vain 
unthinking  daughters  of  their  own  to  teaze 
and  torment  them. 

They  now  heard  Mifs  Maria  play  her 
leffons  with  pleafure,  becaufe  they  knew  that 

a  whole 
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2  whole  morning  had  not  been  facrificed  to 
the  fplitting  of  a  quaver,  or  conquering  a 
bar:  And  when  Catharine  was  more  parti- 
cularly graceful  in  her  attitudes,  they  did 
not  feel  difgufted,  as  they  were  certain  that 
flie  had  not  been  pra&ifmg  them  at  her 
looking-glafs. 

Two  years  had  pafled  in  this  blifsful 
manner,  when,  in  the  third  winter,  Mtv 
Willoughby  mentioned  his  defire  of  vifiting 
London.  Mrs.  Willoughby  would  hav^been 
thankful  if  he  could  have  remained  at'  Bel - 
ville-Houfe;  and,  perhaps,  (he  wondered 
that  he  (hould  leave  a  certain  good  to  fearch 
for  uncertain  pleafures,  or  grafp  at  a  (hadow 
when  he  held  the  fubftance. 

However,  as  Mrs.  Willoughby  was  one 
of  thofe  wife  females  who  never  difputed  a 
hufband's  authority,  fhe  gave  orders  for  the 
journey. 

Thefe  commands  were  as  unwelcome  to 
the  young  ladses,  as  they  were  pleafing  to 
the  waiting  woman,  who  regretted  the  change 
in  their  flyle  of  living,  and  were  moped 
almoft  to  death  at  feeing  nothing  but  trees 
an4  hermitages. 

P  But 
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But  while  they  were  anticipating  the  joys 
of  a  town,  life,  and  the  number  of  opportu- 
nities they  fhould  hBve  of  figuring  away  at 
the  Crown  in  their  hdles  feathers  and  mufiins, 
the  obje&s  of  envy  to  the  women,  and  of 
admiration  to  the/ men,:  poor  Maria  and 
Catharine  were  weeping  in  the  library  at 
the  profpeft  of  meeting  thofe  individuals 
whorrrthey  had  be"en  in  the  habit  of  affo- 
ciating  with,  and  whofe  virtues  and  talents 
Tendered  them  objects  of  dread  ;  as  it  was 
impoflible  that  their  behaviour  for  the  laft 
fix  years  of  their  residence  in  London  could 
have  been  effaced  from  recollection  by  a 
temporary  abfence. 

:      . 

Mrs.  Willoughby  gueffed  the  caufe  of 
their  difquiet ;  but,  as  (he  could  not  remove 
it,  affe&ed  ignorance,  confoling  herfelf, 
however,  with  the  idea  that  their  reception 
would  be-more  flattering  than  they  were 
aware  of,  as  fhe  had  received  numberlefs 
congratulatory  letters  from  her  friends  on 
this  happy  improvement ;  for  they  were  be- 
come fuch  a  contrail  to  themfelves,  that  at 
one  time  they  were  the  prevailing  topic  of 
corwerfation, 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Willonghby,  who  has  been  haftily 
reprefented  as  quitting  the  county  becaufe 
lie  was  troubled  with  ennui,  and  tired  with 
walking  over  the  fame  fields,  leaping  over 
the  fame  gates,  and  feeing  the  fame  faces, 
had,  it  feems,  a  motive  for  this  .removal, 
which  feparated  Maria  from  her  fchool  and 
her  canary  birds,  Catharine-  from  her  fa- 
vourite Italian  grey  hound,  and  obliged 
the  aged  -butler  to  leave  his  excellent  ale 
cafk  and-'  his  village  .companions,  and  to 
mount  his  horfe  on  the  fevereft  morning 
that  been  known  within  his  memory. 

At  the  firft  inn  where  they  flopped,  her' 
could  not  help  muttering  the  fentiments  of 
his  ti, md  about  the  ufe  of  being  ftarved,  and 
the  inconvenience  of  having  two  houfes  and 
being  content  at  neither. 

Mr.  Willoughby  heard  this  grumbling 
Soliloquy  of  Old  Jacob's  with  confiderable 
patience,  recoJle&ing  that,  as  the  man  could 
not  poffibly  guefs  his  reafon  for  this  hafty 
removal,  he  was  not  much  out  in  his  calcu- 
lations in  fuppofmg  him  to  be  a  difcontent- 
ed  mortal.  There  was-a-h-ugh  after  fupper 
at  Jacob's  expence  ;  and  Mrs.  WilloughUy- 
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was  diverted  with  the  idea   of  the  Old  But- 
ler's having  utteied  her  own  thoughts. 

.Mr.  Willoughby,  however,  had  been 
Induced  to  vifit  London  on  fpeculation  ; 
as  he  had  received  an  anonymous  letter  inti- 
mating, that  the  cudofity  of  their  old  ac- 
quaintance had  been  fo  railed  by  the  accounts 
they  were  continually  receiving  of  his  daugh- 
ters, that  it  would  he  a  difadvantage  to  the 
young  ladies  to  keep  them  fecluded  any 
longer. 

Mr.  Willoughby  fuppofed  that  this  in- 
formation came  from  fome  gentleman  who 
wifhed  to  have  ocular  proof  of  their  amend- 
ment before  he  made  his  addreffes  ;  and 
kept  this  fecret  from  Mrs.  Willoughby, 
becaufe  he  was  afraid  that  her  partiality  to 
the  country  would  make  her  lefs  fanguine 
than  himfelf  in  the  bufinefs. 

The  firft  Vifit  they  paid  after  their  arri- 
val in  London  was  at  Lady  Livift-on's;  but 
modefly  eradicates  the  deepeft-rooted  preju- 
dice,* and  the  Mifs  Willoughbys  were  now 
every  where  mentioned  ->  Examples  to  their 
Sex. 

As 
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As  they  were  extremely  accomplifhedy 
their  Company  was  courted  at  all  hours  of 
the  day.  Their  good,  ienfe,  and  general 
knowledge  of  books/  brought  crowds  to 
.them  in  a  morning;  and  their  mufical 

infured  them  the  beft  fociety  in  an  evening. 

, 

Mrs.  Willoughhy,  -?/ho^v?.s  not  a  fuper- 
ficial  leader  of  the  human  heart,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  penetrated'  into  the  caverns  and 
lurking  places  of  pride,  began  to  be  alarmed 
at  this  tide  of  admiration.  She  accordingly 
communicated  .her  •  fears--  to  her  hnfband, 
who  difclofed  his  reafons  for  leaving  Bel- 
ville,  and  figfiified  his  intention  of  return- 
ing thither  a  gain -in  the  courfe  of  a  month, 
' 

Between  this1  converfat ion,  however,  arid 
the  time  fixed  for  their  departure,  Mr,  Wil- 
liam Beamont,  a  ion  of  Lady  Liviflon's  by  ?. 
former  hufband,  waited  on  Mr.  WiJloughby 
for  his  permiflion  to  vifit  Maria  ;  and,  ^.: 
their  connexion  was  unexceptionable  in  all 
refpe&s,  and  Mr.  Beaumont  a  young  man 
whom  Maria  admired  even  in  her  haughty 
days,  he  was  invited  to  accompany  them  to 
Belville-Houfe,  where  they  .k:id  not  been 
long  before  Catharine's  gentle  deportment 
captivated  the  Lord  of  the  M.uior,  who  had 
D  3 


42        ,       THE    REFORMED 

been  in  France  during  thextime  of  their  reii- 
dence  at  Belville;  but  returning  in  their 
abfence,  and  hearing  them  fpoken  of  with 
fuch  raptures,  contrived  to  dine  at  a  houfe 
where  they  were  invited,  (on  their  appear- 
ing at  Church)  by  the  defire  of  Mr.  Noble, 
who  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Willoughby  as 
a  Man  every  way  worthy  of  his  Daughter. 

The  two  Marriages  \vere  celebrated  in 
the  fame  month  ;  and  Nanny  T'fdel  was 
ient  for  to  Belviile  on  this  joyous  occafion, 
to  be  a  fpe£tator  of  their  happinefs. 

Thus  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willoughby 
made  truly  comfortable  for  the  remainder  of 
iheirdays;  and  the  only  caufe  of  lamenta- 
tion is,  that  thefe  Young  Ladies,  who  were 
bleffed  with  fuch  excellent  Parents,  fhould 
ever  have  given  them  an  unhappy  moment. 


7.iv  Pitfiirc  for   Tak  ffa    rl         . 

A  Garden  \\*th  a  Summer-Houfe  at  the  em!  of  r! 
Terrace.  Two  Young  Ladies  within  pulling  each 
other's  Flair;  -a  Dog  in  the  Garden,  a  Lamb  in 
the  Field,  and  a  Bird-cage  hanging  at  the  Parlour 
Window.  Mrs.  Lefley  peeping  out  of  an  uppji 
Room  oppofite  the  Summcr-Houfe  ;  the  Door  c 
the  Sumrncplioufe  open. 


c, 
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'AROLINE  and  Juliana  Lefley  were  fu 
frequently  difputing  about  trifles  in  their 
play  hours,  that  Mrs.  Lelley  (aw  the  necel- 
fity  of  a  reparation  ;  and,  though  (he  was 
equal  to  the  important  talk  of  educating 
them  herfelf,  and  had  leifure  to  do  it  to  her 
wifhes,  (he  was  obliged  to  pait  with  them 
both  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  partiality. 

On(  fignifying  her  intention  to  them 
they  wept,  and  appeared  fo  forry  that  they 
had  given  her  occafion  to  make  this  deter- 
mination, that  fhe  really  began  to  entertain 
a  hope  that  they 'would  live  in  greater  har- 

m-.' 
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inony.       But   tins  reformation    did    not  hft 

above  a  month ;   for,  as  no  preparations  were 

making  for  their  removal   from  home,   they 

concluded  that    I  heir  Mother  had    done    as 

other   Molheis  do,    threatened   them 

a   punifhment    which  (he   had  not   the 

left   idea  of  executing. 

But  this  was  not  exactly  Mrs.  LeflevV; 
plan  of  education.  She  had  feen  the  ill  ef- 
ie&s  of  this  delaying  fyftem  on  the  Chil- 
dren of  her  acquaintance  ;  and  the  firft  time 
(he  heard  them  Quarrel  after  (lie  had  warned 
them  of  the  confequences  which  would  at- 
tend their  future  difobedience,  (lie  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Selby  and  Mrs.  Norton  to  acquaint 
them  of  her  refolution, 

It  was  in  the  Summer-Houfe  that  this 
affray  (about  a  little  Flower-bed)-  happened: 
but  though  they  (creamed,  and  even  foamed 
with  paffion,  befides  calling  ugly  names; 
yet  they  fuppofed  their -mother  cculd  not 
poffibly  hear  them;  but  they  had  no  idea 
how  loud  they  fcold'exi',  and  perhaps  were 
ignorant  how  much  plainer  a  noife  may  be 
heard  on  a  fine  ferene  evening,  than  on  a 
blowing,  bluflering  day  in  December,  when 
a  good  blazing  fire-  generally  unites  the 
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heads  of  a  family  and  renders  them  deaf  to 
accidental  founds. 

They  perceived  a  gloom  on  Mrs.  Lef- 
Jey's  countenance  when  they  entered  the 
parlour;  and  flie  did  not  part  with  them, 
when  they  went  to  bed,  with  her  accuftom- 
ed  affe6lion.  She  merely  wifhed  them  a 
good  night  ;  and  there  was  a  referved  air  in 
her  manner  that  teftified  her  difapprobation 
rnd -prevented  them  from  .approaching  her 
for  the  accuflomed  kifs. 

^  However,  as  they  had  not  heard  the 
odious  word  School  mentioned,  they  imagined 
that  fome  domeftjc  occurrence  had  difcom- 
pofed  her,  though  they  never  had  feen  her 
behave  lefs  kindly  to  them  at  one  time  than 
another,  unlefs  they  had  offended  her.  But 
they  were  willing  to  get  rid  of  trouble,  and, 
being  extremely  drowfy,  they  dropt  afleep, 
and  were  not  even  difturbed  by  any  unplea- 
fant  dreams. 

The  firfi.  thing  they  faw  in  the  morning, 
after  going  down  flairs,  was  a  large  parcel 
containing  two  whole  pieces  of  imped  Ca- 
lico, \vhigh  lay  on  a  chair  in  the  hall, 

* 

The 
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x 

.  T"u  .  ,   and  judged  rightly,  that 

:    converted    into  Frocks  for 

.,   as  it  was  not   the  time  of  year 

.  ,-y  ufed  to  add  to  their  Stock 

ies,   their  hearts    quaked   with   fear; 

» 

en    they  entered   the  break  fail-room 

p-le  locks  betrayed  their  fufpicions. 

As  Mrs.  Lefiey  did  not  intend  giving 
them  any  unneceffary  pain,  (lie  took  no  no- 
tice of  the  arrangements  fhe  was  making  ; 
and  as  it  was  an  invariable  rule  with  her, 
never  to  confide  to  any  of  her  fervants  what 
fhe  did  not  wifh  her  children,  or  indeed  all 
the  village,  to  know,  the  young  Ladies  could 
not  learn  the  precife  reafon  for  their  having 
New  Drelfes  before  their  others  were  worn 
and  New  Straw  Bonnets  when  iheir 
Beavers  were  unfoiled. 


SjturcLy  Morning  arrived  ;  and  their 
-  in  after,  being  particularly  pleafed  with 
their  Performance  on  the  Harpfkhorci,  affin- 
ed Mrs.  Lefiey  that  they  would  very  focn 
play  extremely  ~Y?ei!.  But  fhe  informed 
him,  that  thry  were  going  to  School,  3nd 
therefore  \vc;i!d  not  nquiie  his  atterMrance 

x  •• 
i  The 
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The  Girls  now  knew  their  defliny,  and 
-tried  to  comfort  each  other  under  their  dif- 
trefs  that  a  reparation  would  occafion  from 
one  of  the'beft-of  mothers  ;  but  their  anxi- 
ety and  ibrrow  were  confiderably  increafr'd 
by  finding  that  they  were  not  going  to  the 
fame  School.  This,'  however,  Mrs.  Leiley 
obferveti,  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  accom- 
plifh  her  pufpofe,  and  prevent  the  evils 
that  had  occafioned  her  to  adopt  this  plan  ; 
which,  however  unpleafant  it  might  be  to 
her,  would,  (lie  hoped,  terminate  in  their 
welfare. 

She  recommended  it  to  them  to  be  as 
affectionate  as  poffible  during  the  few  days 
they  were  to  remain  together;  and,  as  they 
were  prevented  by  their  fobbings  from  fay- 
ing their  Geographical  Leffons,  fhe  gave 
them  a  holiday. 

They  walked  into  the  Garden,  and  from 
the  Garden  to  the  Field  ;  but  they  were  too 
melancholyto  enjoy  their  walk.  Rover,  and 
Phillii,  and  the  Lamb,  and  the  little  Kitten, 
were  taken  no  notice  of.  Their  dear  Mam- 
ma occupied  all  theJr;  thoughts  *.  asd,  tho* 
they  were  going  to  be  parted  for  fix  months, 
they  were  almofl  inclined  each  to  accufe  the 

other 
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other  a?  the  author  of  their  misfortunes. 
Mrs*  Lefley  was  appreherifive  of  this  fpuit 
of  recrimination,  and  therefore  followed 
them,  to  infift  that,  however  they  accufed 
themfelves,  they  ihould  not  upbraid  one 
'•cr. 

She    f;iid,     that    the    unhappy   Quarrel 

had  obliged  her  to  fulfil  the  promife 

^de  them  was  a    proof  to  her  that   both 

were  to  blame.      It  was  of  no    confequence 

hud  been  the  firft  offender;    they  were 

both  in  a    paffion  at  the  moment  when    (lie 

faw    them  ;     and  unlefs  (he  was  very    much 

miftaken,    they  were    pulling    each    other's 

hair,    and   there    was    a    mutual   calling   of 

jnmes. 

They  could  not  deny  the  charge,  and 
only  requeued  their  mother  to  write  to  them 
often  during  their  abfence.  This  fhe  pro- 
mifed  to  do;  and  nothing  more  was  faid  on 
the  lubjeft  of  going,  till  the  morning  of 
the  day  which  was  to  join  them  to  a  circle 
of  girls  whom  they  had  never  feen,  and  from 
whom  they  could  expecl  nothing  more  than 
fuch  civility  as  they  might  deferve. 

When 
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When  Mr,  Lefley,  who  approved  of  his 
Lady's  fcheme  to  promote  harmony  between 
the  girls,  gave  each  of  them  a  Guinea  for 
Pocket  Money  they  were  fo  extremely  affe&- 
ed,  that  Mrs.  Lefley  was  obliged  to  remind 
them  how  exceedingly  difagreeable  it  would 
be  to  go  among  a  new  fet  of  acquaintance 
with  red  eyes  and  bliflered  cheeks. 

Nothing,  however,  that  fhe  could  fajr, 
Teemed  to  pacify  them;  and,  in  companion 
to  their  feelings  and  her  own,  fhe  delayed 
the  journey  till  the  day  following,  hoping 
that  a  night's  deep  would  reftore  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  do  for  them  what  her  arguments 
had  failed  to  effeft. 

It  was  a  beautiful  Morning;  and  the 
Flowers  Ipoked  fo  pretty  in  the  Garden,  and 
the  Fruit  fo  enticing  on  the  Trees,  that  they 
lepented  their  not  having  gone  the  evening 
before,  when  the  rain  prevented  them  from 
walking  out,  and  feeing  the  Lamb,  and  the 
M-ofs-Rofes,  and  the  Virginia  Nightingale 
which  was  fufpended  from  the  Drawing- 
Room  Window. 

They  were  determined,  however,  to  give 

th-eir  Mother  as  little  uneaJmefs  as  poflible  ; 

E  and, 


and,  thoi1  y  to  Lurft 

with  grief  at  the  found  of  the  Horfes  feet, 
(who  had  been  eating  a  double  portion  of 
Corn,  and  pranced  round  the  Sweep),  they 
appeared  compofed,  and  as  they  drove  off 
cried  with  all  poffible  chearfulnefs, 
<(  Farewel  Pappa!  farewel  Rover!  f; 
Lambkin!" 

Mrs.  Selby's  S-hocl  was  only  two  miles 
from  Mr,  Lefley's,  and  they  were  there  pre- 
fently  after  they  left  their  own  door ;  but, 
(hort  as  the  time  appeared,  they  had  antici- 
pated a  thoufand  difagreeable  circumilances 
•which  would  attend  their  introdu6lion  to 
girls  older  than  themfelves,  and  of  more 
confequence  in  the  School.  Nor  was  this 
fear  removed  by  the  haughty  temper  which 
Mifs  Gunning  difplayed,  whom  Mrs.  Selby 
had  deputed  to  entertain  the  Young  I. 
while  (he  was  engaged  with  their  Mother, 

Mifs  Gunning  rnd  been  with  Mrs.  Selby 
ten.  years;  but  the  exertions  of  that  amiable 
woman  to  humble  the  pride  of  her  Scholar 
were  ineffectual.  She  was  born  in  India; 
and,  remaining  there  long  enough  to  ac- 
quire Afiatic  Manners,  fhe  indulged  her 
love  of  power  by  governing,  or  rather  ty- 
rannizing 
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nfj  over  all  the  younger  childrf 
Mrs.  Sclby's  School, 

w:.i$,  (he  was  not 
••ints  were 
yearly 

te  Mils  Gun- 
.inwilling  to  -p;irt  with  a 

for,   1  the   difpoful    of  al-. 

Moii'-;,  3d   for  her 

I 

.1  The 

fold  to  Ir  .:an« 

- 

Jii:  ;!ii;e  (he  was 

. 
y  about  her  Sifter  ;   an  I 

!.cr  Mother  th'j  vea- 
i';)ii  of  her  tho'v  ,    But  Mrs.  L 

.'.-.lew    the    prejudices   of    School 
having   been  one   herfelf,    difcouraged   her 
proceeding,  and   inculcated    a  general 
.•jatiou   of  every  perfon   at  fir  ft   H 
"  FriendOiips,"   faid  (lie,   "  of  the   niofl  in- 
violable kind  have  been  formed  between  In- 
dividuals who  were  even  difgufted  with  each 
other  a  their  firfl  interview  :    And,  there  is 

£  2 
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fo  much  allowance  to  be  made  for  educa- 
tion and  habit,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  form 
a  juft  opinion  of  a  perfon  till  our  acquaint- 
ance with  them  is  a  little  matured.  If  Ca- 
roline," continued  Mrs.  Lefley,  "  tells  us 
in  the  Holidays  that  Mifs  Gunning  is  impe- 
rious and  oppreffive,  1  (hall  give  you  credit 
ior  your  penetration  ;  but  ftill  I  fhall  fay 
that  you  were  premature  in  your  aflertion." 

By  the  time  Mrs.  Lefley  had  fmifhed  her 

maternal  le$ure,   the   Coach,  flopt    at  Mrs. 

Norton's,   at    NortoivHoufe  ;  'a"  lady   who 

poffeiTed    every   requifite    for    the   fituation 

[he  was  to  adorn. 

Mrs.  Norton's  Father  had   the  Vicange 

.rton,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  c; 
iacred  office  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  his  p.-> 
i;(hioners ;  and,  what  is  of  more  import- 
ance, with  the  approbation  of  his  own  Con- 
fcience;  but,  dying  before  he  had  realized  a 
fortune  for  his  numerous  family,  the  elder 
Children  were  obliged  to  exert  their  talents 
to  fupport  themfeives  and  their  younger 
iifiers;  for  their  Mother  was  dead. 

Matilda  Higgins  had  married  an  Officer 
'  ren  fne  was  very  youn^  ;   and,  as   (he  was 

left 
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..tally  unprovided  for,  fhe  came,  upon 
the  Death  of  her  Hufband, 'to  Norton,  to 
fuperintend  her  father's  houfe.  Being  the 
eldeft  of  tea  children,  (lie  had  received  a 
more  accomplifhed  Education  than  the 
others;  for,  when  good  Mr.  Higgins  ex- 
changed a  Curacy  fora  Vicarage,  he  thought 
that  he  fhould  have  more  money  than  he 
could  fpend  ;  not  .confidering,  that  by  the 
time  he  had  three  or  four  additional  Ser- 
vants, the  Houfe  painted  and  repaired,  with 
new  Furniture,  a  Whifky,  and  a  Saddle- 
Horfe,  and  his  own  and  Mrs.  Higgin's  Ward- 

:'cp!eni(hed,    he   would    be    very 
the  richer  man.      His  golden  dreams ,-   | 
ever,  vanifhed  one  by  one;  and,    after: 
modeling  his  Garden  to  Mrs.  Higgins's  tade, 
who  chofe  to  have  the  Kitchen  SiufF  ai 
called  it  removed  to  make  way  for  a  fp.i 
Lawn,   (for,  having   been    a    Green-Grocer's 
Daughter,   fhe  could  not  bear  the  iVght  of  a 
Cabbage)',  Mocked  his  Cellar  with  V 
paid  the  feveral  Mailers  for  their  /• 
on  his  Daughter,   he  found   his  PL 
tier  at   the  end  of  the  year    than 
be  when   he  had    only    One   Hu; 
annum  inftead    of  .Seven.      The  next 
was  not    a  more  ceconomical  one  , 
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ing  a  confiderable  fhaie  of  Pride,  when  they 
had  Company  they  had  twice  as  many  Difhes 
upon  the  Table  as  were  neceflary ;  and  if 
Lady  Pinchbeck  had  a  new  fet  of  Wedge- 
wood  Ware,  or  fome  expenfive  addition  to 
her  Tea  Equipage,  the  filly  Mrs.  Higgins 
could  not  poffibiy  think  of  fending  her  a 
Card  of  Invitation,  as  fhe  told  her  Hufband, 
till  fhe  had  made  fome  new  purchafes  more 
coftly,  if  lefs  elegant,  than  my  Lady  Pinch- 
beck's. 

This  was  the  embarraffing  fituation  o>f 
poor  Mr.  Higgins,  till  all  his  wife's  expences 
were  confined  to  the  Phyfician,  the  Apothe- 
fary,  and  the  Nurfe  ;  and  when  he  was  relea  fed 
of  this  extravagant  partner,  his  children 
were  of  an  age  to  be  apprenticed,  or  fent  to 
College. 

Upon  his  death,  therefore,  Matilda  was 
encouraged  to  take  an  old  Manor  Houfe 
which  was  then  vacant,  and  to  iffue  out  her 
cards  of  accommodation,  which  fhe  was  in- 
fluced  to  do  upon  the  promife  of  afTiftance 
which  the  principal  people  in  theneighbour- 
Jiood  gave  her;  and  fhe  had  been  eftablifhed 
rnany  years  in  this  laudable  undertaking,  and 
}iad  accomplished  the  arduous  tafk  of  educat- 
ing 

I 


THE    FATAL     QUARREL.  55 

ing  youth  to  her  own  and  their  Parent's 
fatifaftion,  long  before  Mrs.  Lefley  took 
Juliana  there. 

There  was  no  Mifs  Gunning,  There  had, 
indeed,   been  a  young  lady  of  that  defcripti- 
011    confided  to    Mrs.     Norton's   care;     but 
her  propenfity  to  govern,   and  her  hatred  of 
controul,   made  her  a  very  unfit    perfon   for 
that  feminary;     arid    (lie    was   removed,   by 
that  worthy   woman's    defire,   as  foon  as  (he 
difcovered    that    her   difpofition   would    in- 
fringe upon  the  peace  of  her  fcholars,  whom 
fhe  treated  with    the  impartiality  of  a  com- 
mon   Mother.      Mrs.  Norton,    it    mud    be 
allowed,   was  very  careful    not  to  admit    any 
into  her  fchool,  but  thofe  whofe  parents  and 
friends  were  refpeftable  in  their  various  ftati- 
ons ;     but   when  this  matter  had  been  afcer- 
tained,  and  the    young    Ladies  introduced, 
there    was  no   diftinciion    made    between    a 
Baronet's  daughter  and  the   child  of  a  repu- 
table   tradefman.        If   any    difference    was 
apparent  it   feemed  in  favour  of   the  latter; 
ibr  (he  knew  that  no  one   would  fufpeft  her 
of   not    paying   fufficient   attention    to    the 
former.  ^ 
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It  was  one   of  the  regulations    of    Is. 
Norton's  fchool,   to  have  a  holiday  upon  the 
admiffion  of  every    new  fcholar.      The 
Lady  did  this  to  divert  her  pupil  from  think- 
ing too  much  of  the  happy  fcene 
left,    and    to    alleviate   the    pangs    cf   grief 
which  a  reparation  from  a  tender  father  and 
mother  ufually  occafions. 

Juliana  was   fo  much    <  ^th  Mrs, 

Norton  and   her  Young   Ladies,    when  (he 
thought  of  them  at  the  fame  time  with  Mrs. 
Selby  and    her  difagreeable    favourite   Mifs 
Gunning,  that  fhealmoft  forgot  that  her  being 
there  was  intended  as  a  punifhment.      She 
became  quite  attached  to  Mrs.  Norton,   and  \ 
her   obedience   and    improvement    rendered 
her  an  object  of  Mrs.  Norton's  regards. 
. 

At  the  Chriilmas  Holidays  (he,  as  well 
as  the  reft  of  the  Ladies,  went  home;  and 
there  fhe  met  her  dear  Caroline  :  but  her 
countenance  was  fo  much  changed  by  fret- 
ting and  crying,  that  (he  was  quite  forry  to 
fee  her,  and  eagerly  inquired,  how  Ion; 
had  been  fo  ill?  "  I  have  had  no  iilnefs," 
replied  Caroline ;  st  but  I  am  extremely 
unhappy  at  School;  for  Mifs  Gunning  tells 
'ales  of  me,  and  (he  is  believed  by  my  Go- 
vern 
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vernefs  without  any  inquiry  being  made. 
Mrs.  Selby,"  continued  Caroline,  "  is  a  very 
good-tempered  Woman,  and  I  fhould  be 
very  happy  if  Mils  Gunning  was  not  there." 

Mrs.  Lefley,  over  hearing  tins  conver- 
fation,  began  to  fear  that  Juliana's  opinion 
of  this  Girl  was  the  eflfeft  of  obfervadon  ; 
and  though  fhe  did  not  chuie  to  interrogate 
Caroline  about  the  Arrangement  of  the 
School,  (lie  waited  on  Mrs.  Selby  the  next 
morning,  to  enquire  what  influence  Mifs 
Gunning  had  over  this  worthy  Woman,  for 
ihe  was  ib  in  every  refpeft,  but  in  the  cafe 
of  Mifs  Gunning  ;  and  in  that,  it  mud  be 
acknowledged,  (lie  was  very  much  to  blame. 

Tho'  Mrs,  Lefley  had  fortitude  enough 
to  facnfice  her  own  Comfort  to  the  Welfare 
of  her  Children,  (and  (lie  was  indeed  a  mo  ft 
affe&ionate  Parent)  the  moment  fhe  fufpeft- 
e.l  that  Caroline's  Feelings  were  wantonly 
harraffed,  fhe  took  alarm  and  haftened  to 
the  School,  trufting  to  her  fagacity  for  the 
difcovery. 

Having  introduced  herfelf  as  calling  ac- 
cidentally upon  Mrs.  Selby,  fhe  foon  found, 
by  that  Lady's  ConfeHion,    that   Mifs  Gun- 
ning 
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•',   who  was   in   the  Parlour 
JLefley  entered,    afiumr 

:  !y    a 


It  was  not  Mrs,  Lefty's  way  to   renfon 

/    ! 

the  I  in  pcr- 

. 


.•:    tO 

ft  .\  Caroline,   that   ihe  was   half  li 

l:cr  alfo  to  Mrs.  Norton\s ;    but,  recol- 
g  that  the  fingle  rcafon  for  her  h 
:  .     .Tel f  the  [,.  .  company 

would  not    be  phn,   ii.c 

concluded  on  retail  under  her  own 

eye    till    (he  fhould    have  good    caufe    for 
-  them  again. 

Mis, 
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Mrs,  Norton  was  waited  on  the  follow- 
ing week,  and  kindly  invited  to  their  houfe; 
where  (he  received  the  intimation  of  Mrs. 
Lefley's  intention  to  keep  the  Ladies  at 
home,  with  that  politenefs  which  diftin- 
guifhed  her  from  many  of  her  profeffion. 
But .  Mrs.  Norton  was  beloved,  as  well  as 
feared,  by  every  one  of  her  Scholars  ;  in- 
deed, a  more  deciiive  proof  of  her  worth 
cannot  be  given,  than  the  defire  which 
many  of  her  Young  Ladies  have  difcovered 
to  make  her  roof  their  afylum  when  Provi- 
dence has  bereaved  them  of  their  Parents : 
And  if  there  were  more  Mrs.  Notions  in  the 
world  than  there  are,  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  Society. 
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•  * 

The  PiZurc  for  Tale  tie  Fourth. 

A  fmall  Houfe  with  a  Court  before  it.  A  Chariot 
and  Four  with  Poftilions,  and  a  Gentleman  and 
Ludy  within  it ;  the  Gentleman  with  his  Coat  up 
to  his  Chin,  as  fearing  the  Air.  He  talks  with  a 
plain-drefled  Man  and  Woman  through  the  Carnage 
Window,  who  are  to  (land  in  the  infide  of  the 
Court ;  as  likewife  a  Boy  and  Girl  vulgarly  drefled, 
who  are  to  liften  to  the  Gentleman  as  he  fpeaks. 
Two  Livery  Servants  as  Footmen. 


•KNOWLEDGE  ENCOURAGED. 

ASTER  Melville  and  his  Sifter,  Mifs 
Flora,  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  their  Pa- 
rents before  they  knew  the  value  of  fuch 
dear  relatives ;  and,  as  they  were  configned 
to  the  care  of  an  Uncle  and  Aunt  who  treat- 
ed them  with  kindnefs,  they  did  not  even 
advert  to  their  Orphan  State  in  any  of  their 
converfations  with  each  other  during  their 
infancy. 

But  when  a  Seed  Cake  and  a  painted 
Toy  had  no  longer  the  ufual  charm  over 
their  minds,  when  the  Wooden  Horfe  was 

only 
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only  confidered  as  an  apology  for  a  Poney, 
and  the  Doll  but  a  flupid  companion,  they 
began  to  compare  their  fituation  with  thofe 
of  their  play-fellows,  and  the  comparifon 
made  them  yery  unhappy. 

One  day,  as  they  were  both  wandering 
in  the  fields,  and  fearching  in  the  hedges 
for  Blackberries,  Flora  difcovered  a  Bird's 
Neft,  with  two  unfledged  young  ones  in  it. 
She  communicated  this  joyful  occurrence  to 
her  brother,  thinking  that  he  would  fanc- 
tion  the  Robbery;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
after  looking  very  gravely  for  a  fhort  time, 
he  afked  her  how  (he  could  be  cruel  enough 
to  feparate  the  little  helplefs  creatures  from 
the  mother  bird. 
0 

This  queftion  found  its  way  to  her 
heart ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  (he 
forgot  during  the  whole  of  the  day  the  bar- 
barity of  which  fhe  had  been  fo  nearly 
guilty. 

But  Flora's  compun&ion  was  not  alto- 
gether occafioned  by  her  feelings  on  the 
Bird's  account.  There  was  a  look  about 
Charles  when  he  reprimanded  her,  which 
implied,  that  their  own  orphan  fituation 
v  might 
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might  have  taught  her  a  leflbn  of  Huma- 
nity; and  the  recolle6lion  of  the  endear- 
ments that  flie  had  loft,  and  the  hardfhips 
that  fhe  might  be  expofed  to  for  want  of  a 
Mother's  guardian  care,  caufed  her  to  be 

very  forrowful. 

|i 

Charles  had  fcarcely  recovered  from  this 
tender  fcene  before  he  perceived  a  Gentle- 
man arid  a  Boy  about  his  own  age  ;  and, 
haftening  to  the  fpot  where  they  were  (land- 
ing, apparently  in  clofe  converfation,  he 
heard  fuch  a  defcription  given  of  the  Green- 
land Whale  as  excited  his  curiofity ;  and  he 
eagerly  afked  the  Gentleman  whether  there 
was  a  Book  to  be  bought  that  contained  the 
Hiftory  of  that  furprifing  Creature. 

This  little  Gentleman,  who  was  younger 
than  Charles,  and  was  dreffed  in  a  Scarlet 
Jacket  and  Trowfers,  fmiled  at  the  Ignorance 
of  a  Boy  taller  than  himfelf ;  and  afked  Mr. 
Oldham,  his  Tutor,  whether  they  had  not 
better  walk  into  another  field,  as  this  rude 
lad  had  thought  fit  to  interrupt  them  ?  but 
Mr.  Oldham  was  one  of  thofe  upright  and 
ingenuous  men  who  value  their  chara&er 
more  than  a  fituation  ;  and  he  never  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  the  dupe  of  the  Pride  and 
conceited  Prejudices  of  others. 
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Without  condefcending  to  make  young 
Sir  Leonard  Wimpole  any  Anfwer,  he  pulled 
off  his  Glove,  and  fliaking  Charles  very  cor- 
dially by  the  hand,  told  him,  that  he  would 
procure  him  a  Book  which  would  give  him. 
the  information,  that  he  wanted  on  this  and 
many  other  fubje&s,  and  that  would  not 
merely  acquaint  him  with  the  exiftence  of 
many  wonderful  Fifh,  and  Beafts,  and  Birds, 
but  would  alfo  tell  him  what  Countries  they 
belonged  to,  and  defcribe  their  peculiar 
ufe  to  the  refpe6live  inhabitants.  Salmon's 
Geography  was  the  prefent  that  he  intended 
for  Charles;  "  but,"  he  added,  "  it  will  be 
a  month,  my  little  fellow,  before  lean  make 
you  hapny  ;  ior  L-.dy  Wimpole  is  going  to 
Brighton,  and. will  not  return  till  the  time  I 
have  mentioned."  This  was  bad  news  to 
Charles  ;  but  his'Concern  did  not  prevent 
him  from  afking  Mr.  Oldham  where  he  was 
to  find  him? 

"  At  A3on-Grove,    my  little  Man;"  re- 
plied the  Tutor,  patting  him  upon  his  head; 
"  and  if  ever  we  meet  again   (as  I  hope  we 
(hall)  you  (hall  afk  me  as   many  Queftions 
as  you  pleafe^ 
- 
.      F  2  Sir 

II 


64  KNOWLEDGE    ENCOURAGED. 

Sir  Leonard  Wimpole  had  walked  on 
during  this  Converfation ;  and,  as  he  had 
been  in  the  Houfe  fome  time  before  his 
Tutor,  he  had  been  giving  Lady  Wimpole 
an  account  of  the  Boy  who  had  interefted 
Mr.  Oldham  fo  much.  Lady  Wimpole,  not 
underftanding  that  the  circumflance  had 
mortified  her  Son,  exclaimed  in  her  ufual 
hum-drum  tone,."  O!  the  good  Mr.  Old- 
ham!  he  always  was  a  compafEonate  mor- 
tal !" 

"  But  Madam,"  continued  the  Baronet, 
"  I  was  quite  neglected  during  this  long 
Converfation  between  my  Tutor  and  the 
ftranger." 

"  That  was  very  wrong,"  rejoined  Lady 
Wimpole  ;  "  but  I  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Old- 
ham  was  diverted  with  the  rufticity  ^of  the 
Boy." 

"  He  fhook  hands  with  him,"  replied 
the  Baronet,  "  and  invited  him  to  Aclon 
Grove." 

"  It  was  in  joke,'*1  returned  his  Mother, 
"  therefore,  pray  Sir  Leonard,  ceafe  from 
teazing  me;  for  i  am  to  be  at  Lady  Jening- 
ham's  Ball  till  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  on  the  Road  to  Brighton  by  nine." 

**  the 

-- 
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The  conclusion  of  her  Ladyfhip's  Speech 
reminded  him  of  feveral  Commiffions  which 
he  had  for  his  Servant  to  execute  previous 
to  this  excurfion  ;  and  therefore  he  obeyed 
his  Mother  in  arguing  no  longer ;  but  he 
could  not  brook  the  fuppofed  affront,  and 
when  he  met  with  Mr.  Oldham,  he  very 
impertinently  inquired  whether  he  had  afked 
his  intelligent  friend  to  dinner. 

"  I  never  take  any  liberties  in  your  Mo- 
ther's Houfe,"  faid  Mr.  Oldham;  but  fuch 
a  Vifitor  would  not  difgrace  your  table." 

41  I  (hall  acquaint  Lady  Wimpole  with 
your  Speech*  Mr.  Oidham." 

"  As  foon  as  you  pleafe,  Sir  Leonard." 

Lady  Wimpole  had  all  the  Converfation 
to  herfelf  during  Dinner,  and  Mr.  Oldham 
retired  to  his  room  earlier  than  ufual,  to 
confider  whether  he  (hould  not  refign  his 
Tutorfhip.  He  recolle6led,  however,  (time 
enough  to  give  his  ufual  Leffon)  that  every 
fituation  of  the  kind  had  fome  inconveni- 
ences; that  he  had  received  as  few  incivili- 
ties, and  more  attentions  than  his  prede- 
ceflbr ;  and  that  he  was  of  infinitely  more 
coafequence  in  Lady  Wimpole's  family  than 
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he  would  be  in  any  other  where  there  might 
be  a  Matter  to  prefide  and  dire&. 

Charles  Melville  had  been  fo  exceed- 
ingly gratified  by  this  unexpe&ed  Interview, 
that  he  was  impatient  to  fee  Flora,  whom  he 
found  weeping  in  an  Arbour  in  the  Garden. 
He  communicated  every  thing  that  had  patt- 
ed, and  promifed  to  teach  her  all  that  the 
Gentleman  and  the  Book  fhould  teach  him. 
Flora  wiped  her  tears,  and  began  to  think 
that  happier  days  were  in  ftore  for  her. 

They  now  walked  towards  the  Houfe  ; 
but  they  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  ra- 
ther out  of  temper  at  having  waited  Dinner 
for  them ;  and  they  were  fo  little  difpofed 
to  eat  (for  the  events  of  the  day  had  taken 
away  their  appetites),  that  their  Uncle  and 
Aunt  could  not  conceive  what  was  the  mat- 
ter with  them.  Nothing  was  faid,  however, 
till  Charles  began  to  difplay  his  Knowledge 
of  the  Whale  ;  and  then  Mr.  Crawford  croff- 
ly  obferved,  that  Learning  was  very  well  in 
its  place,  but  Induflry  was  of  much  more 
importance  to  thofe  who  had  a  living  to  get. 

This  thrifty  Couple  had  for  many  years 
attended  to  the  main  chance;  and,  by  earn- 
ing 
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ing  much  and  fpending  little,  they  had  re- 
alized a  very  large  income.  But  though 
they  had  not  any  Children  of  their  own, 
and  had  repeatedly  intimated  to  their  friends 
that  they  meant  to  leave  all  their  riches  to 
Charles  and  Flora,  they  did  not  chufe  that 
they  fhould  have  the  leafl  idea  of  that  being 
their  intention. 

Motives  might  eafily  be  affigned  for  their 
not  difclofing  to  the  Children  the  favours 
which  they  intended  ;  but  no  fatisfa&ory  rea- 
fon  can  be  given  for  their  rearing  them  with- 
out preparing  them  by  a  fuitable  Education 
for  the  (ituation  in  which  they  meant  to  place 
them;  except  we  attribute  it  to  that  declared 
enemy  to  benevolence,  Covetoufnefs. 

Whatever  was  the  caufe  of  a  negle&  fo 
injurious,  Charles  and  Flora  had  entered  on 
their  fourteenth  Year  (for  they  were  twins) 
without  being  made  acquainted  in  the  leafl 
degree  with  Natural  Hiftory,  or  that  of  their 
own  Country  ;  or  indeed,  acquiring  any 
Knowledge  beyond  what  the  Primer  and  the 
Teftament  afforded. 

The  former  was  an.  introduction  to  the 
latter  Book,  which  the  Children  had  read 

fo 
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fo  repeatedly,  and  with  fuch  attention,  that 
they  could  lay  feveral  Chapters  by  heart  be- 
fore they  were  ten  years  old  ;  while  their 
Memory  would  almoft  have  ferved  any  Di- 
vine for  a  Concordance. 

But  this  bookifh  forwardneis  did  not 
fuggeft  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fending  them  to  a  School,  where 
they  would  be  properly  inftru6ted,  Their 
aptnefs  was,  with  them,  rather  an  additional 
reafon  why  they  (hould  be  debarred  of  every 
opportunity  which,  by  giving  them  a  tafte 
for  Reading  and  Reflexion,  would  prevent 
Charles  from  plodding  at  his  Trade  and 
Flora  from  becoming  an  induflrious  Houte- 
wife. 

This  one  interview  with  Mr.  Oldham, 
however,  had  undone  the  labour  of  years. 
Roufed  to  enquiry  by  Mr.  Oldham's  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Whale,  and  encouraged  to  make 
Invefligations  by  that  good  Gentleman's  pro- 
mifes,  Charles  Melville  could  fee  no  obje&, 
animate  or  inanimate,  without  fighing  at  his 
own  Ignorance  of  it :  and,  fo  rapid  was  his 
thirft  for  Information,  that  before  a  week 
of  the  month  mentioned  by  Mr.  Oldham 
had  expired,  he  was  not  able  to  pafs  a  Tree, 

an 
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an  Infeft,  or  a  Dog,  without  flopping  to 
contemplate  either  the  growth  of  the  one  or 
the  formation  of  the  others. 

* 

By  the  end  of  the  fortnight  he  made 
Flora  nearly  as  inquilitive  as  himfelf;  and 
poor  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  were  fo  teazed 
with  queftlons  which,  if  they  had  been  in- 
clined, they  could  not  poffibly  have  refolv- 
ed,  that  they  thought  it  neceffary  to  take 
ibme  method  to  prevent  them  from  know- 
ing more  than  themfelves.  This  bufmefs 
was  mentioned,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  as 
a  neceflary  Rep  to  crufh  growing  evils;  but 
nothing  was  determined  on,  and  perhaps  the 
fcheme  for  feparati'hg  them  would  have  been 
poftponed  from  time  to  time,  if  Mils  Flora, 
who  had  been  fent  into  the  Garden,  had  not 
been  detected  in  examining  the  Conftruftion 
of  a  Spider;  when  (he  ought  to  have  been 
gathering  Goofeberries  for  a  Pye. 

Flora  was  now  informed,  that  her  Non- 
fen  fe  would  be  no  longer  borne  with  ,•  and 
the  next  morning  die  had  a  dozen  Shirts 
given  her  to  make,  with  orders  to  finifh 
them  with  fpeed.  Thefe  Shirts  were  for 
Charles,  who  was  to  apprenticed  to  a  Cabi- 
net- 
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net-maker  as   foon   as    he  had    made  fome 
little  progrefs  in  Writing  and  Arithmetic. 

At  the  Day-School  in  which  he  W&s 
placed  to  obtain  thefe  indifpenfable  qnlff 
fixations  for  a  Tradefman,  there  was  a  young 
Gentleman,  who  had  a  Book  yi  his  Defk, 
that  he  offered  to  give  Charles' if  he  would 
affifl  him  in  reckoning  up  a  Sum,  which  he 
could  not  manage  without  help.  Charles 
refufed  to  receive  any  price  for  his  labour  ; 
but  faid,  that  he  (hould  be  amply  rewarded 
by  the  perufal  of  the  Book  in  queftion ;  and 
this  rcas  readily  gr^i: 

m 

Being  a  Boy  of  feme  felf-denial,  Charles 
would  not Jock  into  it  during  School-hours, 
left  he  {hould  be  tempted  to  negleft  his  tafk ; 
nor  did  he  venture  to  peep  within  its  leaves 
even  when  he  got  ir,to  the  Sirec:  ;  for  he 
remembered  what  a  hobble  his  Curiofity  had 
brought  him  irra)  at  the  time  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crawford  waited  dinner  for  him  ;  and 
he  knew  that  Flora  ajfo  would  Buffer  much 
if  he  was  guilty  of  That  mifhke  a  fecond 
time.  The  Book  was,  therefore,  refolutely 
put  into  his  Pocket ;  and  as,  by  the  time  he 
had  dined,  it  was  the  Hour  for  School  again, 
it  was  carefully  concealed  in  Flora's  Cotton 

Work-bag ; 


KNOWLEDGE    ENCOURAGED,  ^1 

Work-bag;  but  not  till  (he  had  faithfully 
.promifed  him  to  forbear  looking  into  it  till 
his  return. 

When  he  entered  her  Room  in  the 
evening,  (he  had  had  fo  many  untoward  ac- 
cidents with  her  Needles  and  her  Thread, 
that  (he  thought  it  would  be  befl  to  give  up 
her  accuftomed  Walk  and  continue  at  her 
Sewing,  Charles  had  no  fort  of  obje&ion 
to  this,  and  feated  himfelf  by  her  fide  to 
read  for  her  amufement.  But  how  great  was 
his  Joy  when,  on  opening'' the  Pages,  he 
found  the  Pi&ures  of  the  Animals  which 
they  defcribed. 

It  was  "  Bewick's  Quadrupeds  ;"  a  Book 
replete  with  ufeful  and  interefting  Informa- 
!  tion,  and  worthy  of  a  place  in  every  young 
perfon's  Library, 
4  * 

Their  aflonifhment  increafed  with  every 
chapter;  and  when  Mrs.  Crawford  entered 
the  chamber,  to  know  the  reafon  of  their 
{hutting  themfelves  up  all  the  evening,  (he 
found  Flora  with  her  elbows  upon  her  lap, 
gazing  at  her  Brother  with  delight ;  while 
her  work,  which  had  flipped  off  her  knee 
lay  neglected  on  the  floor, 

In 
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In  her  hafte  to  pick  it  up,  to  (hew  her 
Aunt  that  fhe  had  not  been  idle,  the  nee- 
dle ran  into  her  finger  ;  and,  fhe  fcreaming 
violently,  Mrs.  Crawford  attributed  it  to 
the  fright  they  were  put  in  by  her  fudden 
entrance ;  and  took  occafion  from  this  cir- 
cumftance  to  tell  them,  that  if  they  conti- 
nued to  read  and  puzzle  their  brains  about 
what  did  not  concern  them,  they  would 
foon  be  afraid  of  flirring  from  one  jroom  to 
another. 

H| 

The  young  people,  however,  could  not 

comprehend  this  ;  and,  as  they  were  ceitain 
that  the  little  knowledge  they  had  attained 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fortnight  had  made 
them  infinitely  more  courageous  than  they 
ufed  to  be  (for  they  could  now  face  a  Moufe 
without  alarming  the  Neighbourhood),  they 
began  to  imagine  that  their  Aunt  had  im- 
bibed very  falfe  ideas;  and,  though  they 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  accufe  her  of 
ignorance,  they  wiflied  their  own  Parents 
were  living  to  anfwer  fuch  queflions  as  were 
fuggefted  to  their  notice  by  the  World  of 
Wonders  that  was  juft  at  this  inftant  open- 
ing on  their  fenfes, 
. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  however,  were  vain  regrettings  ; 
and  therefore,  when  Flora  wept  becaufe  (lie 
had  no  one  to  inftruft  her,  Charles  com- 
forted her  by  faying,  that,  if  he  lived,  (he 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  every  thing 
that  was  neceffaiy  for  a  woman  to  know  ; 
and  that  when  he  came  home  from  School 
he  fliould  always  have  a  pleafure  in  being 
her  Preceptor  ;  for  he  had  now  learned  the 
meaning  of  that  word  from  a  Dictionary,  and 
was  not  a  little  proud  of  being  able  to  apply 
it  to  himfelf. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  week,  Flora 
reminded  her  Brother  of  the  Vifit  that  he  was 
to  make  to  A&on-Grove ;  and  one  evening, 
after  School-hours,  he  fet  off,  with  the  in- 
tention of  enquiring  for  Mr.  Oldham. 

Mr.  Oldham,  however,  was  not  return- 
ed ;  and  the  Servant  left  in  charge  of  the 
Houfe  informed  him,  that  Lady  Wimpole 
was  extremely  ill,  and  that  the  family  would 
not  leave  Brighton  till  her  health  was  eftab- 
liflied.  Though  Charles  knew  nothing  of 
her  Ladyfhip,  he  was  very  forry  for  her  in- 
difpofition,  on  her  account  as  well  as  on  his, 
own ;  for  he  concluded  that  every  body  muft 
G  be 
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be  amiable,  and  wife,  and  happy,  who  lived 
in  the  fame  houfe  with  Mr.  Oldham. 

Alas!  poor  Charles  knexv  more  of  Arith- 
metic (little  as  he  knew  of  any  thing)  than 
of  the  Human  Heart,  which  he  had  not 
ftudied,  except  as  its  waywardnefs  related  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford,  in  whom  (by  this 
time)  he  rafhly  judged,  every  unlovely  tem- 
per centered. 

Could  he  have  tranfported  himfelf  to 
Brighton,  and  feen  the  life  that  Lady  Wim- 
pole  pafled  for  one  fingle  day ;  could  he 
have  witnefled  the  Fatigue  that  (he  endured 
and  the  Sainfries  which  (he  made,  for  Faflu- 
on's  fake;  could  he  have  obferved  the  Duties 
that  (he  negle&ed,  and  the  Frivolities  of 
v;hich  (lie  was  guilty,  he  would  have  been 
more  fparing  in  his  Cenfures  of  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford, and  not  have  thought  her  the  only 
woman  in  the  world  that  did  not  make  fome 
ufe  of  her  underftanding. 

It  was  not  without  much  uneafinefs  that 
Mr.  Oldham  heard  of  their  Vifit  being  ex- 
tended from  week  to  week.  Full  well  he 
£new  what  an  impetuous  Youth  would  feel 
at  a  difappointment  of  this  kind  ;  and  he 

would 
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would  have  written,  and  even  have  fent  him 
the  Book,  if  he  had  been  in  poffeffion  of 
his  name  or  place  of  abode  ;  but,  as  he  had 
not  the  leaft  clue  to  either,  he  contented 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  with  the  atten- 
tion that  he  would  (hew  him  when  they  did 
meet. 

In  the  mean  time  Charles  became  a  tole- 
rable Accomptant,  and  Mr.  Crawford  began 
to  look  out  for  a  Matter  for  him.  Morti- 
fied as  Charles  was  at  this  intelligence,  he 
was  fuperior  to  circumftances  ;  and,  even  at 
the  moment  when  he  had  no  profpeft  of  any 
Icope  for  his  Ingenuity  beyond  the  planning 
of  a  Tea  Cadee,  or  the  carving  of  a  Medufa's 
Head,  or  a  Star-fifh,  upon  the  Foot  of  a 
Table  or  Sideboard,  he  exercifed  his  talents 
with  the  activity  of  a  man  that  was  to  attain 
both  wealth  and  fame  by  his  mental  ex- 
ertions. 

The  flock  of  knowledge  which  he  had 
acquired  from  Bewick's  Book  rendered  him  a 
very  agreeable  companion;  and  feveral  boys, 
who  would  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  reading 
for  information,  were  delighted  with  hearing 
Charles  difplay  his  on  a  fubjeft  fo  very  en- 
tertaining. Befides,  what  he  communicated 
to  them  they  thought  worth  remembering; 
i>  2  and 


7  6  KNOWLEDGE    ENCOURAGED. 

and  thus  Charles  became  fo  popular  in  the 
School,  that  his  mailer  often  lent  him  the 
key  of  his  Book-cafe,  which,  though  very 
diminutive,  contained  more  Volumes  than 
Mr.  Browne  had  ever  read,  and  helped 
Charles  to  a  fmattering  of  the  Sciences. 

But  of  what  avail  was  his  knowledge  to 
him,  when  the  very  day  was  fixed  for  his 
being  fent  to  the  Cabinet-maker's.  Of  much 
avail  my  little  readers;  for  it  affifted  him  to 
bear  his  troubles  with  Philofophy.  His 
thoughts  were  fo  entirely  engroffed  with  the 
Beauties  of  Nature,  that  he  had  no  time  to 
pine  and  fret  about  the  houfe;  and  his  filler 
Flora  was  fo  charmed  with  Goldfmith's 
Hiflory  of  England,  which  he  had  procured 
for  her,  that  fhe  was  happier  than  (lie  had 
been  for  fome  months. 

Nor  had  Charles  forgotten  the  promifed 
afiiftance  from  Mr.  Oldham.  He  was  very 
thankful  that  he  was  not  going  many  miles 
from  Aflon-Growe,  as  he  had  determined  to 
vifit  him  every  Holiday  that  his  Mafter  gave 
him;  and  Flora  faid  fhe  would  meet  him  on 
thofe  occafions,  at  a  Cottage  which  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  when  they 
had  walked  till  they  were  tired. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  precife  Situation  of  our 
two  ielf-tanght  Scholars,  when  a  Chaife  and 
Four,  with  Poftilion  Boys  drefled  like  Harle- 
quins, rattled  along  the  Street,  and  flopped 
at  Mr.  Crawford's  Door. 

Enquiries  were  immediately  made  for  the 
Children  of  the  late  Mr.  Melville,  by  a 
iickly-looking  Gentleman  very  much  wrap- 
ped up,  and  particularly  attended  to  by  a 
Lady  much  younger  than  himfelf,  who  was 
in  the  Carriage  with  him.  His  account  of 
himfelf  was,  that  he  was  the  moft  intimate 
Friend  their  Father  had ;  that  he  had  been 
in  India  for  the  laft  twelve  Years;  and  that 
he  had  promifed  Mr.  Melville,  with  whom 
he  correfponded,  that  he  would  transfer  his 
Friendfhip  to  them  in  cafe  he  lived  to  return 
home.  Mr.  Crawford  bowed,  and  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford courtefied;  for  they  fuppo fed  that  he 
was  fome  Foreign  Prince.  They  were,  there- 
fore, very  much  furprized  when,  in  addref- 
fmg  the  Children,  he  told  them,  that  he 
owed  all  he  had  in  the  world  to  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  father,  the  worthy  Clergyman 
of  Winterbourn,  who  taught  him  to  read, 
and  had  given  him  the  Ufe  of  his  Library, 
which  prepared  him  for  a  very  lucrative 
appointment  obtained  him  for  by  the  in- 
G  3  tereft 
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tereft  of  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Melville's  ; 
that  he  was  but  juft  arrived  in  England;  and 
that,  as  his  health  was  very  precarious,  he 
hoped  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  would  give 
Charles  and  Flora  leave  to  accompany  them 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  obje&ed  to  this 
plan,  and  affured  the  Gentleman,  whofe 
name  was  Mufterman,  that  Charles  could 
not  poffibly  do  that,  as  he  was  going  to  a 
Cabinet-maker's  on  trial ;  and  Flora  had  not 
Clothes  fit  for  fuch  a  grand  Vifit.  Mr.  Muf- 
terman, fomewhat  chagrined  at  the  refufal, 
though  more  (hocked  on  learning  the  Defti- 
nation  of  the  Child  of  his  Patron,  defpair- 
ing  of  being  able  to  produce  any  Argument 
that  would  operate  on  their  minds  in  the 
-way  he  wifhed,  put  up  the  Glaffes  of  the 
Chariot  with  fome  vehemence,  and  ordered 
the  Lads  to  drive  to  the  York  Hotel. 

Mrs.  Mufterman  was  fomewhat  furpriz- 
ed  at  thefe  Orders,  as  he  left  home  with  an 
intention  of  returning  there  to  Dinner  ;  but 
he  informed  her  that  he  could  neither  eat 
nor  drink  with  any  fatisfa&ion  till  he  had 
refcued  thefe  Orphans  from  their  neglected 
fituation* 

It 
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It  was  not  that  Mr.  Mufterman  thought 
more  degradingly  of  the  Trade  of  a  Cabinet- 
maker than  of  any  other,  or  that  he  had 
forgotten  his  own  origin  ;  but  he  was  af- 
fe&ed  at  feeing  Charles  and  Flora  exa&ly  in 
the  predicament  that  his  loft  friend  had  pre- 
di&ed  they  would  be  in  at  his  death. 

Unable  to  provide  for  them  himfelf,  the 
declining  Mr.  Melville  forefaw  that  his 
Children  would  be  taken  care  of  by  his  Sif- 
ter and  her  Hufband:  and,  though  he  was 
thankful  that  his  Relations  would  adopt 
them  when  he  was  no  more,  he  was  often 
diftrefled  at  the  idea  of  their  being  brought 
up  in  fuch  extreme  Ignorance  as  he  knew 
they  would  be.  This  fecret,  however,  was 
of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  be  entrufted  to 
the  ear  of  every  one  ;  and  Mr.  Mufterman 
alone  was  in  the  pofleflion  ofit.  His  generous 
heart  recoiled  at  the  little  he  had  feen  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford ;  and  when  he  con- 
templated the  friendship  that  had  fubfifted 
between  himfelf  and  Mr.  Melville,  he  was 
determined  to  educate  the  Boy  at  his  own 
expence. 

The  amiable  Mrs.  Mufterman  made  the 
fame  refolution  with  refped  to  Flora ;  and 

an 
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an  Attorney  was  employed  to  communicate 
their  intentions  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford. 
In  vain  the  Lawyer  reafoned  with  this  gene- 
rous Pair  about  the  inconvenience  they 
would  fubjecl  thefe  Children  to,  if  they,  by 
their  interference,  (hould  fo  far  difpleafe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  as  to  caufe  them  to 
leave  their  immenfe  wealth  to  others.  Mr. 
Mufterman  lilenced  his  Objections  by  a  pro- 
mife  in  that  cafe  to  Portion  them  himfelf ; 
and  they  feparated ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mufter- 
rnari  for  their  own  habitation,  and  the 
Lawyer  to  difpatch  the  bufmefs. 

As  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  were  profeff- 
ed  enemies  to  the  Tallow-Chandler,  their 
Doors  were  barred  and  their  Fires  raked  out 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Lawyer.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, however,  was  not  gone  up  flairs ;  and, 
as  his  Wife  was  at  her  Devotions,  he  ven- 
tured to  hear  what  Mr.  Standiih  had  to 
communicate  ;  and  did  not  oppofe  the  Plan : 
for,  as  he  had  feveral  Nephews  and  Nieces, 
he  had  no  other  reafon  for  leaving  his  Pro- 
perty to  Charles  and  Flora,  than  to  oblige 
his  Wife. 

She,  however,  was  amazingly  difconcert- 
ed  at  the  intelligence;  not  fo  much  becaufe 

(he 
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(lie  loved  the  Children  and  wiflied  them 
well,  as  becaufe  fhe  defpifed  Mr.  Crawford's 
relations,  and  intended  that  they  fhould  re- 
main needy. 

Indeed,  fhe  abfolutely  declared  that  they 
fhould  not  go,  till  the  young  folks  told  her 
that  it  was  their  Father's  dying  requeft  that 
they  fhould  be  taken  care  of  by  Mr.  Mufler- 
man.  This  pacified  her;  and  (lie  faid  with 
fome  afperity,  that,  indeed,  if  that  was  the 
c;ife,  he  fhould  have  his  dying  wifh  fulfilled. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  Mr.  Standifh 
took  them  from  their  Uncle's  in  a  Hackney- 
Coach,  and  left  them  at  the  Schools  ap- 
pointed for  their  reception  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mufterman,  who  often  vifited  them  to  en- 
quire if  they  were  happy.  When  the  Holi- 
days commenced,  Mrs.  Muflerman  dire&ed 
them  to  write  to  their  relations,  to  afk  their 
permiffion  to  fpend  the  Vacation  with  them. 
Mis.  Muflerman  would  have  had  great 
pleafure  in  receiving  them  herfelf,  but  (lie 
thought  it  was  a  compliment  that  they 
ought  to  pay  to  Mr.  and  Mis.  Crawford. 

This  homely  pair  thought,  that,  as  their 
being  there  for  one  Month,  would  make 

very 
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very  little  difference  in  their  weekly  reckon- 
ings, it  would  be  as  well  to  receive  them  as 
not,  particularly  as  they  meant  to  erafe 
them  out  of  their  Will. 

The  Children  accordingly,  very  much 
againft  their  inclination,  went  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crawford's  ;  but  her  furprize  at  feeing 
them,  if  poffible,  more  humble  than  before, 
and  certainly  more  attentive,  had  a  prodi- 
gious effect  upon  her:  and  when  Flora  made 
her  a  very  elegant  Work-bafket  at  a  trifling 
expence,  (he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  ex- 
preflfed  her  concern  at  not  having  put  her  to 
School  at  the  time  when  fhe  was  fo  defirous 
of  going. 

Charles,  likewife,  was  fo  ufeful  to. his 
Uncle  in  writing  his  Letters,  and  making 
out  his  Bills,  that  he  declared  he  would 
make  an  excellent  Tradefman,  if  Mr.  Muf- 
terman  did  not  convert  him  into  as  effemi- 
nate a  creature  as  he  was  himfelf.  The 
Children  too,  no  longer  debarred  the  Means 
of  Improvement,  received  their  Careflfes  with 
more  iatisfaftion,  and  thought  that  they 
ihould  be  forry  to  quit  them. 

But 
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But  Charles  was  now  very  anxious  to 
take  another  Walk  to  Atton-Grove ;  and,  as 
he  generally  rofe  with  the  Lark,  he  purpofed 
accomplifhing  this  excurfion  before  Break- 
faft,  and  in  fa£t  did  reach  Lady  Wimpole's 
Seat  before  any  part  of  the  family  was  flir- 
ring,  except  Mr.  Oldham.  Him  he  faw 
crofs  a  path  that  led  to  an  extenfive  Wood, 
which  was  ornamented  by  a  River  that 
meandered  by  the  fide  of  it.  Mr.  Oldham, 
feeing  Charles  at  a  diftance,  turned  along 
the  Meadow  to  meet  him,  and,  after  ex- 
preffing  his  uneafmefs  at  not  being  able  to 
write  or  fend  to  him,  proceeded  to  make 
very  minute  enquiries  refpefting  his  fitu- 
ation. 

The  conclufion  of  Charles's  fimple  Story 
charmed  him  as  much  as  the  account  he  had 
given  of  himfelf  before  he  had  feen  Mr, 
Muflerman. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  become 
a  very  good  Scholar ;  and  of  his  being  as 
worthy  as  ingenious,  he  entertained  no  fcru- 
ples.  He  even  ventured  to  afk  Charles  to 
Breakfafl  with  him,  only  charging  him  not 
to  mention  Mr.  Muflerman's  Name  in  the 
prefence  of  Sir  Leonard.  He  took  him 

into 
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into  his  Study,  and  was  gratified  with  the 
intelligence  which  his  young  Friend  gave 
him  of  the  various  Authors  that  he  had 
read,  and  the  progrefs  that  he  had  made 
in  feveral  Languages,  in  the  courfe  of  one 
Half-year. 

This  frefh  inftance  of  Mr.  Oldham's  in- 
dependence of  Spirit,  in  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  a  fenfible  and  (hrewd  Country  Boy, 
was  detailed  with  fome  confiderable  aggra- 
vations to  Lady  Wimpole,  by  little  Sir 
Leonard ;  who  was  aflured  by  his  Mother, 
that  Mr.  Oldham  fhould  be  reprimanded  the 
firft  opportunity  fhe  had  of  doing  it  in  an 
effe6lual  manner. 

This  occurred  at  Dinner,  when  Lady 
Wimpole  enquired,  with  fome  warmth,  what 
Boy  had  breakfafted  with  her  Son  that 
morning. 

Mr.  Oldham  replied,  that  it  was  a  very 
promifing  Youth,  whom  he  hoped  foon  to 
introduce  to  her  Ladyfhip  as  a  proper  Com- 
panion for  Sir  Leonard. 

Lady  Wimpole's  Colour  flufhed  even  thro* 
the  layers  of  Rouge  which  had  been  dexter- 

oufly 
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oufly  applied  to  her  Cheeks;  and  in  an  ex- 
alted tone  fhe  reminded  the  Tutor,  that  a 
rufticated  being,  who  had  afked  him  in  the 
prefence  of  her  Son  for  a  Book  to  amufe  him 
in  his  leifure  hours,  could  not  be  a  fit  affo- 
ciate  for  Sir  Leonard,  whatever  his  genius 
might  be ;  and  added,  that  if  Mr.  OJdham 
would  not  promife  to  refign  all  acquaintance 
with  him,  he  (hould  not  be  retained  much 
longer  for  the  impoitant  purpofe  of  edu- 
cating her  Son. 

Mr.  Oldham  difpaffionately,  but  with  a 
firmnefs  which  marked  his  Chara&er  and  en- 
deared him  to  all  the  Company  prefent,  (for 
this  was  Sir  Leonard's  Birth-day),  affured  her 
Ladyfhip,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
abandon  the  Youth  alluded  to. 

"  Then,"  replied  Lady  Wimpole,  "you 
know  the  Alternative." 

Mr.  Oldham  bowed. 

Among  the  opulent  guefts  at  A&on- 
Grove  on  this  day,  were  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Mufterman,  who  had  heard  this  converfation 
with  evident  marks  of  emotion  and  difplea- 
fure;  but,  as  Lady  Wimpole  fuppofed  that 
H  every 
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every  one  prefent  muft  be  of  her  opinion, 
(he  was  rather  plea  fed  than  otherwife  at  ob- 
ferving  their  agitation, 

Politenefs,  and  Refpe6l  for  Decorum, 
conftrained  them  to  forbear  a  verbal  Decla- 
ration which  would  be  fo  extremely  galling 
to  Lady  Wim pole ;  but,  when  they  returned 
home,  a  Letter  was  difpatched  to  folicit  Mr. 
Oldham's  Attentions  to  Charles,  whom  they 
propofed  taking  from  School  that  he  might 
enjoy  the  advantage  of  having  him  for  his 
Preceptor. 

Mrs.  Mufterman  wifhed  alfo  to  have  the 
educating  of  Flora ;  and  her  Hufband  was 
much  pleafed  with  her  Attention  to  thefe 
Children,  who  became  more  and  more  en- 
deared to  him  in  proportion  as  they  pro- 
rnifed  to  inherit  the  Virtues  and  Accom- 
plifhments  which  their  Father  poflefled  in  fo 
eminent  a  degree. 

When  Charles  was  feventfen,  he  was 
equal  in  School  Acquirements  to  any  young 
perfon  of  his  age,  notwithflanding  the  dif- 
advantages  attendant  on  his  having  been 
early  intruded  to  the  care  of  thofe  who 
thought  he  could  not  know  or  fee  too  little  ; 

and 
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' 

and  this  is  a  ftrong  inftance  how  certainly 
Negle&s  in  Children  may  be  furmounted  by 
a  few  years  intenfe  Applications  afterwards. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  a  Tra- 
veller, accompanied  by  his  valuable  Tutor 
Mr.  Oldham  ;  while  Flora  was  introduced 
gradually  to  Mrs.  Muflerman's  Friends;  and 
was  confidered  as  a  very  pretty  and  accom- 
,  plifhed  young  Lady. 

• 
But  neither  Mrs.  Muflerman's  Attentions, 

nor  the  Interference  of  fome  proud  MhTes 
of  her  acquaintance,  who  would  rudely  and 
contemptuously  fpeak  of  her  Aunt,  tempted 
her  to  negleft  the  Duty  which  (he  owed  her* 
Though  Mr.  5c  Mrs.  Mufterman  had  thought 
proper  to  inform  her,  that  they  did  not  fuppofe 
fhe  would  be  made  richer  by  Mrs.  Crawford's 
Death,  Flora  continued  her  Vifits  as  regu- 
larly as  if  (he  had  been  dependant  upon  her; 
and,  Mr.  Crawford  happening  to  die  before 
his  Wife,  Charles  and  Flora  were  remembered 
in  her  difpofal  of  her  property,  and  had  each 
of  them  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  to  ufe  as 
they  thought  proper. 

Thus  were  thefe  Children  rewarded  for 

their  Humility  and  Attention  to  thofe  who, 

H  2  -it 
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It  muft  be  acknowledged,  had  fome  claim 
upon  their  Gratitude  for  the  Care  they  took 
of  them  in  Infancy.  And  the  Tale  (hews, 
that  it  is  poffible  to  be  courteous  and  oblig- 
ing to  our  Inferiors,  without  being  our  own 
Enemies  fo  far  as  to  negleft  the  Cultiva- 
tion of  our  Talents,  which  have  been  given 
us  for  valuable  purpofes,  and  which  ought 
not  to  lie  dormant  to  pleafe  even  the  neareft 
and  deareft  Relation  that  we  have. 


[89  I 


The  Pitfure  for  Tale  the  Fifth. 

A  Church,  and  feveral  Tombftones  in  the  Church- 
Yard,  two  Ladies,  one  older  than  the  other,  look- 
ing upon  one  of  the  Graveftones.  Trees  round  the 
Church-Yard,  and  a  fmall  Inn  near  to  it. 
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.RS.  BELMONT  had  feen  fuch  repeat- 
ed inftances  of  the  Haughtinefs  of  her  Daugh- 
ter's Temper,  that  (he  was  at  times  extremely 
uneafy  at  the  inconveniencies  to  which  fuch 
a  demeanor  would  fubjeft  the  Child  when 
fhe  fhould  be  removed  from  her  by  death,  or 
other  accidents. 

Every  ftratagem  that  (lie  could  devife 
feemed  to  increale  the  evil,  rather  than  re- 
medy it ;  and  the  Child's  infolence  to  Ser- 
vants and  poor  Perfons,  became  fo  notorious, 
that  fcarcely  a  day  patted  without  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont's  experiencing  fome  proud  difplay  of 
Adeline's  confequence. 
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Going  to  Newbery's  one  day,  with  an 
intention  of  purchafing  fome  of  thofe  nume- 
rous books  which  are  fold  there,  all  calculat- 
ed to  promote  virtue  and  improve  the  rifing 
generation,  fhe  perceived  an  old  fervant  of 
her  mother's  pafs  the  coach.  She  immedi- 
ately pulled  the  check  firing,  and  ordered  her 
footman  to  overtake  the  old  woman  in  a  red 
cloak  and  flouched  hat,  and  to  conduct  her 
to  Mrs.  Newbery's  fhop,  without  acquainting 
her  who  it  was  that  wifhed  to  fee  her. 

The  Servant  6beyed  her  orders,  and  led 
Martha  Smollet  back  to  his  Mifhefs.  While 
Mrs.  Belmont  was  recalling  her  girlifh  tricks 
io  the  remembrance  of  her  old  Nurfe,  Mifs 
Adeline  was  turning  over  fome  books  which 
lay  fcattered  on  the  counter,  (which  by  the 
way  fhe  could  fcarcely  read  and  could  not 
comprehend) ;  and  only  condefcended  to 
give  a  fide  glance  at  this  old  woman,  who, 
being  deaf  and  poor,  was  a  very  offenfive 
objeft  to  Adeline. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  this  con- 
ceited girl,  Martha  Smollet  inquired  whether 
Mrs.  Belmont  had  any  children  ?  "  Only 
one,"  replied  Mrs,  Belmont,  "  and  fhe  fhall 

be 
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be  introduced  to  you  to-morrow   when  you 
come  to  dine  with  my  Servants." 

"  Then  Madam."  faid  the  old  Dame, 
"  that  young  Lady  (pointing  to  Adeline)  is 
not  your  Daughter*" 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mrs.  Belmont,  evidently 
embarrafled,  "  that  is  Mifs  Adeline  ;  but  fhe 
is  bufy  this  morning,  and  I  don't  chufe  to 
difturb  her." 

At  the  moment  that  this  reply  fatisfied 
the  old  Nurfe,  it  awoke  the  enquiries  of  a 
mean-looking  Man,  who  was  loitering  about 
Mrs.  Newbery's  Shop,  clothed  in  a  coat  that 
had  once  been  black,  but  had  grown  grey 
in  the  fervice  of  its  mafter. 

Well  acquainted  with  the  windings  of 
the  human  mind  when  afraid  to  acknowledge 
its  own  weaknefs,  he  perceived,  with  the 
fhrewdnefs  of  an  author,  that  Mrs,  Belmont 
*vas  apprehenfive  of  the  unfavourable  recep- 
tion which  the  old  nurfe  would  meet  from 
Mifs  Adeline ;  and,  as  he  wifhed  to  expofe 
a  young  woman  who  had  fuch  an  undue 
influence  over  a  mother  that  appeared  to 
poffefs  the  advantage  of  her  daughter  both 

in 
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in  perfon  and  underftanding,  he  walked  to 
the  counter  where  (he  was  pretending  to 
entertain  herfelf,  and,  affe&ing  ignorance  of 
the  French  Language,  afked  her  to  have  the 
goodnefs  to  tranflite  the  title  of  that  French 
Book  which  (he  held  in  her  hand.  Afhamed 
of  not  being  able  to  tell  even  the  Name  of 
the  Publication  which  (lie  was  apparently  pe- 
rufing,  (he  walked  towards  her  Mother,  and, 
with  an  air  of  difdain,  enquired  how  much 
longer  (lie  intended  flaying  in  fo  tedious  a 
place? 

"  You  have  been  rather  unfortunate  in 
your  term,  Adeline,"  replied  Mrs.  Belmont  ; 
"  for  ihe  Contents  of  this  Shop  are  particu- 
larly calculated  to  drive  away  Ennui;  and 
this  Woman,"  continued  her  Mother,  "  is 
old  Martha  Smollet,  who  nurfed  me,  and  has 
a  great  defire  of  paying  her  refpecls  to  you." 
Adeline  hefitated,  but,  feeing  that  the  pene- 
trating Eye  of  the  Grey-coated  Man  was  fixed 
upon  her,  (lie  fo  far  conquered  her  unto- 
ward Spirit,  as  to  hope  that  (he  enjoyed  her* 
health,  though  fhe  was  fo  very  old.  Martha 
Smollet  affured  her,  that  fhe  did  not  know 
what  it  was  to  have  a  day's  illnefs  and  began 
to  enumerate  the  amiable  difpofitions  which 
her  Mother  difcovered  when  an  infant  !  but 

the 
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the  Dame  was  fiJenced  by  Adeline's  defiring 
her  to  defer  the  enumeration  of  her  Mother's 
good  qualities  till  the  enfuing  day. 

Altho'  Nurfe  Smollet  did  not  perfeftly 
comprehend  the  language  that  Mifs  ufed  on 
this  occafion,  fhe  law  by  her  countenance 
that  the  fubjeft  was  not  agreeable  to  her ; 
and,  as  (he  concluded  that  Madam  muft  have 
made  Mifs  as  good  as  herfelf,  (he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  young  Lady  had  fome  very 
good  reafon  for  her  (hynefs. 

Her  Perfecutor  now  approached  Mrs. 
Belmont,  and  afked  her  the  fame  queftion 
which  he  had  put  to  her  Daughter  a  few 
minutes  before;  which,  with  great  compla- 
cency of  manners,  (he  anfweied  to  his  fatis- 
fa&ion. 

Adeline,  dreading  another  appeal,  re- 
quefted  her  mother  to  go  home  ;  and,  as 
they  were  quitting  the  ihop,  (he  heard  the 
fhabby  Gentleman  mutter  to  himfelf,  "  that 
ignorance  and  incivility  were  infeparable" 

Knowing  that  this  was  applicable  to 
herfelf,  fhe  began  to  wonder  what  difagree- 
able  man  that  was  that  infefled  Mrs.  New- 

bery's 
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bery's,  and  was  aftonifhed  that  any  body  of 
the  leaft  confequence  frequented  the  Shop, 
when  they  were  liable  to  meet  with  fuch 
low  company. 

<c  The  Perfon  in  queftion,  Adeline,  has 
not  the  appearance  of  an  ill  educated  man." 

"  He  certainly  was  a  poor  Garretteer, 
Madam,  or  a  Village  Schoolmafler,  or  fome- 
thing  inferior  to  both.  He  was,  ignorant 
if  you  remember,  of  French." 

41  And,  therefore,  not  of  the  firft  defcrip- 
tion,  Adeline,  for  they  are  generally  Scho- 
lars ;  nor  of  the  fecond,  for  Schoolmafters 
never  betray  their  ignorance ;  but  he  may  be 
included  in  your  hit  order  of  beings  for  any 
thing  that  I  know  about  him.  He  looks, 
however,  fhrewd  and  fenfible ;  and  I  fliould 
have  no  obje6lion  to  meet  him  again." 

"  I  don't  care  how  often  you  fee  him, 
Madam,  provided  I  am  not  with  you." 

"  How  has  he  offended  you?"  inquired 
Mrs.  Belmont.  "  He  has  not  offended  me, 
Madam  ;  but  there  was  an  unpardonable 
impertinence  in  his  afkingus  any  queftions." 

"It 
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"  It  was  not  altogether  decorous,  to  be 
fure,  my  dear  Adeline  ;  but  his  age  fan&i- 
oned  the  liberty  ;  and  he  feemed  to  me  as 
if  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  being  allowed 
the  privilege  of  interrogation." 

"  His  ignorance  of  the  French  Language 
is  a  proof  that  he  is  Nobody." 

"  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  this  was 
not  affumed,  in  order  to  know  whether  you 
were  the  accomplished  young  Lady  that  you 
affecled  to  be  when  you  were  too  intenfely 
engaged  with  French  Authors  to  notice  poor 
honeft  Martha  Smollet,  who  feemed-  to  hit 
his  fancy  very  much,  though  he  faid  nothing 
to  her." 

As  Mrs.  Belmont  was  perfuaded,  that 
any  thing  like  the  continuation  of  an  argu- 
ment did  more  harm  than  good,  (lie  plea- 
fantly  diverted  the  fubje6l  by  obferving, 
that  (he  (hould  not  be  furprized  if  he  was 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ;  for  (he  was 
•ft ruck  with  the  attention  that  Mrs.  Newbery 
paid  him. 

Adeline  laughed  at  her  Mother's  con- 
ceit, and  they  both  fat  down  to  dinner, 

very 
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very  much  fatigued  with  their  morning's 
ramble  ;  for  they  had  been  at  Mifs  Linwood's 
Rooms,  and  at  the  Exhibition  at  Somerfet 
Houfe,  as  well  as  at  Mrs.  Newbery's. 

When  the  cloth  was  withdrawn,  and 
while  they  were  talking  over  the  events  of 
the  day,  a  loud  rap  was  given,  and  a  gentle- 
man defired  the  fervant  who  opened  the  door 
to  inform  his  Miftrefs  that  he  begged  a  private 
conference  with  her  for  a  few  minutes.  The 
meffage  was  delivered,  and  Mifs  Adeline  and 
the  being  who  had  tormented  her,  met  at  the 
Parlour  Door. 

He  then  informed  Mrs.  Belmont,  that, 
ftrange  as  this  vifit  might  appear  to  her  and 
her  Daughter,  it  was  made  in  pure  good 
nature  to  the  young  Lady,  who,  he  was 
forry  to  obferve,  was  one  of  thofe  felf-opi- 
xriated  Mifles,  who,  from  being  undutiful 
Children,  became  unruly  Wives,  and  finifhed 
their  career  by  being  oppreflive  Mothers. 
He  informed  her,  that,  being  one  of  thofe 
fingular  mortals  who  have  nothing  to  hope 
from  the  fmiles  of  his  fellow-creatures,  or  to 
fear  from  their  frowns,  he  made  a  pra6lice 
of  fpending  fome  hours  every  day  in  trying 
to  rectify  the  errors  of  mankind. 

"  And 
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"  And  how,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Belmont, 
"  would  you  have  *ie  atone  for  the  miftakes 
that  I  have  made  in  Adeline's  Education?" 

"  By  fending  her  to  School,  where  (he 
will  learn  that  difficult  leflbn,  Subjection,  with 
lefs  violence  to  her  Feelings  than  by  any 
punifhment  that  you  can  infiift." 

ft  You  are  an  advocate,  I  perceive  Sir, 
for  Public  Education." 

"  Only,  Madam,  under  particular  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  for  inflance,  when  the  Parent 
has  no  Authority,  and  the  Child  no  Grati- 
tude." 

"  Do  you  apprehend  that  this  is  exaftly 
our  Cafe?  Give  me  leave  to  affure  you,  that 
my  Daughter  is  a  very  affe&ionate  Child ; 
and  if  I  am  ill,  or  in  trouble,  (he  grieves 
exceedingly." 

"  It  ispoflible,  Madam,  that  your  Daugh- 
ter may  have  an  infinite  deal  of  Gratitude 
lurking  in  her  bofom ;  but  it  is  fmothered 
by  every  unlovely  particle  of  Temper  that 
can  enter  the  heart  of  a  Child.  If  you  com- 
mand, does  fhe  not  difpute  your  Orders? 
i  If 
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If  you  entreat,  does  fhe  not  prefume  on  your 
Forbearance?  And  if  you  threaten,  does  fhe 
not  defy  your  Authority  ?  How  does  fhe 
repay  you  for  the  anxious  days  and  watchful 
nights  that  you  have  had  on  her  account, 
when  every  innocent  pleafure  that  in  the 
leaft  degree  interfered  with  her  intereft  was 
fainfried  with  chearfulnefs  ?  by  being  more 
dutiful  than  thofe  who  have  not  had  this 
tender  care  beftowed  on  them,  or  lefs  fo? 
What  part  of  her  Conduft  is  praife- worthy? 
Is  fhe  admired  by  your  Acquaintance?  Is 
fhe  efteemed  by  your  Servants,  or  beloved 
by  her  Companions?" 

Mrs.  Belmont  remained  filent.  She  per- 
ceived, that  to  extenuate  the  Faults  of  her 
Child,  was  only  to  expofe  herfelf  to  con- 
tempt and  derifion  ;  and  therefore  fhe  fup- 
prefled  the  feelings  of  her  maternal  heart, 
which  bled  at  the  unflattering  reprefentation 
which  this  curious  Sage  had  given  of  her 
only  Daughter. 

"  And  do  you  hefitate,"  inquired  he, 
"  about  taking  my  Advice?" 

"  I'll  give  the  Subjeft  a  confident  ion," 
replied  Mrs.  Belmont ;  «'  and,  if  you  will 

call 
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call  upon  me  in  the  courfe  of  a  month,  you 
will  know  my  determination.11 

"  If  you  do  not  fend  her  to  School  to- 
morrow," rejoined  the  fqualid-looking  Re- 
monflrancer,  "  you'll  not  fend  her  at  all." 

"  To-morrow  !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont. 

"  To-morrow,  or  Never,"  returned  he; 
and,  taking  up  his  Hat  and  Cane,  walked 
haftily  out  of  the  houfe,  and  was  out  of  fight 
before  Mrs.  Belmont's  Servant  had  anfwered 
her  bell. 

As  foon  as  Mrs.  Belmont  had  compofed 
herfelf  fufficiently  to  admit  Adeline,  die  fent 
for  her  into  the  Parlour;  but  (he  entered  it 
with  fuch  a  confequential  air,  that  her  Mo- 
ther was  really  afraid  to  fpeak,  left  (he  ihould 
receive  fome  impertinent  Anfwer,  which 
would  make  it  neceifary  for  her  to  put  the 
Stern  Obferver's  advice  into  execution  be- 
fore (he  had  taken  time  to  confider  the  uti- 
lity of  the  Plan,  and  how  far  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  the  evils  which  (he  could 
not  deny  did  exift,  in  fpite  of  her  wifh  not 
to  fee  them. 

i  2  Adeline,  , 
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Adeline,  however,  was  not  fo  guarded  as 
her  Mother ;  and,  when  (he  was  bent  on 
gratifying  her  ill  temper,  fhe  never  gave  her- 
fclf  the  trouble  to  confider  Confequences. 

On  this  occafion,  (he  out-did  herfelf; 
for  (he  was  fo  extremely  offended  at  being 
ordered  out  of  the  Room  for  the  admifikm 
of  Mr.  Glenner,  that  even  the  affiduities  of 
her  Mother  could  not  reftore  her  ruffled 
paffions  to  harmony  again. 

When  fhe  handed  her  a  Cup  of  nice  Tea, 
fhe  was  defired  by  this  rude  Girl  to  Jet  it 
remain  on  the  table  till  it  was  cooler,  that 
her  Teeth  might  not  be  injured.  If  (he  was 
preffed  to  eat  ibme  Muffin,  fhe  chofe  Bread 
and  Butter.  If  Mrs.  Belmont  ftirred  the 
Fire,  Mifs  protefted  that  fhe  was  dying  of 
heat :  and  if  by  chance  (he  left  the  Door 
open,  (he  was  perifhing  with  Cold. 

Mrs.  Belmont  now  exerted  herfelf,  and, 
after  calmly  appealing  to  Adeline's  Recollec- 
tion, for  a  proof  of  the  forbearance  of  her 
temper  towards  her,  and  the  repeated  oppor- 
tunities that  (he  had  given  her  of  corre6ting 
the  impetuofity  and  pride  of  her  own,  fhe 
affured  her,  in  a  firmer  tone  of  voice  than 

(he 


GRATITUDE    FOR    GOOD    ADVICE.        IOI 

(he  had  ever  addreffed  her  in  before,  that  (he 
was  determined  (he  fhould  go  for  a  year  to 
Mrs.  Viner's  Seminary;  where  (he  would 
meet  with  feveral  young  Women,  who,  by 
difputing  her  Claim  to  the  Attentions  which 
(he  thought  herfelf  intitled  to,  would  indi- 
re&ly  be  the  means  of  her  attaining,  among 
other  valuable  acquifitions,  that  important 
branch  of  education,  Diffidence. 

Adeline  was  fo  far  convinced  of  her 
Mother's  Intention,  as  to  refrain  from  re- 
monftrating  with  her.  She  perceived  a  refo- 
lutenefs  in  her  manner  that  (he  had  never 
noticed  before,  and  attributed  this  decifion 
of  Conduft  to  Mr.  Glenrier. 

As  the  reader  knows,  (he  was  perfe&ly 
right  in  her  furmife.  The  day  that  was  to  be 
fignalized  by  the  arduous  Conqueft  of  part- 
ing with  her  Daughter,  for  her  own  benefit, 
would  have  been,  as  it  often  had  been  be- 
fore, procraftinated  till  her  anger  at  the  fla- 
grancy  of  the  Difobedience  had  been  appeafed 
by  fome  blotfom  of  Good-humour,  or  the 
wound  healed  by  the  lenient  hand  of  time, 
if  Mr.  Glenner's  opinion,  "To-morrow  or 
never,"  had  not  occafioned  her  to  doubt 
her  own  fortitude. 

i  3  To 
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To  Mrs.  Viner's,  therefore,  was  Mifs 
Adeline  taken  by  her  Mother  the  next 
Morning;  and  Che  difguifed  her  feelings  fo 
as  to  appear  to  part  from  her  with  chearful- 
nefs.  Not  fo  Adeline.  Her  Ingratitude  to 
the  befl,  the  fondeft  of  Mothers,  prevented 
her  from  clofing  her  Eyes  the  whole  of  the 
Night;  and  in  the  Morning,  when  (he  un- 
derftood  that  (he  was  to  drefs  without  any 
affiftance  from  a  Servant,  (he  thought  exift- 
ence  fcarcely  defirable. 

By  Breakfaft-time,  all  the  young  Ladies, 
except  Adeline,  were  neatly,  and  fome  of 
them  elegantly  adorned;  but  her  Safh  and 
Frock,  from  not  being  folded  up  the  preced- 
ing night,  was  evidently  worfe  for  the  wear, 
while  her  Hair  was  abfolutely  matted  toge- 
ther for  want  of  combing.  Her  Skin,  like- 
•wife,  had  a  dingy  appearance ;  for,  having 
forgotten  her  Almond  Pafte,  (he  was  afraid 
of  applying  Soap  to  her  Face  and  Hands,  left 
it  fhould  make  the  former  appear  fcorbutic 
and  the  latter  coarfe. 

When  the  Tea-table  was  removed,  and 
the  Scholars  began  to  apply  to  bufinefs, 
Adeline  chofe  a  Seat  that  looked  into  the 
Garden  upon  a  Bed  of  Rofes  and  Pinks  ; 

but 
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but  (he  was  foon  defired,  by  a  taller  Girl' 
than  herfelf,  of  a  majeflic  appearance,  with 
an  oval  face  and  piercing  black  eyes,  to  re- 
fign  that  Chair  to  her, 

Adeline  was  not  fufficiently  at  home  to 
contefl  the  matter  with  her;  but  (he  yielded 
to  her  requefl  in  fuch  an  ungracious  man- 
ner, that  Mifs  Sturt  fought  the  Governefs, 
and  acquainted  her  with  Mifs  Adeline's  un- 
wiliingnefs  to  allow  her  the  privilege  of  an 
elder  Pupil. 

Mrs.  Viner  fent  for  Adeline,  and,  on  the 
report  of  Mifs  Sturt,  reprimanded  her  for 
not  fubmitting  to  the  Rules  of  the  School, 
of  which  it  was  impoffible  that  (he  or  any 
other  of  the  young  Ladies  (hould  be  igno- 
rant, as  they  hung  up  in  different  parts  of 
the  Room. 

Adeline  felt  extremely  enraged;  but  had 
not  courage  to  argue  the  Point  with  fo 
ftately  a  looking  Woman  as  Mrs.  Viner ; 
and  this  Lady,  conftruing  her  filence  into 
convi&ion,  thought  (he  fhould  have  much 
lefs  trouble  with  her  than  (he  had  imagined 
from  Mrs.  Belmont's  reprefentation. 

Adeline 
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Adeline  had  began  a  Piece  of  Embroi- 
dery before  fhe  quitted  home,  and  her  Mo- 
ther advifed  her  to  finifh  it  at  Mrs.  Viner's. 

The  young  Ladies,  eager  to  fee  the  tafle 
of  Mifs  Adeline,  gathered  round  her,  but 
took  the  liberty  all  of  them  of  criticifing  it. 
Some  obje&ed  to  the  Work,  others  to  the 
Colours;  Mifs  Topham  protefted,  that  the 
Rofe-buds  were  like  Filberts  ;  and  Mifs  Sturt 
declared,  that  the  Butterflies  were  as  large 
as  Sparrows.  Adeline,  who  thought  herfelf 
the  moft  accomplished  young  Lady  in  the 
whole  neighbourhood,  was  almoft  diftra&ed 
with  vexation;  and  yet  only  one  hour  of  the 
fix  was  tranfpired. 

Mrs.  Viner  perceived  her  Diftrefs,  and, 
knowing  how  extremely  fatiguing  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Mind  in  favour  of  Virtue  were  to 
thofe  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  indulg- 
ing every  peccant  humour,  very  kindly  ad- 
vifed her  to  lie  down  on  the  bed  for  an  hour 
till  fhe  had  recovered  her  fpirits.  Adeline, 
glad  of  any  excufe  to  leave  the  fociety  of 
thofe  who  had  mortified  her  in  thd  moft  un- 
equivocal manner,  accepted  of  Mrs.  Viner's 
Propofal,  and,  having  locked  the  Chamber 
Door,  threw  herfelf  on  a  Chair,  which,  by 

its 
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its  fluffed  back  and  proje6Hng  elbows,  in- 
vited Sleep;  but  her  tumultuous  Heart  beat 
too  quick  for  her  Eyelids  to  clofe,  and  her 
various  troubles  were  an  antidote  to  Slumber. 

In  this  filent  and  gloomy  Apartment, 
which  was  only  ufed  when  the  others  were 
occupied,  and  was  therefore  fcarcely  ever 
opened  but  when  the  Lady  Mackintofh  bro't 
her  grandchildren  to  School,  Adeline  contem- 
plated her  heavy  misfortunes ;  for  heavy  in- 
deed muft  be  the  burden  of  that  Individual 
who  is  at  enmity  with  all  the  reft  of  her 
fpecies. 

At  any  other  time,  the  difpofition  of 
the  antique  furniture,  and  the  unmeaning 
figures  on  the  tapeftry,  would  have  been 
iufficient  to  have  excited  her  Indignation ; 
but  Adeline  was  already  become  lefs  faftidi- 
ous.  The  dread  of  again  encountering  the 
Circle,  who  were  fo  totally  independant  of 
her  as  to  fay  exa&ly  what  they  thought, 
occupied  her  attention ;  while  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Indulgences  that  fhe  had  forfeit- 
ed through  her  own  folly  occafioned  her  to 
(hed  floods  of  tears. 


In 
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In  the  moment  of  repentance  the  Dinner 
Bell  rang,  and  a  tap  was  given  at  Adeline's 
Door  by  one  of  the  Half-boarders.  Adeline 
affured  her  that  fhe  would  be  down  in  a  Mi- 
nute; but,  catching  a  fight  of  herfelf  as  fhe 
paffed  a  Swing-glafs,  (lie  could  not  refift  the 
temptation  of  going  to  the  Toilette  to  wafh 
her  Eyes  with  Elder-flower  Water,  and  put- 
ting on  a  clean  laced  Cap.  But  by  the  time 
that  fhe  had  drawn  it  round  her  face  in  exa6l 
plaits,  and  tried  whether  the  pink  or  the 
blue  ribband  looked  beft,  the  young  Ladies 
had  nearly  dined. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  table  a  Seat  was 
left  unoccupied  for  her ;  and  (he  was  helped 
to  a  flice  of  roaft  beef  and  baked  pudding  ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  her,  fhe  could  not 
eat  any  Meat  without  having  it  buried  in 
Muftard,  or  drowned  in  Vinegar;  and  as 
neither  of  thefe  articles  were  feen  on  any 
plate  at  Mrs.  Viner's  table,  fhe  concluded 
that  they  were  not  allowed. 

However,  fhe  faid  nothing,  though  fhe 
had  the  profpeft  of  being  half  ftarved ;  for 
fhe  had  feen  enough  of  Mrs.  Viner  to  know, 
that  the  Regulations  of  her  School  were  never 
to  be  infringed.  The  determined  fpirit  of 

that 
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that  Lady  left  her  without  hope  of  being 
differently  treated  from  the  reft  of  the  Scho- 
lars ;  and  though,  to  her,  the  Difcipline  of 
Body  and  Mind  was  an  Herculean  Under- 
taking, {he  faw  that  it  muft  be  accomplifhed 
if  (he  meant  to  enjoy  a  day's  Peace. 

This  was  a  very  wife  Conclufion  of  Ade- 
line's ;  but  little  did  fhe  know  of  the  diffi- 
culty  of  conquering  bad  Habits  and  of  go- 
verning a  Temper  fo  unruly  as  was  her  own. 

At  Supper-time  fhe  was  extremely  hun- 
gry ;  but  (he  was  ready  to  faint  at  the  frneli 
of  Cheefe;  and  as  to  the  Bread  and  Butter, 
the  pieces  were  fo  much  more  fit  for  Plough- 
men than  for  delicate  Miffes,  that  fhe  pre- 
ferred going  to  bed  with  an  empty  ftomach. 

The  Morning  again  brought  its  Trials; 
and  Adeline  was  hurried  down  flairs  before 
fhe  had  obferved,  in  her  Looking-glafs,  whe- 
ther her  Ringlets  were  artleffly  difpofed  on 
her  Forehead,  or  her  Cap  more  inclined  to 
the  left  than  the  right  fide;  which  were  al- 
ways obje&s  of  attention  with  her,  as  fhe 
ridiculoufly  conceived  that  this  trifling  ar- 
rangement had  a  prodigious  effeft  upon  the 
general  caft  of  her  Countenance, 

Prayers, 
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Prayers,  however,  were  of  more  import- 
ance in  Mrs.  Viner's  rational  Syftem  than 
unmeaning  Decoration ;  and  (he  devoutly 
read  aloud  the  Leffons  of  the  Day  at  eight 
in  the  morning,  and  nine  in  the  evening. 

Adeline  had  been  little  ufed  to  Ceremo- 
nies of  this  kind ;  for  (he  was  often  orna- 
menting her  Perfon  when  her  good  Mother 
thought  that  (he  was  at  her  Devotions;  and, 
as  Mrs.  Belmont  had  not  adopted  the  pious 
cuftom  of  affembling  her  Servants  together, 
Mifs  fo  feldom  bent  her  Knee  but  at  Church, 
that  (he  could  not  endure  to  be  a  grange 
fgttre  all  day  on  account  of  being  time 
enough  for  Prayers ;  but  as  no  one  was  al- 
lowed to  be  abfent  from  their  place  at  this 
period,  (he  was  obliged  to  attend  ;  and  (lie 
was  very  often  laughed  at  foi  her  flovenly 
appearance. 

This  affe6led  her  in  a  very  vulnerable 
part ;  and  after  Mifs  Sturt  (who  was  the 
oldeft  Girl,  and  from  that  circumftance  the 
moft  confequential)  had  been  one  day  en- 
quiring whether  fhe  had  a  Hair-comb  to  keep 
her  Locks  from  flowing  into  her  Mouth,  fhe 
\vas  vain  enough  to  put  in  a  Diamond  one. 

This 
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This  circumftance  did  not  efcape  Mrs* 
Viner's  Obfervation  ;  and,  trivial  as  it 'was 
in  itfelf,  the  a&ion  betrayed  a  Spirit  which 
fhe  thought  proper  to  mortify ;  and  there- 
fore carelefsly  inquired  of  Mifs  Sturt,  whe- 
ther fhe  took  care  of  her  Jewels?  adding, 
"  I  (hould  like  to  fee  if  they  are  in  as  nice 
order  as  when  your  Uncle  gave  them  to 
you." 

Mifs  Sturt  brought  to  Mrs.  Viner  a  Box 
of  no  inconfiderable  fize,  which  was  nearly 
filled  with  the  mofl  coftly  and  beautiful  Di- 
amonds. 

The  young  Ladies  left  their  Seats  to 
view  the  fplendid  Earrings,  and  Necklaces, 
and  Lockets  which  Mifs  Sturt  poffeffed ;  and 
Adeline,  poor  Adeline,  felt  quite  afhamed 
of  the  Poverty  of  her  Commode  ;  for,  befide 
the  Tortoife-fhell  Comb  ornamented  with  a 
fmgle  row  of  Diamonds,  (he  could  only  ex- 
hibit a  Ring  which  had  been  given  her  to 
look  at,  till  (he  was  old  enough  to  be  feen 
with  it  on  her  finger. 

But,  though  one  or  two  fuch  inftances,' 

which  occured  during  the  firft  Month,  caufed 

a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  her  Vanity,  they 

K  by 
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by  no  means  eradicated  the  Seeds  which  pro- 
duced thefe  gaudy  Flowers  of  Pride  and 
Polly.  And  therefore,  when  Mifs  Sturt  had 
(hewn  her  fuperiority  over  her  as  far  as  the 
jewels  gave  her  that  claim,  and  Mifs  Daniel 
had  been  declared  her  Competitor  in  Beauty, 
fhe  began  to  talk  loudly  of  her  Pedigree. 

This  new  Difplay  of  Arrogance  foorx 
reached  Mrs,  Viner's  ear ;  who  informed 
Adeline,  that  if  fhe  conceived  that  fhe  had 
any  thing  to  boaft  of  in  this  refpeft,  (he  la- 
boured under  a  very  great  miftake;  for  to 
her  knowledge  her  Grandfather  was  many 
years  Clerk  to  Mifs  Daniel's  Father,  whom 
(he  had  been  rudely  accufmg  of  Poverty  be- 
caufe  her  Mother  did  not  keep  a  Carriage. 
"  Befide,"  continued  Mrs.  Viner,  "  you 
fhould  have  been  the  laft  in  the  School  to 
have  claimed  any  prior  attention  from  this 
inconfiderable  circumftance  ;  for  thofe  of  my 
Scholars  who  have  thefe  accidental  Honors  to 
be  proud  of,  are  the  moft  attentive  to  you, 
and  the  mofl  tender  of  giving  you  offence. 

"  Mifs  Sturt,"  faid  Mrs.  Viner,  "  is  an 
Earl's  Daughter,  and  ought  to  be  called  Lady 
Caroline  Sandford  ;  but  (he  begged  permif- 
£on  to  aifume  the  name  of  Mifs  Sturt,  in  order 

that 
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that  (lie  might  appear  more  upon  an  equality 
with  the  other  Scholars,  whofe  fathers  are 
either  merchants  or  country  gentlemen." 

"  And  don't  you  think,  Madam,"  faid 
Adeline,  "  that  it  was  an  oflentatious  kind 
.of  requeft,  and  proceeded  from  an  affe£led 
humility  ?" 

"  I  (hould  have  thought  Co,"  replied 
Mrs.  Viner,  "  if  her  Conduct  had  not  con- 
vinced me  of  the  contrary.  I  don't  fay," 
continued  fhe,  "  that  Mils  Sturt  is  altoge- 
ther what  I  wifh  to  fee  her;  but  if  fhe  is  too 
free  in  her  Cenfures  (which  was  the  cafe 
u-hen  (lie  found  fault  with  your  Embroidery, 
before  your  acquaintance  with  her  jufti- 
fied  that  Freedom.)  She  is  likewife  very 
forry  when  (he  has  put  any  one  to  the  leaft 
pain  ;  and  as  foon  as  you  retired,  (he  came 
to  me,  confeffed  the  impropriety  of  her  con- 
duft,  and  hoped  that  you  would  attribute  it 
to  giddinefs. 

Adeline,  who,  like  the  filly  Jackdaw, 
had  attempted  to  fhine  in  borrowed  feathers, 
was  now  convinced  of  her  Miftake,  and  was 
forry  for  it  in  proportion  as  (he  had  expofed 
herfelf. 

K  2  But 
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But  Mrs.  Viner  did  not  defpair  of  being 
able  in  a  very  fhort  time  to  make  her  Pupil 
in  love  with  Goodnefs  and  Virtue,  from 
mote  difmterefled  motives  than  now  actu- 
ated her. 

By  degrees,  Mifs  Adeline,  became  recon- 
ciled even  tothofe  Rules  of  the  School  which 
moft  interfered  with  her  Paffion  for  finery ; 
and,  as  (he  was  infinitely  lefs  accomplifhed 
than  many  of  Mrs.  Viner's  young  Ladies, 
(he  began  to  grow  daily  lefs  conceited  of  her 
own  Abilities,  and  more  difpofed  to  acknow- 
ledge Merit  in  others. 

While  (he  was  in  this  improving  ftate, 
the  Holidays  commenced,  and  Mifs  Adeline 
was  fent  for  home;  but  what  a  Contraft  to 
herfelf  was  (he  become  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  months! 

Her  Mother,  eager  to  fee  her,  had  fta- 
tioned  herfelf  at  the  Parlour  Door,  by  which 
means  (he  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
the  Salutations  which  (he  gave  to  the  Ser- 
vants ;  and  (he  was  fo  affe6led  by  the  Con- 
defcenfion  of  her  Manners,  that  (he  could 
not  refrain  from  weeping  for  joy  at  the 

happy 
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happy  Change  which    this  Scheme    of  Mr. 
Gleaner's  had  produced  in  fo  fhort  a  time. 

Anxious  to  teftify  her  Approbation,  (he 
propofed  their  taking  an  excurfion  to  Bilboc- 
Abbey,  and  dining  with  Mrs.  Montrofe. 

Adeline  thought  the  Plan  an  agreeable 
one ;  for  Mrs.  Montrofe  was  a  favourite 
with  her,  even  at  the  time  when  (he  ima- 
gined the  World  was  half  filled  with  difa- 
greeable  Creatures. 

They  were  in  the  Chariot  by  nine  in  the 
Morning ;  and  for  the  firfl  five  miles,  the 
Roads  were  fo  good,  and  the  Horfes  in  fuch 
high  fpirits,  that  Mrs.  Belmont  was  afraid  of 
being  there  fome  hours  before  the  Family 
expe&ed  them. 

Oppofite  to  the  tenth  mile  flone,  which 
was  not  more  than  four  miles  from  Bilboc 
Abbey,  a  Woman  by  her  mournful  cries 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Coachman, 
who,  of  his  own  accord,  flopped,  and,  put- 
ting his  Hand  to  his  Hat,  leaned  over  his 
J3ox-feat,  to  acquaint  his  Miftrefs  that  a  poor 
Woman  was  crying  over  a  dead  Infant. 

K  3  Adeline 
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Adeline  was  the  firft  to  clefire  him  to 
Hop  ;  for  Mrs.  Belmont  was  rather  dubious, 
whether  the  circumftance  of  being  detained 
by  the  Servant  upon  the  Road,  to  aflift  a 
Sufferer  of  his  own  difcovering,  would  not 
be  rather  too  great  a  trial  for  her  Daughter 
to  endure  with  any  fort  oftemper.  She  was 
charmed,  however,  to  find  that  her  Patience 
exceeded  her  moft  fanguine  expectations,  and 
that  the  imperious  and  fcornful  Mifs  Bel- 
mont was  transformed  into  a  humane  and 
humble  being. 

Adeline  minutely  inquired  into  the  poor 
Woman's  Diftrefs ;  and  found  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  the  brutal  conduft  of  a  Wag- 
goner, who  had  permitted  his  horfcs  to  tram- 
ple upon  the  Infant,  becaufe  it  did  not 
move  out  of  the  path  at  the  moment  he  or- 
dered her. 

The  Child  was  breathlefs,  and  nothing 
could  be  done  for  her;  but  two  Gentlemen, 
whopaffed  foon  after  the  barbarous  a6lion  had 
been  committed,  were  in  purfuit  (the  Woman 
faid)  of  the  Murderer,  who  had  left  his  horfes 
and  waggon  at  a  neigbouring  Public-houfe, 
on  perceiving  that  the  accident  was  noticed 

by 
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by  an  old  Man  who  was  repairing  a  broken 
fence  in  a  meadow  at  fome  little  diftance. 

This  grey-headed  Peafant  being  Grand- 
father to  the  Child,  an  alarm  was  made  by 
him,  which  terrified  the  Waggoner,  and 
caufed  him  to  take  to  his  heels,  if  poflible 
to  elude  Juftiee. 

When  Mrs.  Belmont  had  recovered  the 
(hock  which  this  dreadful  fight  had  given 
her,  (he  was  fo  delighted  with  the  interefl 
that  Adeline  took  in  the  Woman's  trouble, 
and  the  tender  manner  in  which  (he  inter- 
fered about  every  thing  that  concerned  her, 
that  (lie  could  not  help  railing  her  eyes  to 
Heaven,  to  thank  the  Giver  of  thofe  difpo- 
fitions  which,  wherever  conferred,  make  his 
own  imperfeft  Creatures  refemble  in  fome  de- 
gree that  Pattern  of  Mercy,  who  went  about 
doing  good  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men. 

Before  Adeline  had  compofed  the  Wo- 
man's mind,  and  procured  her  thofe  Cor- 
dials which  (he  thought  her  fituation  re- 
quired, it  was  paft  Mrs.  Montrofe's  dinner 
hour;  and  when  Mrs.  Belmont  expreffed  her 
concern  at  having  made  Mrs.  Montrofe  wait 
in  uncertain  expe&ation;  Adeline  obferved, 

that 
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that  (he  muft  be  a  very  unfeeling  Woman  if 
(he  adverted  to  her  own  inconvenience,  after 
(he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  caufe 
of  their  impun&uality. 

On  driving  up  the  Sweep,  they  faw  a 
number  of  perfons  in  Mrs.  Montrofe's  Draw- 
ing Room  ;  and  Mrs.  Belmont  began  to 
ftraiten  Adeline's  Gown,  which  had  been 
very  much  tumbled  by  the  a£live  part  (lie 
had  taken  in  affifting  poor  Mrs.  Manfei  ; 
but  Adeline  affured  her  that  (he  was  proud 
of  her  Difhabille,  as  it  was  the  firft  A&icn 
that  ever  (he  had  done  that  had  given  her 
real  pleafure. 

From  fuch  Expreflions,  what  Virtue 
might  not  Mrs.  Belmont  reafonably  expert! 
The  eyes,  indeed,  of  the  whole  company, 
were  fixed  upon  this  young  Woman  ;  for 
her  obliging  deportment  was  fuch  a  recom- 
mendation to  her  beauty,  that,  even  before 
the  ftory  of  her  Attention  to  the  Woman 
had  been  Telated,  they  weie  prepoffeffed  ia 
her  favour. 

When  the  Ladies  were  withdrawn,  Mifs 
Adeline  Belmont  was  the  topic;  and  feveral 
Gentlemen  allured  Mr,  Moatrofe,  that  they 

fhould 
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fhoulcl  not  have  known  her  again  if  fhc  had 
not  been  with  her  mother. 

Her  Conduft  was  fo  uniformly  gentle, 
and  fo  attentive  to  Mrs.  Belmont's  wifhes, 
that  when  the  Holidays  expired  (he  could 
not  think  of  parting  with  her.  Nor  did  (lie 
require  any  inftruftions  but  what  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont  was  capable  of  affording  her;  for  (he 
rofe  fo  early  in  a  morning,  and  had  fo  much 
more  time  to  adorn  her  mind  after  (he  had 
rifen  than  when  (he  employed  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  day  to  decorate  her  perfon,  that 
her  improvement  was  very  evident  to  the 
friends  who  vifited  her  mother  ;  and  their 
attachment  to  each  other  was  fo  undiffem- 
bled,  that,  if  they  could  but  have  feen  Mr. 
Glenner  once  more,  their  happinefs  would 
have  been  complete;  but  their  inquiries  after 
this  eccentric  Chara6ter  were  made  without 
the  leaft  fuccefs ;  and  they  could  not  deter- 
mine whether  he  was  a  Dignitary  or  a  Cu- 
rate, a  Lord  or  a  Plebian  ;  till  chancing  one 
Summer  to  walk  in  a  Church-yard  in  Breck- 
nockfhire,  while  their  Dinner  was  preparing, 
they  caught  the  well-known  Name  of  Glen- 
ner upon  a  Tomb-done;  and  from  the  In- 
fcription,  which  was  in  Englifh,  they  con- 
cluded that  it  mufl  be  their  friend.  They 

were 
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were  not  miflaken  in  their  furmife ;  for  the 
Landlady  defcribed  the  fick  Gentleman  who 
had  lodged  at  her  houfe  for  fix  months  be- 
fore his  death,  to  be  the  fame  who  had  vi- 
fited  them  upon  a  memorable  occafion.  The 
Hoftefs,  obferving  hovv  very  much  affcfted 
the  good  Ladies  were,  took  a  pleafure  in  dif- 
couriing  about  him,  and  repeated  feveral  of 
his  familiar  fayings.  She  added,  that  no- 
body either  came  or  wrote  to  him  during  his 
ftay  there  ;  that  he  was  buried  in  a  very 
handfome  manner  by  the  defire  of  their 
Reftor,  who  had  found  Bills  to  the  amount 
of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  in  a  fmall  Morocco 
Pocket-book,  which,  with  his  Clothes,  &c.  &c. 
were  locked  up  in  the  Iron  Cheft  that  con- 
tained the  Sacrament  Cups. 

An  Epitaph,  (he  faid,  was  going  to  be 
infcribed  upon  his  Grave-ftone,  which  was 
written  by  the  Clergyman  ;  and,  as  (he  had 
the  Copy  in  her  box,  (he  would  make  her 
fon  write  it  out  for  them.  Mrs*  Belmont 
and  Adeline  affured  her  that  fhe  would  oblige 
them  very  much  by  this  attention;  and,  af- 
ter they  had  been  a  fecond  time  viiiting  the 
Shade  of  him  whofe  Advice  had  been  io  be- 
neficial, they  read  with  mingled  pleafure  and 
pain  the  following  Lines  :— 

Stay 
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Stay  traveller,  whoe'er  thou  arr, 
Slow  pacing  up  life's  fteep  afcent  ; 

Let  pride  and  thee  for  ever  part 
At  Glcnner's  humble  Monument. 

This  fimple,  this  deferred  Tomb, 

Which  boafls  no  fculpture's  idle  trim, 

Nor  arms,  nor  crefr,  nor  helmet  plume, 
IVotedts  the  crumbling  duft  of  him, 

Who  kind  to  all,  and  Heaven-bound, 

A  home  in  ev'ry  bofom  found. 

Mrs.  Belmont  and  Adeline  were  gratified 
by  this  affectionate  effufion  of  Mr.  David 
Morgan,  whatever  they  thought  of  him  as 
a  Poet  ;  and,  learning  that  his  Houfe  was 
very  near  the  High-road  which  they  were  to 
take,  they  left  the  Landlady,  to  purfue  their 
Journey,  and  make  further  inquiries  about 
Mr.  Glenner. 


PART  SECOND. 


IT  was  nearly  dufk  when  the  Carriage 
ftopt  at  the  Blue-Boar,  which  was  the  Inn 
they  were  to  remain  at  till  the  Morning,  as 
the  roads  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make 
travelling  fafe  in  the  dark.  Adeline  inquir- 
ed 
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ed  with  impatience  for  the  Rector's  Houfe ; 
but,  finding  that  it  was  too  far  off  for  them 
to  walk  there  that  night,  (he  fent  their  Ser- 
vant to  fay,  that  two  Ladies  would  Breakfaft 
at  the  Rock-Houfe,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan's  permiflion.  They  received  a  very 
gracious  Anfwer  in  return ;  and  they  were 
as  pun6tual  in  keeping  their  appointment, 
as  the  Re6lor  and  his  Wife  were  in  having 
all  in  readinefs  for  their  coming. 

Upon  a  damafk  Cloth  as  white  as  Snow, 
which  covered  a  bright  oaken  table,  was  fet 
a  brown  Loaf  and  new  churned  Butter.  The 
Cream  was  fo  thick  that  the  fpoon  flood  up- 
right in  it;  and  the  Water  was  poured  into 
the  Teapot  out  of  a  Kettle  as  bright  as 
Gold. 

In  the  Chimney  were  feveral  large 
branches  of  Holly;  while  Rofes  and  Wood- 
bines, with  other  dele&able  Flowers,  per- 
fumed the  Room,  which  was  flill  more 
richly  ornamented  with  jfix  lovely  Children 
in  high  health  and  beauty. 

Mrs.  Morgan  fat  at  the  top  of  the  Ta- 
ble, and  on  Mr.  Morgan's  left  hand  a  young 
Perfon  who  feemed  to  be  too  much  engrofled 

with 
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with  her  own  fufferings  to  be  attentive  to 
any  thing  around  her. 

But,  notwithftanding  her  reveries,  when, 
a  Queftion  was  afked  her,  fhe  anfwered  it 
not  only  with  civility,  but  with  a  certain 
recolle&ion  which  accompanies  information; 
and  the  eafe  with  which  (he  accommodated 
herfelf  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  (who,  from 
never  having  feen  much  of  the  world,  had 
contra6led  a  thoufand  aukward  habits)  con- 
vinced Mrs.  Belmont  and  Adeline  that  fhe 
had  been  differently  fituated  from  what  fhe 
was  at  prefent ;  and  that,  at  fome  period  of 
her  life,  fhe  had  been  in  what  is  called  the 
bed  Company.  But,  notwithftanding  her 
good  breeding,  fhe  took  no  interefl  in  any 
thing  that  was  faid,  and  was  never  even  con- 
fulted  by  the  Re6lor  and  his  Wife  about 
any  Plans  that  were  propofed  for  accompa- 
nying Mrs.  Belmont  part  of  the  way  on  the 
next  ftage,  which  was  crowded  with  Curiofi- 
ties  of  different  kinds,  fome  of  which  were 
not  to  be  feen  without  a  proper  introdu6lion. 

Mr.  Morgan,    however,    was    equal    to 

this,  for,  being  a  good  Scholar,  an  Orthodox 

Divine,  and  a  facetious  Companion,  he  never 

wanted  a  Welcome  among  people  famed  for 

L  their 
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their  hofpitality,  and  had  an  unlimited 
Power  given  him  by  the  Families  around  to 
"  fhew  the  Lions"  to  any  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, even  in  their  abfence.  Neither  Mrs. 
Belmont  nor  Adeline  were  very  much  fur- 
prized  when  the  Re&or  and  his  Wife  (after 
having  kifled  their  Children,  and  configned 
them  to  the  Nurfery  Maid,  mounted  a  one 
horfe  Chaife,  and  left  the  door  without  fay- 
ing any  thing  more  to  Sybella  (as  they  called 
her)  than  requefting  her  to  walk  with  their 
young  ones  to  the  Farm  in  the  evening; 
which  (he,  curtefying,  promifed  to  do. 

"  How  graceful  are  all  her  Attitudes," 
faid  Adeline  to  her  Mother,  as  the  Carriage 
bowled  from  the  Re6loi's  Manfion. 

"  So  much  fo"  replied  Mrs.  Belmont, 
41  that  I  {hall  enjoy  no  fight  till  I  know  her 
Hiftory ;  which,  however,  it  was  impoffible 
to  obtain  in  her  prefence." 

"  Pray  then,  Madam,"  faid  Adeline, 
<r  let  us  dine  earlier  than  we  propofed  ;  for 
my  curiofity  about  this  interefting  Creature 
increafes  every  mile.  And  did  you  obferve 
how  deeply  fhe  blufhed  when  you  mentioned 
having  been  in  Crick-howel  Church-yard?" 

"  I 
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"  I  did,"  anfwered  Mrs.  Belmont;  "  and 
it  prevented  me  from  proceeding  in  my  In- 
quiries about  Mr.  Glenner,  thinking  it  pof- 
iible  that  (he  might  have  been  related  to 
him." 

"  That  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time," 
returned  Adeline,  "  but,  romantic  as  the 
thought  is,  I  wifh  it  may  prove  fo." 

"  Why,  my  dear  Adeline,  do  you  hope 
that  fo  unhappy  a  being  as  Sybella  appears 
fhould  be  related  to  a  man  vvhofe  life  was 
probably  fainfried  in  fome  attempt  to  ferve 
his  Fellow-Creatures?" 

"  I  did  not  think  her  unhappy,"  replied 
Adeline,  "  thofe  fmiles  which  occafionally 
beautified  her  Countenance  were  no  proof  of 
the  fadnefs  of  her  heart." 

"  They  appeared  to  be  afTumed,"  re- 
turned her  Mother;  not  fpontaneous,  but 
the  offspring  of  effort ;  yet  I  may  be  mifta- 
ken  ;  for  the  human  mind  is  not  eafily  fa- 
thomed ;  and  1  have  been  fo  often  deceived, 
that  I  have  no  great  faith  in  my  own  pene- 
tration," 

L  2  "  Did 
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"  Did  you  form  an  Opinion  of  poor 
Glenner,"  inquired  Adeline,  "  from  the  lines 
of  his  countenance  which,  as  I  remember, 
were  very  ftrong?" 

41  Yes;  I  thought  that  his  face,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  lengthened  by  misfor- 
tune, had  fomething  very  fmgular  in  the  ex- 
preffion  of  it ;  and  that  it  denoted  fortitude 
and  ferenity  of  mind." 

"  Do  you  think  they  often  meet  in  one 
perfon?"  afked  Adeline. 

"  Generally,  I  believe,  my  dear;  for  the 
one  aflifls  the  other." 

The  Travellers  flopped  for  fome  refrefh- 
ment,  and  Adeline  entreated  her  Mother  to 
propofe  dining  before  they  proceeded  farther. 
This  was  concluded  on ;  and,  as  foon  as  a 
favorable  moment  occurred,  Mrs.  Belmont 
thus  addreffed  the  Reftor: 

"  Pray,  Sir,  will  it  be  deemed  imperti- 
nent to  afk  the  Name  of  the  young  Perfon 
whom  I  faw  at  your  Houfe  ?" 

"  Her  Name  is  Sybella,  Madam." 

"  Pardon 
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"  Pardon  me,  Sir;  but  I  meant  her 
Surname." 

Excufe  me,  Madam  ;  for,  though  it  pains 
me  to  refufe  Mrs.  Belmont  any  thing,  the 
Queftion  reminds  me  of  a  Friend  whofe  Me- 
mory is  facred  to  me." 

"  Pray,  Sir,"  continued  Mrs.  Belmont, 
"  did  you  know  Mr.  Glenner?" 

The  Reftor's  Knife  and  Fork  dropped 
upon  his  Plate.  "  I  had  that  Honour, 
Madam,"  he  faintly  articulated ;  and,  call- 
ing for  a  Glafs  of  Madeira,  wiped  a  Tear 
from  his  Eye:  it  was  the  Tear  of  Senfibility. 

"  I  knew  him  too,"  faid  Mrs.  Belmont. 

"  And  you  have  heard,  Madam,  that  he 
had  a  Daughter?" 

"  Never,  Sir." 

"  Sybella,   Madam,   is  his  Child." 

11  And  by  what  ftrange  Event  is  fhe  be- 
coaie  an  Inmate  in  your  Family?" 

«! 
L3 
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"  I  never  either  heard  of  or  faw  Mr. 
Glenner,  Madam,  till  he  came  to  Crick- 
howel  to  lodge,  under  pretence  of  regaining 
his  Health ;  and,  as  he  fometimes  wanted  a 
Companion,  the  Landlady  mentioned  my 
Name  to  him  as  a  Perfon  who  (lie  thought 
in  ibme  degree  anfwered  his  defcription. 

"  Our  firft  interview,  contrary  to  all 
other  friendfhips  that  I  ever  formed,  and 
indeed  different  from  the  received  cuftoms  of 
mankind  in  general,  was  the  moft  explicit 
that  we  ever  had.  A  rcferve  was  always 
obferved  by  him  in  every  future  vifit ;  and 
having  mentioned  Sybella,  and  committed 
her  to  my  care,  he  never  afterwards  either 
repeated  her  Name,  or  expreffed  his  tender- 
nefs  for  her. 

"  It  was  not  from  a  regard  to  his  own 
Peelings  that  the  circumftances  of  his  life 
were  never  made  the  topic  of  converfation  a 
fecond  time.  His  afHi&ions  were  leffened 
by  my  Sympathy  ;  and  he  could  have  dwelt 
for  ever  on  the  aggravation  of  his  misfor- 
tunes; but  he  was  fo  much  diftrefled  at  fee- 
ing a  man  of  my  robuft  form  weep  copioufly, 
that  he  protefted  he  would  never  renew  the 
fubjeft. 
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He  adhered  to  his  promife,  and  I  re- 
pented that  he  had  made  a  Declaration  which  • 
feemed  to  feal  his  lips  ;  for,  in  all  my  future 
Converfations  with  this  excellent  Man,  there 
was  a  painful  reftri&ion.  But,  Madam,  my 
Wife  looks  at  her  Watch,  which  is  a  fignal 
that  we  muft  purfue  our  Journey." 

"  I  am  forry  to  diffent  from  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan ;  but  the  Hiftory  of  Mr.  Glenner  is 
infinitely  more  important  to  me  and  Ade- 
line than  any  thing  that  we  can  fee.* 

"  But"  faid  Mrs.  Morgan,  "  You  have 
no  Idea  of  the  Paintings  at  Lord  Girandole's, 
or  the  ftupendous  Waterfall  at  the  Marquis 
of  Doncafter's  Welch  Seat ;  or  of  the  exten- 
five  and  romantic  Profpeft  from  the  Mount 
of  Neibet ;  or  you  would  not  liften  content- 
edly to  the  recital  of  forrows  when  you 
could  be  fo  much  better  entertained." 

"  That  is  mere  matter  of  opinion,  Mrs. 
Morgan  ;  but  I  am  particularly  interefted  in 
every  thing  that  relates  to  Mr.  Glenner; 
and  therefore,  if  you  can  poftpone  our  Jour- 
ney till  Morning  without  any  inconvenience 
to  yourfelf,  you  will  very  much  oblige  us." 

^  Certainly 
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"  Certainly"  interrupted  Mr.  Morgan  ; 
"  and  becaufe  my  wife  has  heard  Mr.  Glen- 
ner's  Life  till  (lie  is  quite  tired  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  I'll  go  out  in  fearch  of  a  Book  for  her 
at  the  Circulating  Library,  that  fhe  as  well 
as  we  may  be  employed." 

"  I  requeft  that  it  may  be  a  Novel,"  faid 
Mrs.  Morgan,  as  her  Hufband  (hut  the  door. 

"  No,"  replied  the  Re6lor,  "  you  are 
too  fentimental  already."  . 

"  He'll  bring  me  one,  notwithflanding  ;" 
faid  Mrs.  Morgan,  (hrewdly. 

"  Then  he  has  no  difinclination  to 
them,"  obferved  Mrs.  Belmont. 

*'  He  never  reads  Books  of  that  Defcrip- 
tion  himfelf,"  replied  Mrs.  Morgan;  4I  but 
he  does  not  absolutely  prohibit  them." 

"  I  think  they  are  dangerous  Compani- 
ons," obferved  Mrs.  Belmont. 

"  I  think  fo  too,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan ;"  "  but  I  do  not  make  Companions  of 
them.  Like  a  venerated  Clergyman  of  my 

acquaint- 
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acquaintance,    I  never  open  a  Novel  but 
when  I  have  the  Gout." 

"  I  hope,"  faid  Adeline,  "  that  you 
have  no  alarming  Symptoms  of  that  Difeafe 
at  prefent." 

"  I  have  not,  Mifs  Adeline;  but  as 
there  is  no  Rule,  fo  there  is  no  Cafe,  with- 
out an  Exception ;  and,  as  you  are  inclined 
to  be  faucy,  I'll  affert,  even  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Re6lor,  that  Glenner's  Life  is  a  no- 
velifh  Bufmefs  all  together. 

"  But  we  know  that  fuch  a  man  exifl- 
ed,"  replied  Mrs.  Belmont ;  "  and  I'll  ven- 
ture to  believe  before  hand,  that  no  part  of 
his  conduft  had  a  tendency  to  relax  the 
Morals  of  Mankind  by  palliating  Vice  and 
fpeculating  upon  Virtue." 

"  I  have  often  regretted,"  faid  Adeline, 
*'  that  the  moft  unexceptionable  Writings 
of  this  kind  have  not  been  diftinguiflied  by 
foine  other  title  than  the  opprobrious  one 
which  adorns  every  pane  of  glafs  in  the  (hops 
of  our  Circulating  Libraries." 

"  Here 
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"  Here  comes  the  Reftor !"  cried  Mrs. 
Morgan;  "  but  he  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  fuccefsful ;  for  both  his  hands  are  in  a 
fwinging  pofition." 

"  What's  to  be  done,  my  dear  Love?  I 
cannot  in  the  whole  town  procure  you  a 
Book  that  you  would  take  the  trouble  of 
reading." 

"  What,"  is  there  nothing  that  I  have 
Hot  read,  Mr.  Morgan?" 

41  Yes,  My  Dear,  plenty  that  you  have 
not  read ;  but  then  I  know  they  will  none 
of  them  fuit  you.  Of  Divinity  you  have 
enough  at  home.  Politics  you  hate;  Ro- 
mances you  defpife;  and  of  Novels  there 
are  none,  except  Pamela  and  Clariffa,  which 
you  know  by  heart." 

*'  This  will  be  a  tedious  Evening  to  me 
then,"  faid  Mrs.  Morgan  ;  "  and  I  wifh  1  was 
at  the  Rock-Houfe  with  Sybella  and  my 
Children." 

*'  It  will  foon  be  over,"  replied  Mr. 
Morgan  ;  "  and  then  you'll  not  repent  hav- 
ing fainfried  a  few  Hours  to  Mrs.  Belmoat's 
Pleafure."  "  Proceed 
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"  Proceed  then,"  faid  his  Wife;  "  and 
the  fhorter  you  make  it,  the  better  for  me." 

"  Mr.  Glenner,  Madam,"  faid  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, drawing  his  Chair  clofe  to  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont's,  and  taking  his  Handkerchief  out  of 
his  Pocket  in  readinefs  for  the  Shower  which 
always  accompanied  this  Narration  ; — "  Mr. 
Glenner,  Madam,  was  the  only  Son  of  a 
wealthy  Merchant,  who  loft  a  beloved  Wife 
in  the  fame  inflant  that  Oliver  was  born. 

"  Unaccuflomed  to  loffes  of  any  kind, 
he  fell  a  prey  to  Adverfity,  and  left  Oliver 
Glenner,  his  Child,  to  the  care  of  a  Brother 
who  had  a  numerous  family.  Oliver  was 
educated  with  his  Coufms  ,*  and,  though  his 
fortune  intitled  him  to  to  many  advantages 
which  would  not  have  been  neceflary  for 
them,  there  was  no  diftin6tion  made,  and 
Oliver  merely  learnt  to  read,  write,  and  do 
a  fum  in  addition  and  fubftraftion. 

"  His  Uncle,  however,  was  a  good-na- 
tured man,  and  feldom  fcolded  Oliver,  ex- 
cept he  meddled  with  his  brown  bob,  which 
hung  on  a  peg  in  a  dark  clofet,  and  was  only 
vifible  on  Sundays.  His  Aunt  too  gave  him 
plenty  of  Bread  and  Treacle,  mended  his 

Shirts, 
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Shirts,  darned  his  Stockings,  and  wafhed 
him  every  Saturday  Night,  with  her  own 
Sons,  in  a  Tub  of  Rofemary  and  Water ; 
which,  (he  faid,  made  them  wholefome  all 
the  reft  of  the  week. 

"  A  dreadful  Fever,  however,  removed 
this  notable  Woman  from  her  Family  ;  and 
Mr.  Simon  Glenner  mourned  for  his  Part- 
ner, till  ragged  Shirts  and  tattered  Coats  re- 
minded him  that  the  Lads  muft  have  a  Mo- 
ther in  Law. 

*'  Under  this  impreflion  he  paid  his  Ad- 
drefies  to  Lady  Winkworth's  Companion, 
who  he  judged  would  make  him  a  good 
Wife,  and  the  Boys  an  affe&ionate  Mother, 
from  the  circumflance  of  her  having  given 
his  little  George  a  Bergamot  Pear  as  fhe  paffed 
him  one  day  in  the  ftreet.  Mifs  Ifabella 
Yiftoria  Bragg  (for  that  was  her  maiden 
Name)  was  fo  extremely  tired  of  her  fitua- 
tion  at  Lady  Winkworth's,  that  it  was  the 
fame  to  her  who  (he  married,  fo  that  the 
Ceremony  would  put  her  in  pofleffion  of  a 
Home:  and,  as  Mr.  Simon  Glenner's  Houfe 
flood  in  a  refpe6lable  ftreet,  and  was  capa- 
ble of  being  improved  by  the  joint  tafte  of 
herfelf  and  the  Architeft,  who  lived  very 

near 
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near  Mr.  Simon  Glenner's,  and  whofe  Name 
was  Fothergill,  (he  faw  no  reafon  why  Mr. 
Glenner  might  not  fuit  her  for  a  Hufband 
as  well  as  any  one  elfe;  and  accordingly 
{he  permitted  him  to  fpend  an  hour  with, 
her  every  afternoon  while  her  Patronefs, 
Lady  Winkworth,  was  napping;  which  (he 
regularly  indulged  in  previous  to  her  Rubber 
at  Whift,  in  order  that  her  ideas  might  be 
perfeftly  clear  and  free  from  mifts  when  (lie 
was  engaged  in  that  periodical  employ, 

"  During  one  of  thefe  no&urnal  fit- 
tings, Lady  Winkworth  obferved,  that  Mifs 
Bragg  mujl  be  in  Love ;  for  her  abfent  fits 
came  fo  continually  upon  her,  that  (he  was 
perfuaded  nothing  lefs  could  produce  fuch 
a  total  lofs  of  memory  as  (he  difplayed  when- 
ever (he  was  at  Cards* 

"  Mifs  Ifabella  Vi6loria  Bragg,  in  a  con- 
fufed  equivocal  manner,  admitted  that  the 
Charge  had  not  been  made  without  fome 
reafon. 

"  But    do   you    admit    my    Interpreta- 
tion?"   afked    Lady  Winkworth,    as   much 
furprized  as  any  of  the  other  Dowagers  who 
M  had 
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had  not  perceived  the  young  Lady's   occa- 
lional  reveries? 

"  Mifs  Ifabella,  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  her  Intention  of  quitting 
her  Ladyfhip  before  Witnefles,  replied  ftea- 
dily,  that  (he  was  going  to  have  a  more 
permanent  Situation  than  the  one  (he  at  pre- 
fent  enjoyed  in  her  Ladyfhip's  Family. 

"  And  pray,  Mifs  Ifabella  Vi 61  oria  Bragg, 
whither  are  you  going  to  emigrate?" 

"  To  Pride-Hill;  which  your  Ladyfliip 
knows  is  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town." 

•'Pride-Hill!"  returned  her  Ladyfhip, 
evidently  difcompofed  at  the  profpeft  of 
parting  with  a  perfon  fo  effential  to  her ; 
"  1  dont  recoiled  a  fingle  Family  there  fuffi- 
ciently  opulent  to  maintain  a  Companion. 

41  I  am  going  to  be  married,"  replied 
Mifs  Bragg  ;  "  and  the  earlier  you  provide 
yourfelf  with  a  young  Woman  that  will  re- 
leafe  me,  the  more  agreeable  it  will  be  to 
Mr.  Simon  Glenner,  who  is  impatient  for 
my  Difcharge." 

"  Mr. 
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"  Mr.  Simon  Glenner,"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
•Kempfon,  who,  with  her  fly  cap  and  wide 
hoop,  looked  like  a  Matron  of  the  lad  Cen- 
tury. "  Mr.  Simon  Glenner!  why,  Mifs 
Bragg,  the  Man  has  feven  Children,  befide 
a  fhivelling  Orphan  who  will  teaze  your  very 
heart  out." 

'"  Mifs  Bragg  fimpered,  and  faid  that  (he 
doated  on  little  folks  ;  the  had  often  repented 
not  accepting  of  a  fituation  as  Governefs  to 
Lord  Weftmeath's  Children ;  and  therefore 
the  circumftance  that  Mrs.  Kempfon  had 
mentioned  as  an  Objection  was  none  to  her. 

4t  Mrs.  Afkew  remarked,  that  the  care 
of  feven  Children  was  a  great  charge;  but  if 
the  young  Lady  liked  patching  their  Gar- 
ments, and  mending  their  Morals,  (for  flie 
•underftood  both  wanted  repairing),  (he  was 
a  proper  Perfon  for  the  fituation. 

Mifs  Bragg  replied,  with  more  afperity 
than  Lady  Winkworth's  ear  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to,  that  Mr.  Glenner  did  not  require 
her  to  do  either;  and  that  at  any  rate  Mr. 
Glenner's  Wife  would  be  fuperior  to  Lady 
Winkworth's  Companion, 

M    2  «   / 
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"  /  don't  difcover  the  Superiority  that 
the  one  has  over  the  other,"  replied  her  La- 
dylhip  ;  "  though  you  have  found  it  out." 

"  It  is  not  neceffary  that  your  Ladyfliip 
fhould  ever  be  a  Convert  to  this  opinion." 

"  My  dear  Mrs.  Kempfon,"  faid  Lady 
Winkwoith  ;  "  my  Converfations  with  Mifs 
Bragg  will  be  rendered  fo  unpleafant  by  the 
Airs  fhe  is  inclined  to  give  herfelf,  that  I 
(hall  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  to  make 
enquiries  about  a  Companion  who  will  fuit 
me  better  than  Mifs  Bragg  has  done." 

"  At  One  the  next  Day,  which  was  the 
earliefl  hour  that  her  Ladyfhip  faw  Compa- 
ny, Mrs.  Kempfon  introduced  to  her  an 
Officer's  Daughter,  who,  having  loft  her  Pa- 
rents, was  in  queft  of  fuch  an  appointment. 

Lady  Winkworth  was  certain  from  the 
firft  glance  fhe  had  of  her,  that  (he  would 
?xa6tly  meet  her  wifhes.  She  was  pleafing 
(fhe  told  Mrs.  Kempfon,)  without  being 
pretty  enough  to  attraft  the  notice  of  the 
Gentlemen.  She  was  a  Gentlewoman  too, 
without  feeming  to  know  it;  and  combined 
the  Manners  of  a  Lady  of  the  firft  rank, 

with 
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with  the  humility  of  an  indigent  female. 
Such  an  affemblage  of  trivial  effentials  could 
not  fail  of  rendering  Mifs  Fletcher  a  very 
eligible  companion,  and  (he  engaged  her  to 
.come  to  her  the  day  following. 

"  When  Mifs  Bragg  heard  that  (he  was 
to  leave  Lady  Winkworth  immediately,  (he 
was  fomewhat  difconcerted;  as  (he  had,  only 
the  Evening  before,  told  Mr.  Glenner  that 
(he  was  certain  Lady  Winkworth  would  not 
part  with  her  in  lefs  than  three  Months, 
l^sfides,  as  he  had  informed  her  that  the 
Chintz  Furniture  mufl  be  wafhed  and  calen- 
dered before  The  could  poflibly  enter  the 
Houfe,  (he  was  afraid  that  there  was  a  great 
number  of  other  regulations  neceffary;  and, 
to  do  Mr.  Glenner  juftice,  he  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  paper  and  paint  his  Habita- 
tion by  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned 
by  Mifs  Bragg  as  the  probable  period  of  her 
leaving  Lady  Winkworth's  Family ;  for,  as 
he  was  not  in  the  fecret  of  his  Houfe  being 
-to  be  turned  upfide  down  (when  the  Weather 
•was  fine  enough  for  them  to  take  a  Tour 
during  the  unpleafarit  Bufmefs),  he  thought 
it  no  more  than  what  every  man  would  do 
in  the  fame  fituation. 
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"  When  a  very  old  Friend  of  Mr.  Simon 
Gienner's  ventured  to  infmuate,  that  he  had 
his  fears  iefpe6ting  his  having  chofen  a  Wife 
who  gave  him  the  Profpecl  of  Happinefs,  Mr. 
Simon  replied,  that  (he  was  a  young  Lady 
in  whom  every  amiable  quality  met. 

11  But  her  refidence  in  Lady  Wink- 
worth's  Family/  continued  Mr.  Bloxham, 
"  would  alone  unfit  her  for  the  arduous  tafk 
of  managing  your  mifchievous  Boys.  Their 
vulgarities  will  (hock  her,  their  violence  de- 
ftroy  her  nerves;  and  you  will  have  her  in 
Hyfterics  every  time  that  you  return  home 
with  an  idea  of  enjoying  a  focial  meal. 

"  I  cannot  think,"  faid  Mr.  Simon  Glen- 
ner,  who  was  incapable  of  being  roufed  to 
indignation,  "  why  you  fhould  have  taken 
fuch  a  diflike  to  Mifs  Bragg." 

"  I  have  not  a  diflike  to  her,"  returned 
the  other;  "  but  your  Marriage  will  be  a 
conclufion  to  our  Friendfhip;  for  the  Com- 
pany which  Lady  Winkworth  keeps,  and 
your  homely  acquaintance,  are  fo  different, 
that  Mifs  Bragg  will  not  endure  the  contrafl 
beyond  the  Honey-Moon,  which  in  the 
prefent  day  does  not  keep  pace  with  the 
Planet."  "  You 
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11  You  are  much  miftaken  in  the  opinion 
you  have  formed  of  Mifs  Bragg.  It  is  for 
her  condefcenfion  that  I  admire  her;  and  I 
can  affure  you,  that  (he  is  quite  fick  of  fine 
company,  if  that  will  recommend  her." 

"  Did  (he  tell  you  fo?"  inquired  Mr. 
Bloxham. 

"  A  thoufand  times  over  (he  has  told 
me,  that  Sir  John  and  kit  Lady,  and  the 
Duke  and  his  Duchefs,  are  fo  familiar  to  her 
ear,  and  fo  troublefome  to  pronounce,  that 
(he  prefers  plain  Mr.  and  thinks  it  infinitely 
genteeler  than  any  title." 

"  She  is  rather  finguiar  in  her  Opinion," 
added  the  other. 

"  The  reafon  is  evident,"  anfwered  Glen- 
ner;  "  fhe  is  in  the  habit  of  hearing  the  one 
continually  mumbled  from  the  Lips  of  the 
Footmen  in  Waiting;  and  we  know,  Mr. 
Bloxham,  that  every  thing  becomes  Vulgar, 
in  proportion  as  it  is  common  to  us." 

"  It  mutt  be  extremely  vulgar  then,  to 
Eat  and  Drink,"  obfeived  Mr.  Bloxham. 

11  Mr. 
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f<  Mifs  Bragg  does  not  confider  that  a 
Vulgarity,"  replied  Mr.  Glenner;  "  for  fhe 
very  feldom  fees  the  Cloth  fpread  more 
than  once  a  day,  and  then  the  Table  is  very 
fcantly  "covered.  Lady  Winkworth  is  one  of 
thofe  profound  ceconomifts,  Mr.  Bloxham, 
who  contrive  to  rent  a  Boufe  like  a  Palace, 
fport  a  highly  varnifhed  Carriage  with  pranc- 
ing Steeds,  two  powdered  Footmen,  and  a 
Gentleman  out  of  Livery,  as  well  as  a  little 
Army  of  FemaJes*  with  Seven  Hundred  per 
Annum,  inclufive  of  the  Income  Tax.'* 

44  And  how  does  (he  contrive  to  do  all 
this?"  inquired  the  other  haftily. 

"  By  giving  no  Dinners,  Mr.  Bloxham," 

"  I  hope,"  rejoined  the  other,  "  that 
Mifs  Bragg  will  not  introduce  the  Fafhion  of 
providing  no  Dinners  for  your  Children, 
Mr.  Glenner,  however  (he  may  metamor- 
phofe  them  in  other  refpe&s." 

"  You  may  depend  upon  it,  Mr.  Blox- 
ham, that  Mifs  Bragg  will  always  do  the 
thing  that  is  right  and  proper." 

"  When 
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11  When  Mr.  Simon  Glenner  waited  on 
Mifs  Bragg  in  the  Evening,  he  was  rather 
perplexed  10  find  that  he  muft  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  leading  her  to  the  Altar  before 
his  Chintz  Furniture  had  undergone  *a  tho- 
rough cleaning,  and  even  before  his  Children 
were  thoroughly  reconciled  to  the  Idea  of 
having  a  Step-Mother;  but,  as  Mifs  Bragg 
was  fo  very  condefcending  as  to  fay,  that  (lie 
fhould  make  a  point  of  being  pleafed  with 
every  thing  fhe  taw  in  his  Family,  till  fne 
could  re&ify  Matters  to  her  own  Tafte  and 
Judgment,  he  could  not  think  of  preffing 
her  to  remain  one  day  longer  with  Lady 
Winkworth,  after  being  treated  fo  cruelly ; 
and  if  he  was  to  propofe  her  going  to  her 
Relations  for  a  fhort  time,  they  would  pro- 
bably remonftrate  with  her  for  marrying  a 
plain  Mr.  when  (he  might  have  chanced  to 
have  attrafted  a  Lord ;  and,  upon  their  Re- 
prefentation  of  the  Matter,  Mifs  Bragg  would 
probably,  change  her  Intentions,  and  he 
ihould  be  undone.  Thefe  cogent  Argu- 
ments determined  Mr.  Glenner  to  purchafe 
a  Licenfe  immediately,  and  to  wait  on  the 
Clergyman  that  night.  Mifs  Bragg  had  no 
Objection  to  any  thing  that  Mr.  Glenner 
propofed;  fo  that,  by  three  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing day,  fhe  was  doing  the  Honours  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Glermer's  Table,  and  helping  a  Brood 
of  uneducated  Lads  to  Roaft-beef  and  Plum- 
pudding;  for,  as  the  Drawing-Room  had  loft 
its  Curtains,  and  the  Dining-Room  the  Tur- 
key Carpet,  they  both  agreed  that  it  would 
be  more  comfortable  not  to  have  any  Friends 
invited  on  their  Wedding-Day. 

"  It  will  be  matter  of  wonder,  Madam, 
to  you,"  faid  Mr.  Morgan,  "  that  Oliver 
Glennei's  Father  fhould  have  left  him  to 
the  Care  of  a  Man  fo  inadequate  to  the 
charge  of  educating  him  fuitably  lo  the  For- 
tune that  he  was  to  poffefs;  and  this  can 
only  be  accounted  for  by  his  melancholy, 
which  abforbed  him  in  attentions  to  himfelf 
for  fome  months  before  he  died  ;  and  like- 
wife  from  his  being  convinced,  that  in  com- 
mitting his  Son's  Fortune  to  his  Brother's 
Difpofal,  he  had  made  choice  of  a  Perfon 
•who  would  be  faithful  to  his  truft,  which,  it 
will  be  admitted,  is  the  moft  eflential  Qua- 
lity in  any  Guardian." 

"  It  is  not  to  our  Purpofe,"  continued 
Mr.  Morgan,  "  to  prolong  this  Narrative  by 
relating  the  various  manoeuvres  to  which 
Mrs.  Glenner  had  recourfc  during  the  firft 
month  after  Marriage,  to  prevail  with  her 

Huiband 
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Hufband  to  confider  it  his  intereft  to  be  go- 
verned by  her.  It  is  only  neceflary  for  me 
to  inform  you,  that  (he  was  fuccefsful  as  far 
as  little  Oliver  Glenner  was  concerned,  who, 
being  of  a  fhrewd  Difpofition,  gave  her  more 
Plague  than  all  the  others. 

"  But  a  trade  of  diflimulation  prepares 
the  Heart  for  every  Vice ;  and  while  young 
Oliver  was  ferving  an  Apprenticeship  to  Hy- 
pocrify,  he  was  deftroying  each  noble  and 
generous  Paflion  of  the  Mind.  This  thought 
occurred  to  himfelf  one  fine  Summer's  Even- 
ing, as  he  was  angling  in  the  brook  at  Mr. 
Glenner's  Country  Villa ;  for  a  Villa,  a  Coach 
and  a  Green-houfe,  were  now  included  a- 
mong  the  neceffaries.  Struck  with  horror  at 
the  deception,  he  was  every  hour  in  the  day 
praftifmg  to  avoid  the  Punishments  which  a 
clamorous  and  cruel  Woman  wifhed  to  have 
infli&ed  on  him  from  mere  Caprice,  he  re- 
folved  that,  however  he  might  fuffer  for  his 
ingenuoufnefs,  he  never  would  again  have 
iccourfe  to  a  Lye  to  efcape  a  Caftigation. 
He  kept  his  resolution  till  he  had  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  this  tyrannical  Woman, 
and  then  he  forgot  all  the  generous  Senti- 
ments which  were  to  have  influenced  his  fu- 
ture Conduft. 

11  Mortified 
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"  Mortified  at  his  own  Imbecility,  he 
faw  no  profpeft  of  adhering  to  his  Refolu- 
tion,  but  by  quitting  the  Perfon  who  terri- 
fied him  into  the  moft  degrading  habits  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  left  the  Houfe,  without 
intimating  his  intention  to  any  one. 

"  When  he  engaged  in  this  hazardous 
and  imprudent  Expedition,  he  had  but  a  fin- 
gle  Guinea  in  his  Purfe,  and  no  more  of  his 
Clothes  than  what  were  fluffed  in  his  Coat 
Pockets;  except,  indeed,  his  beft  Suit,  which 
he  had  been  provident  enough  to  fecure  by 
putting  them  upon  his  Back. 

"  He  walked  twenty  miles  the  firft  day; 
for  his  Heart  was  fo  light,  in  comparifon  to 
what  he  had  ever  remembered  feeling  it,  that 
he  had  not  a  thought  about  the  Difficulties 
which  a  Stranger  has  to  combat  with,  when 
he  is  without  money  to  difcharge  the  debts 
that  his  daily  wants  incur. 

"  On  thefeccnd,  however,  he  began  to 
confider,  when  he  had  breakfafted,  which 
Road  he  (hould  purfue,  and  where  he  fhould 
refide ;  what  Name  he  fhould  give  himfelf, 
and  what  Occupation  he  fhould  follow.— 
Thefe  were  all  very  important  Points  to 

fettle, 
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fettle,  and  ought  to  have  been  determined 
upon  before  he  had  left  his  home  ;  but  he 
had  dwelt  fo  much  upon  the  happinefs  that 
he  fhould  experience  if  he  were  once  remov- 
ed from  the  fcrutinizing  Eye  of  Mrs.  Glen- 
ner,  that  he  had  never  adverted  to  the  con- 
fequence  of  eloping  from  thofe  who  were 
appointed  to  take  care  of  him.  Being  ac- 
cuflomed  to  look  upon  her  as  the  Author  of 
all  his  Miferies,  he  thought  that  abfence 
from  her  conflituted  blifs,  and  that  there 
was  no  fighing  or  forrowing  where  (he  was 
not. 

"  Nor  did  he  entertain  a  different  Opi- 
nion till  Poverty  flared  him  in  the  Face. 
Afhamed,  however,  to  return  to  his  Uncle's, 
he  endured  thofe  kindred  Calamities  Hunger 
and  Third  with  Fortitude,  till  Nature  failed 
him  ;  when,  perceiving  a  River  at  fome  little 
diftance,  he  dire&ed  hiscourfe.to  it,  with 
an  intention  of  throwing  himfelf  in.  He 
had  pulled  out  his  Pocket-book,  and  laid  it 
on  the  fide  of  the  Bank;  and  was  juft  going 
to  commit  the  unhallowed  deed,  when'  a 
Lady  who  was  walking  in  the  adjoining 
Field,  obferving  his  motions  through  a  gap 
in  the  hedge,  called  to  him,  in  a  fupplica- 
N  lory 
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tory  tone,  to  defift  from  his  wicked  purpofe 
till  (he  reached  him. 

"  This  was  Lady  Angelina  Ravencroft, 
\vhofe  Beauty  alone  was  calculated  to  com- 
mand Obedience*  She  trufted  not,  however, 
to  her  own  Influence,  but  alarmed  the  Rec- 
tor of  the  Parifh,  who  was  at  that  inftant 
very  tranquilly  engaged  in  conducing  the 
pliant  tendrils  of  a  Vine  round  his  Study 
Window. 

"  But,  Madam,"  faid  Mr.  Morgan,  "  my 
Wife  is  quite  tired,  I  perceive;  and  we  muft, 
in  pity  to  her,  defer  the  Sequel  of  Mr. 
Glenner's  Hiftory  till  after  Supper. 


PART  THIRD. 

"  MR.  HOPETOWN  (for  that  was  the 
Name  of  this  worthy  Clergyman)  no  fooner 
heard  Lady  Angelina's  Voice,  than  he  fent 
his  little  Daughter,  who  was  fitting  by  him 
threading  Bird's  Eggs,  to  tell  Mrs.  Cameron, 
his  Houfekeeper,  to  provide  fome  Fruit,  or 
a  Difti  of  Chocolate,  for  her  Ladyfhip  ;  but, 
before  Amelia  returned,  Lady  Angelina  had 

called 
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called  to  him  a  fecond  time,  and  he  was  gone 
to  fee  what  it  was  that  her  Ladyfhip  was  fo 
impatient  about. 

"  The  Caufe  was  too  evident;  and,  with 
the  Devotion  of  a  Paftor  who  never  forgot 
his  Holy  Office,  he  produced  fuch  Arguments 
againft  Suicide,  as  not  only  deterred  Young 
Oliver  from  his  purpofe,  but  convinced  him 
of  the  Sin  that  he  had  been  guilty  of,  in  aN 
tempting  to  deprive  himfelf  of  the  poffibility 
of  Salvation,  by  taking  away  his  own  Life 
while  in  the  po'feffion  of  all  his  Senfes. 

"  Had  fome  dreadful  Calamity  bereaved 
you  of  your  Reafon,  young  man,"  faid  Mr, 
Hopetown,  "  Pity,  and  not  Cenfure,  would 
have  been  your  due;  but  you  are  as  colleft- 
ed  as  either  Lady  Angelina  or  myfelf ;  and 
if,  in  your  prefent  flate,  you  had  plunged 
your  Body  into  a  Watery  Grave,  and  your 
Soul  into  an  unknown  World,  what  recom- 
pence  could  you  have  expe&ed  from  the 
Great  Judge  of  the  whole  Earth  ?" 

"  Do  not   (continued  the  Reftor)  deem 
me  unfeeling  becaufe   I    am  faithful.     I  la- 
ment  that    you  (hould   have   met  with  any 
trial  in  your  Pilgrimage,  which   as  yet  has 
N  2  been 
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been  a  very  fhort  one,  that  fhould  have  ope- 
xated  on  your  Mind  as  a  temptation  to  this 
rafh  aft ;  but  it  is  my  work  and  calling  to 
direft  Sinners  "  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,"  and  not  forward  them  into  it,  by 
fpeaking  Peace  to  them  when  they  are  defy- 
ing the  Almighty.  However,  having  re- 
lieved my  own  Confcience,  and  prevailed 
with  you  to  defift  from  your  wicked  purpofe, 
I  now  wifh  to  imitate  the  good  Samaritan, 
and  to  pour  wine  and  oil  into  your  wounds 
by  giving  Confolation  to  your  Mind,  and  by 
aflifting  you  if  you  are  opprefied  with  any 
pecuniary  difficulties. 

"  Lady  Angelina  feemed  extremely  happy 
when  the  Re6lor  propofed  taking  Oliver  home 
with  him ;  and,  calling  Mr.  Hopetown  afide, 
ibe  defired  him  to  do  every  kind  and  com- 
paffionate  Deed  that  his  benevolent  Heart 
dilated  refpefting  Oliver  ;  adding,  that  (he 
fhould  expeft  him  to  draw  upon  her  very 
foon. 

41  When  Amelia  perceived  her  Father 
and  Oliver,  (he  acquainted  Mrs,  Cameron 
that  a  dirty-looking  Boy  was  coming,  inftead 
of  Lady  Angelina  ;  and  Mrs,  Cameron,  who 

had 
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bad  a  Heart  as  hard  as  the  ground  fhe  trod 
on,  was  rather  difturbed  by  this  intelligence. 

"  She  liked  ((he  faid)  to  fee  Lady  An- 
gelina, becaufe  (he  always  fmiled  when  fhe 
ipoke  to  her,  and  gave  no  Trouble;  but  fhe 
wifhed  her  Mafter  would  not  bring  fuch  a 
Cargo  of  Vagabonds  to  his  Houfe  ;  for  it  was 
extremely  difagreeabie  to  her  to  wait  upon 
nobody  knew  who. 

"  Amelia,  who  had  been  inftru6ted  by 
her  Father  to  do  unto  all  as  (he  would  be 
done  by,  obfeived,  that  it  was  very  good  of 
her  Father  to  notice  the  unhappy  and  the 
friendlefs.". 

"  I  don't  fay  any  thing  about  the  good- 
nefs  of  feeding  and  clothing  idle  young  Lads 
who  are  able  to  work  for  their  bread;  I  only- 
fay,  that  it  is  a  very  thanklefs  and  a  very 
degrading  Office  to  ferve  and  attend  upon, 
one's  inferiors,  Mifs  Amelia." 

"  By  the  time  that  Mrs.  Cameron  had 
finifhed  her  harangue,  Mr.  Hopetown  and 
Oliver  had  reached  the  Paddock-Gate,  and 
Amelia  fled  to  unlock  it  for  them  ;  for  fhe 
.had  too  great  a  veneration  (young  as  fhe  was) 
N  3  for 

. 
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for  all  her  Father's  Precepts,  to  be  lefs  afti- 
duous  in  confequence  of  what  Mrs.  Ca- 
meron had  been  faying  upon  the  Subjeft  of 
Charity. 

•'  Little  Oliver  had  been  fo  aftefted  by 
the  intereft  Mr.  Hopetown  had  taken  in  his 
Sufferings,  that,  for  an  hour  after  this  inter- 
ference took  place,  he  faid  nothing  expref- 
five  either  of  Gratitude  for  Mr.  Hopetown's 
Conduct,  or  remorfe  at  his  own.  • 

"  With  Men  lefs  acquainted  with  the 
Human  Heart,  this  circumftance  would  have 
been  an  unfavourable  omen  of  the  Lad's  un- 
iJerflanding  and  abilities,  and  a  decifive  proof 
of  the  badnefs  of  his  heart. 

"  With  Mr.  Hopetown  it  was  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other.  Inftead  of  laying 
down  rigid  Marks  of  Decifion,  when  the 
Mind  was  torn  by  a  thoufand  contending 
Paflions,  he  carefully  watched  the  Progrefs 
of  Pride  and  Stubbornefs,  of  Shame  and  Con- 
trition ;  and  if  the  latter  predominated  after 
a  fair  time  allowed  for  the  claim  of  thefe 
diffonant  Commotions,  he  never  defpaired  of 
ingrafting  the  Seeds  of  Virtue  upon  the  moft 
impromifing  ftock, 

«  When 
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"  When  Dinner  was  ended,  Mr.  Hope- 
town  propofed  taking  a  Walk,  und  ordered 
Amelia  to  put  her  hat  on  for  that  purpofe. 
This  dear  engaging  Girl  was  the  only  child 
that  Mr.  Hopetown  ever  had.  His  Wife 
died  of  a  deep  Decline  when  Amelia  was  fix 
months  old;  and  he  had  fupplied  the  defi- 
ciency of  a  Mother  as  well  as  he  could,  with 
occafional  affiftance  from  his  Sifter,  a  good- 
tempered  Maiden  Lady,  who  made  herfelf 
very  ufeful  twice  a  year  at  her  Brother's  in 
cutting  out  and  making  Frocks  for  Amelia. 

"  While  Amelia  was  gathering  the  Vio- 
lets-out of  the  Hedges,  and  putting  them 
into  a  litle  Pafteboard  Bafket,  which  was  a- 
dorned  with  a  Green  Ribbon  and  hung  over 
her  Arm,  Mr.  Hopetown  was  attempting  to 
introduce  fome  Subject  which  would  be  a 
Clue  to  Oliver's  Situation ;  but,  like  moft 
other  defigning  Converfations,  it  was  auk- 
wardly  managed.  "  Are  both  your  Parents 
living  ?"  inquired,  the  Reclor. 

' 

"  Alas!"  anfwered  Oliver,  binding  into 
Tears,  if  One  of  them  had  been  alive  I  (hould 
not  have  known  Sorrow." 

"As 
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"  As  this  Boy's  peculiar  Circumfhnces 
were  unknown  to  Mr.  Hopetown,  he  very 
naturally  concluded  that  the  Lad  would  not 
have  been  much  richer  for  the  Circumftance 
he  deplored-;  and,  in  order  to  comfort  him 
under  an  irremediable  Calamity,  he  fuggefl- 
ed,  that  CrofTes  were  often  times  Bleffings  in 
Difguife;  and  that  if  the  Parent  that  had 
furvived  the  other  had  been  deprived  by  fick- 
nefs  or  age,  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence, 
their  Exiftence  would  have  contributed  very 
little  to  his  Happinefs. 

"  A  figh  from  Oliver  followed  thefe  words, 
and  a  look  efcaped  him,  which  convinced 
the  Re6lor  that  his  Confolation  had  by  no 
means  been  applicable  to  the  Stranger's  Situ- 
ation. Yet  there  was  nothing  about  him 
which  indicated  that  he  had  feen  better  Days; 
no  traits  of  his  having  ever  been  a  Favourite 
of  Fortune,  nor  the  leaft  appearance  of  his 
having  been  educated  with  an  intention  of 
making  any  Figure  in  Life. 

"  Mr.  Hopetown  was  puzzled;  Oliver 
noticed  his  dilemma,  and,  afking  him  to  fit 
down  beneath  a  fpreading  tree  near  to  Ame- 
lia, he  unburdened  his  Heart,  and  difplayed 
fo  much  genuine  Worth  in  the  recital  of  his 

mis- 
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misfortunes,  that   the  Re&or  haftily  deter- 
mined to  continue  him  in  his  Family. 

41  This  intention,  however,  was  not  dif- 
covered  to  Oliver;  he  only  received  an 
invitation  to  remain  at  the  Parfonage  till 
Matters  could  be  adjufted  for  his  return 
home ;  but  he  was  defired  to  be  as  chearful 
as  poffible  ;  for  Amelia,  he  faid,  was  a  little 
gay  thing;  and  it  had  been  the  ftudy  of  his 
life  to  encourage  this  perpetual  Sunfhine  in 
her  Bread  by  all  the  little  innocent  Artifices 
which  Wifdom  fuggefled  and  Religion  fane- 
tioned. 

"  Oliver  had  no  difficulty  in  conforming 
to  the  Re6lor's  Wifhes.  He  was  not  of  an 
age  to  feel  the  Impreflion  of  Grief  longer 
than  he  was  enduring  the  Inconveniences 
that  it  occafioned;  and  when  he  was  not 
learning  his  Book  (for  Mr.  Hopetown  was 
bent  on  making  a  Scholar  of  him)  he  was 
bringing  Cowflips  to  make  into  a  Ball  for 
Amelia;  finding  out  Ants'  Neds  for  her  a- 
mufement,  or  watching  with  her  the  Progrefs 
of  a  Snail  with  his  Houle  upon  his  Back. 

"  Mr.  Hopetown  confidered  him  as  his 
own  Child,  and  began  to  make  forue  arrange- 
ments in  his  way  of  living  that  might  enable 

him 
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him  to  bequeath  Oliver  a  Legacy  which 
would  in  fome  meafure  compenfate  for  the 
Lofs  he  would  fuftain  by  his  Death ;  for,  as 
Mr.  Hopetown  was  determined  that  the  Boy 
fhould  never  return  to  the  Gleaners,  he  was 
aware  that  that  artful  Woman  would  make 
that  Circumftance  a  Pretext  for  her  Hufband's 
not  allowing  him  any  part  of  his  Fortune 
towards  his  Education ;  and  unlefs  it  was 
properly  fecured,  of  which  he  had  his  doubts, 
he  thought  it  was  probable  that  (he  would 
difpofe  of  as  much  of  it  as  (he  could  get  in 
her  poffeffion,  to  fupply  her  extravagant 
Demands. 

"  Mr.  Hopetown  was  perfectly  right  in 
his  fuppofition.  She  had  been  artful  enough 
to  forge  a  Letter  in  the  name  of  the  Captain 
who  owned  the  fhip  Triton ;  wherein  it  was 
afferted,  that  Oliver  fell  from  the  Maft  one 
windy  night,  and  was  drowned. 

"  Mr.  Simon  Glenner  was  half  diftra&ed 
at  the  intelligence;  but  his  Wife  was  fo  ex- 
tremely hurt  at  his  fretting  about  a  wicked 
Lad  (as  (he  called  him)  that  had  given  her 
fo  much  uneafmefs,  that  the  poor  man  was 
denied  even  the  comfort  of  mourning  the 
Death  of  a  Nephew  who  had  never  offended 

him 


GRATITUDE     FOR    GOOD    ADVICE.        155 

him.  She  took  care,  at  the  clofe  of  her 
Le&ure  upon  the  folly  of  lamenting  the 
Dead,  to  infmuate  to  Mr.  Glenner,  that,  as 
his  income  would  be  confiderably  increafed 
by  the  Death  of  his  Nephew,  it  would  be 
neceffary  for  him  to  make  an  alteration  in 
his  eflablifhment.  The  Drawing-Room  Win- 
dows muft  be  immediately  lowered,  (he  ob- 
ferved,  to  admit  the  fine  Profpe6l  that  was 
now  obftru&ed  by  their  height,  which  made 
the  Villa  referable  a  Dungeon ;  and  fome 
Improvement  made  to  every  Part  of  it,  to 
give  it  a  Frenchified  Appearance. 

"  Mr.  Glenner  heard  her  with  indiffer- 
ence. All  Rooms  were  alike  to  him ;  for  he 
was  never  happy  in  any  of  them.  Separated 
from  his  Children,  and  united  to  a  Shrew, 
he  faw  little  in  Life  defirable;  and  when  any 
of  his  old  Acquaintance  accofted  him,  he 
prefled  their  hand  as  an  apology  for  not  in- 
viting them  to  his  houfe. 

"  But  to  return  to  Oliver:  he  made  fuch 
an  unexpected  progrefs  in  Learning,  that  the 
Re6lor  was  quite  charmed  with  him  as  a 
Claflic;  and,  found  him  fo  intelligent  a  Com- 
panion in  a  very  fhort  time  after  he  had  a- 
dopted  him,  that  Lady  Angelina  ufed  jo- 

cof'ely 
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cofely  to  fay,  that  he  certainly  intended  him 
for  Amelia's  Hufband. 

"  But  while  the  wretched  part  of  Man- 
kind think  Time  moves  as  with  leaden  wings, 
the  profperous  and  happy  regret  its  fwift- 
nefs.  Mr.  Hopetown,  prepared  as  he  was 
for  his  laft  great  Change,  was  often  melan- 
choly when  he  thought  of  leaving  Oliver 
and  Amelia;  and  the  more  he  faw  and  heard 
of  the  fate  of  other  Orphans,  the  more  he 
trembled  for  them. 

"  His  life,  however,  was  prolonged  to  a 
great  age,  confidering  his  delicate  Confiitu- 
tion,  which  fuffered  from  every  blaft ;  and 
among  many  other  pleafing  events  which  he 
lived  to  fee  accomplifhed,  the  Marriage  of 
Oliver  with  Amelia  was  not  the  leajl  grati- 
fying. 

*'  For  feveral  Years  they  all  dwelt  under 
the  fame  Roof;  but  Glenner's  Trials  com- 
menced at  the  Re&or's  Death  ;  for  Amelia 
lived  but  a  very  fhort  time  after  her  Father's 
Deceafe,  leaving  Sybella  and  Oliver  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  their  misfortunes, 

"  But 
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"  But  he  was  not  equal  to  this  : — He 
pofleffed  not  the  Reftor's  placidity  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  forget  his  own  diftreffes  in 
foolhing  her's  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  do  the 
Child  juftice,  he  fought  out  a  School  wht/re 
(he  might  be  educated  fuitably  to  the  mode- 
rate Fortune  that  (he  was  to  inherit  at  his 
death,  and  contented  himfelf  with  calling 
upon  her  occafionally. 

"  Though  Sybella  had  every  kind  At- 
tention (hewn  her  by  her  Governefs,  yet  he 
told  me  there  was  a  penfivenefs  about  her 
which  embittered  his  Interview,  and  always 
left  a  miferable  fenfation  for  fome  time  after 
their  Meetings  took  place.  And  the  lad 
Vifit  he  made  her,  Mrs.  Broomhill  allured 
him,  that  Sybella  had  difcovered  fuch  tokens 
of  fadnefs,  that  it  was  advifable  for  her  to 
be  removed,  both  on  account  of  the  Popu- 
larity of  her  School,  and  the  effeft  that 
Change  of  Air  and  Scene  might  have  upon 
the  young  Lady, 

"  Mr.  Glenner,"  continued  Mr.  Morgan, 
"  was  fenfible  of  the  Error  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  in  refpeft  to  his  Child,  and-accufed 
himfelf  of  Ingratitude  to  his  Benefaftor  in 
aot  conquering  his  feelings,  and  continuing 
o  to 
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to  fuperintend  Sybella  after  the  lofs  fhe  had 
fuftained  in  being  deprived  of  a  Mother  who 
was  a  pattern  to  her  Sex,  and  under  whofe 
care  Sybella  would  have  been  a  very  differ- 
ent Creature  from  what  (he  is  at  prefent. 
But  Mr.  Glenner  under-rated  his  own  Abi- 
lities ;  for,  of  all  the  men  I  ever  faw,  he  was 
the  bed  calculated  for  the  arduous  talk  of 
regulating  the  tempers  of  mankind. 

"  In  what  Refpe6l  would  (he  have  been 
different?"  interrupted  Adeline.  "  Is  (lie  not 
no*w  very  good  and  very  amiable  ?" 

"  She  is  as  good  and  amiable,"  returned 
Mr.  Morgan,  as  fhe  need  be;  "  but  fhe  is 
dull  and  infipid  ;  incapable  of  relinking  a 
Joke,  and  does  little  elfe  than  Sigh  from 
Morning  to  Night. 

"  I  have  a  vafl  Affe&ion  for  her,*'  added 
Mrs.  Belmont  ;  "  and  if  you  will  permit  her 
to  inake  Adeline  and  me  a  Vifit,  we  will  take 
Care  of  her  for  her  Father's  fake." 

"  You  mentioned  being  acquainted  with 
him,"  faid  Mr.  Morgan  ;  "  pray  was  your  Inti- 
macy with  him  of  a  long  duration?" 

-«<  No," 
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"  No,"  anfwered  Mr.  Belmont,"  nor  was 
it  fuch  a  Friendfhip  as  would  ever  lead  him 
to  mention  our  Names ;  but  he  was  made 
extremely  ufeful  to  Adeline  and  me  by  one 
Half  Hour's  Advice." 

*'  He  went  about  doing  good,  Madam, 
from,  the  Moment  he  was  bereaved  of  his 
Wife ;  and  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  the 
only  Man  he  envied  in  the  World  was  How- 
ard, in  comparifon  with  whom  he  was  only, 
he  faid,  an  humble  Copyift. 

"  But,  notwithflanding,  he  relieved  Mi- 
fery  whenever  he  faw  it  ;  portioned  Damfels, 
and  apprenticed  Orphans;  he  has  left  Five 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  Sybella,  Five  Hundred 
of  which  I  have  locked  in  the  Iron  Cheft  in. 
Crick-howel  Church,  till  I  can  take  it  to  the 
Bank. 

"  I  am  afraid,"  continued  Mr.  Morgan, 
11  that  the  Idea  of  not  being  able  to  find  out 
a  Refidence  for  Sybella  haftened  his  Depar- 
ture^  out  of  this* World;  for  he  was  in  ex- 
treme ill  Health  when  I  faw  him,  and  had 
that  interefting  Converfation  which  I  have 
referred  to  ;  and  I  remember,  when  he  had 
prevailed  with  me  to  take  Sybella  into  my 
o  2  Family, 
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Family,  he  faid,  clafping  his  Hands  toge- 
ther," Had  I  known  you  Months  ago,  Mr. 
Morgan,  I  fhould  have  efcaped  many  a  Pang 
of  Wretchednefs  on  Sybella's  Account,  who 
is  grown  fo  like  my  loft  Amelia,  that  I  hardly 
dare  look  her  in  the  Face  after  the  Negle6l  I 
have  been  guilty  of  towards  her." 

Mrs.  Belmont  was  fo  afie&ed  with  the 
Situation  of  this  young  Woman,  that  (he 
told  Mr.  Morgan  that,  inftead  of  purfuing 
her  Journey,  fhe  was  defirous  of  returning 
Home  immediately,  for  the  purpofe  of  tak- 
ing Sybella  to  London  ;  as  (he  hoped  that 
the  Novelty  of  the  Place  would  produce  an 
alteration  which  would  render  her  a  more 
agreeable  Companion  to  Mr.  &c  Mrs.  Morgan, 

"  He  replied,  that  he  had  no  obje&ion  to 
Mrs.Belmont's  making  the  experiment;  and, 
after  gaining  Mrs.  Morgan's  Permiffion,  he 
wrote  to  Sybella  to  meet  them  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  as  his  Wife  was  riot  willing  to 
return  home  without  feeing  the  fine  Sights 
for  which  fhe  quitted  her  Children;  and 
he  obferved,  that,  as  fhe  was  pent  up  aW  the 
Year  at  the  Rock-houfe,  it  was  but  fair  that 
fhe  fhould  be  indulged  with  a  Holiday  once 
every  Summer. 


T/JC  Piflure  for  Tale  the 

T\vo  Young  Ladies  looking  through  a  Window  at  a 
young-looking  Beggar  in  the  Streer,  with  a  Child 
on  her  Back;  both  of  them  in  a  tattered  Condi- 
tion. 
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Wealthy  Merchant  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don was  reduced  to  comparative  Poverty  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  Months:  but  as  this  re- 
verfe  of  Fortune,  which  could  not  have  been 
prevented  by  any  forefight  of  his  own,  was 
not  occafioned  by  any  Negle6l  on  his  Part, 
or  Extravagance  on  the  Part  of  his  Wife,  he 
fubmitted  to  the  Calamity  with  the  Fortitude 
of  an  innocent  Man;  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  did 
i.ll  (he  could  to  encourage  him  to  believe, 
that  their  Happinefs  would  not  be  affccled 
by  this  unexpected  Change. 

The  Children   of    thefe   worthy  People, 

XT,   thought  very  differently  from  thtir 

o  .3  Mother; 
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Mother;  and  when  (he  fuggefted  to  them 
the  neceffity  of  making  Shirts  and  Shifts,  in- 
flead  of  embroidering  Flowers  upon  Satin  or 
Canvafs,  they  received  her  Intelligence  with 
a  referve  which  indicated  their  Mortification 
at  the  News ;  and  (he  was  app^ehenfive,  that 
her  chief  Trouble  would  accrue  from  their 
unwillingnefs  to  accommodate  themfelves  to 
their  Situation. 

She  was  more  concerned,  therefore,  than 
furprized,  when  (he  perceived  that  Belinda 
and  Vi&oria  ftill  beftowed  their  time  on  the 
Skreen  which  the  Day  before  fhe  had  pro- 
hibited till  they  had  finifhed  Work  of  much 
more  importance. 

But,  as  it  was  improper  that  this  Breach 
of  Obedience  fhould  be  over-looked,  fhe  went 
in  fearch  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  whom  (he  found 
in  his  Study,  but  not  in  a  Mood  to  hear  of 
any  thing  that  would  aggravate  his  Misfor- 
tunes. She  judged  wifely  in  deferring  to 
acquaint  him  with  their  Behaviour,  for  he 
would  probably  have  been  tempted  in  the 
then  State  of  his  Mind,  to  have  punifhed 
their  Difobedience  with  an  unjuftifiable  Se- 
verity. In  the  mean  time,  an  incident  of  the 
moft  melancholy  kind,  operated  fo  forcibly 

Oil 
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on  thefe  young  Women,  as  to  make  all  fur- 
ther Reproof  unneceffary. 

The  young  Ladies  being  ftricken  one 
Day  with  the  Symmetry  and  Whitenefs  of  a 
Woman's  Arm  who  was  craving  their  Charity 
in  the  Garment  of  Wretchednefs,  with  a 
Babe  fattened  to  her  Neck  by  the  Fragments 
of  a  tattered  Cloak,  they  had  the  Curiofity 
to  afk  her  to  what  PariCh  fhe  belonged ;  and, 
obferving  a  Tear  ftart  from  her  fine  Eyes  at 
the  Queftion,  they  became  more  inquifitive, 
and  promifed  her  b'oth  Clothes  and  Money 
if  fhe  would  gratify  them  by  relating  the 
Outline  of  her  Hiftory.  She  began  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  During  the  firft  fifteen  Years  of  my  Life, 
Ladies,  I  faw  nothing  but  Splendor  in  the 
World.  Laced  Footmen  and  Waiting-Maids 
anticipated  my  Wants,  and  1  knew  not  the 
Purpofes  of  Exiftence.  Being  an  only 
Child  neither  my  Father  nor  Mother  op- 
pofed  me  in  any  Wifh  that  could  be 
gratified;  and  my  Extravagance  and  my 
Temper  were  alternately  the  Subje6l  of  Con- 
verfation  in  the  Neighbourhood.  Sometimes 
my  Father  would  intimate,  that  I  was  lefs 
obliging  than  the  Daughters  of  fome  of  his 
Acquaintance,  and  that  he  was  afraid  I  had 

been 
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been  fpoiled  by  Indulgence  ;  but  my  Mother 
became  fo  outrageous  at  the  Hint,  that  he 
never  durft  attempt  any  Thing  like  a  Regu- 
lation ;  and  1  was  permitted  to  fquander  as 
much  Money  continually  upon  my  Drefs,  as 
would  have  maintained  feveral  poor  Families 
the  whole  Year  round. 

Among  other  Rules  from  which  my  Mo- 
ther never  deviated,  was  that  of  having  no 
one  thing  made  a  matter  of  neceflity,  that 
tended  to  hurt  my  difpofition ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  Horn-book  was  one  of  the  pro- 
fcribed  Bug-bears,  which,  (he  infifted  upon 
it,  often  cramped  an  Infant's  genius  by  be- 
ing injudicioufly  introduced  into  the  Nur- 
fery.  When  my  father  ventured  to  contend 
for  the  twenty-fix  Letters  on  Ivory,  or  the 
11  Art  of  Reading  made  Eafy,"fhe  flew  in  a 
mod  violent  Padion,  and  afked  if  he  intend- 
ed 10  make  a  Philofopher  of  me?  I  w:^ 
Nine  Years  old,  therefore,  before  I  could 
ipell  my  own  Name,  and  as  old  again  be- 
fore I  could  write  it. 

• 

"  When  I  had  done  with  the  Leading- 
Strings,  and  the  Go-Cart,  I  was  introduced 
to  all  the  Company  that  vifitcd  mv  Parents, 
and  was  conficlered  as  a  very  great  Fbgue  by 
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the  Crowds  that  came  on  one  Day  in  every 
Week  to  Fulham-Green.  Thefemy  Mother 
called  her  Converfationes ;  and  while  (he  and 
iny  Father  were  puzzling  the  good  People, 
by  attempting  to  talk  upon  Subje6ls  which 
they  did  not  underftand,  I  was  wiping  my 
buttered  Hands  upon  their  ftiff  Brocades, 
and  treading  the  Rout  Cakes  into  the  Carpet. 

*'  But  my  Father  was  immenfely  rich  ; 
and  the  Knowledge  of  this  procured  him  the 
Acquaintance  of  Families  high  in  Rank;  for 
being  Good-natured  as  well  as  Opulent,  he 
was  a  convenient  Friend  to  feveral  Men  of 
Talents;  and,  as  my  Mother  never  inter- 
fered with  Money  Matters,  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  fubmitting  to  her  Ignorance  and 
Caprice. 

"  When  I  was  old  enough  to  require  a 
Governefs,  a  young  Woman  was  found  for 
me,  of  the  fweeteft  Temper  imaginable  ;  but 
(he  was  fo  continually  upbraided  with  my 
Ignorance  of  thofe  Branches  of  Education 
which  other  Children  of  my  Age  knew,  that 
the  young  Woman  pined  herfelf  into  a  Con- 
fumptldn  ;  and  the  one  who  fucceeded  her, 
in  endeavouring  to  avoid  the  timidity  and 
gentjenefs  which  (lie  thought  had  indirectly 

occa- 
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occafioned  the  Death  as  well  as  the  Difgrace 
of  her  PredecefTor,  proceeded  in  the  other 
extreme ;  beating  me  for  every  Deviation 
•from  her  Orders,  and  anfwering  my  Father 
and  Mother  with  fo  much  affumed  Pertnefs, 
and  unwarrantable  Confidence,  that  (he  was 
difcarded  at  an  Hour's  Notice, 

"  I  was  now  in  a  very  pitiable  Predica- 
ment ;  and  my  Father,  obferving  me  loiter 
about  the  Houfe,  without  any  one  Engage- 
ment fuited  to  my  Years,  ventured  to  fug- 
geft,  that  a  School  would  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  a  private  Teacher,  without  expofing 
my  Mother  to  any  farther  Inconveniences 
arifmg  from  the  Afliftance  which  (he  had 
hitherto  been  fo  unfortunate  in  procuring, 

"  She  made  no  Anfwer  at  the  time,  but 
the  next  morning  (he  breakfafted  earlier  than 
ufual;  and,  ordering  the  Coach,  took  the 
Evening  Chronicle  in  her  Hand,  and  flopped 
at  every  Houfe  in  the  City  and  Weft  End  of 
the  Town,  that  was  mentioned  in  the  Paper 
as  containing  a  Female  who  fpoke  French 
fluently,  and  Englifh  grammatically,  with 
endlefs,  &c.  &c.  Etc, 

"  At 
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"  At  a  Perfumer's  in  Fleet-Street,  fhe 
tnet  with  a  very  promifing  Tutorefs ;  and  as 
(he  was  always  in  a  violent  hurry  to  bring 
every  new  Projecl  to  a  Conclufion,  (lie  in- 
fifted  upon  the  young  Woman  accompany- 
ing her  Home." 

"  This  premature  Arrangement  did  not 
prepoifefs  Mifs  Eliza  Forbes  with  Sentiments 
in  my  Mother's  Favour;  but,  a"s  (he  was 
friendlefs  and  deflitute,  fhe  felt  it  her  Inter- 
eft  to  fecure  to  herfelf  the  Situation,  at  all 
events. 

"  This  Regulation  gave  me  one  more 
Chance  of  knowing  my  right  hand  from  my 
left ;  and,  to  do  Eliza  Forbes  Juflice,  (lie 
managed  us  all. 

"  Accuflomed  to  live  in  a  Family  where 
fhe  had  the  Children  that  were  entrufted  to 
her  Care  under  her  own  Controul,  fhe  could 
not  tell  what  to  make  of  my  Mother's  Inter- 
ference; and  fhe  was  fo  extremely  difgufted 
with  her  Ignorance,  and  her  Errors,  that  fhe 
would  not  have  remained  with  her  a  fingle  Day, 
if  fhe  had  not  had  a  very  handfome  Salary, 
and  a  fmart  Footman  at  her  Command ;  a 
hot  Dinner  precifely  at  Three  o'Clock,  and 

the 
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the  Ufe  of  a  Sociable   when  (he  thought  it 
neceffary  that  I  fhould  go  from  Home. 

"  This  was  living  quite  in  Style,  and 
was  extremely  gratifying  to  her  Vanity,  of 
which  fhe  had  a  .large  (hare.  She  was  artful 
too,  as  well  as  fenfible  and  accompli(hed  ; 
and,  by  endeavouring  to  fet  my  Mother  up- 
on fome  Wild  Goofe  Chace  for  fome  Hours 
every  Morning,  (he  contrived  to  make  fome- 
thing  of  me  in  a  very  (hort  Time ;  which 
fhe  knew  would  be  a  prodigious  Recommen- 
dation to  her,  when  fhe  could  no  longer 
fubmit  to  my  Mother's  Eccentricity. 

"  Under  the  Directions  of  this  all-know- 
ing Mifs  Forbes,  my  Mother  became  a  China, 
Book,  and  Pi6ture  Fancier ;  and  her  Pupil  an 
humble  Admirer  of  the  fine  Arts. 

"  But  the  more  Money  my  Mother 
fquandered,  the  kfs  remained  for  benevo- 
lent Purpofes ;  and  the  Families  moft  diftin- 
guiftied  for  their  Celebrity  in  the  World 
among  her  Acquaintance,  vifited  her  no 
longer.  My  Mother,  however,  was  too  inde- 
pendant  a  Creature  now  to  feel  their  Slights  ; 
and,  if  ever  fhe  expreffed  her  Surprize  at 
their  Conduft,  Mifs  Eliza  took  care  to  in- 
form 
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form  her,  that  it  was  becaufe  (he  was  a  Dil- 
letante,   and  they  were  not. 

"  It  was  much  the  fame  to  my  Father 
how  his  Money  went ;  fo  that  he  could 
have  his  Library  unmolefted  by  my  Mother's 
Tongue,  which  ufed  to  interrupt  him  fadly 
when  he  was  reading  the  Spe&ator,  which 
was  fuch  a  favourite  Book  with  him  that  he 
fcarcely  ever  looked  into  any  other. 

• 

"  I  was  now  in  my  1 6th  Year,  and  was 
fufficiently  accomplifhed  to  require  the  aid 
offal/king  Majlers.  On*  of  every  Defcription 
was,  therefore,  procured  for  me  on  the  moft 
expenfive  terms ;  for,  as  Mifs  Eliza  obferved, 
Fafhion  was  every  thing  in  this  inftance; 
and,  if  they  had  but  a  Name,  their  Abilities 
were  not  of  much  Confequence,  as  fhe  could 
fupply  that  Deficiency ;  but,  as  (he  fhrewdly 
remarked,  it  was  neceffary  that  I  fhould  be 
able  to  quote  their  Names,  to  gain  a  hearing 
at  a  private  Concert ;  or,  in  fhort,  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  any-body  in  the  Circle  that  I  was 
to  move  in  when  my  Education  was  com- 
pleted. 

"  However,  before  I  made  my  entre  into 

the  World,    my  Father  was  arrefted  for    a 

p  Gaming- 
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Gaming-Debt  of  my  Mother's;  and,  as  he 
confidered  himfelf  a  ruined  man,  (for  he  had 
been  living  beyond  his  income  for  feveral 
years)  he  very  compofedly  took  Poffeffion  of 
a  comfortable  Room  in  the  King's  Bench,  car- 
rying the  Spe&ator  under  his  Arm,  and  leav- 
ing my  Mother,  Myfelf,  and  my  Governefs, 
to  take  Care  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Cla- 
morous Domeftics. 

"  We  were  all  three  equally  unprepared 
for  this  Event.  My  Mother  vented  her  Sur- 
prize by  having  recourfe  to  Hyfterics  ;  Mifs 
Eliza  Forbes  found  an  Afylum  in  the  Houfe 
of  a  Lady,  who  had  been  coveting  her  for 
a  long  time  ;  and  I  attempted  to  divert  my 
Melancholy  by  playing  upon  the  Harp,  and 
making  Tranfparencies  ;  an  Amufement  very 
much  in  vogue  juft  then.  And  this  fenti- 
mental  kind  of  Life  was  endured  with  a  tole- 
rable Complacency  by  me,  while  the  Furni- 
ture ornamented  the  Rooms,  and  the  Larder 
was  well  (locked. 

"  But  upon  the  Creditors'  demanding 
our  abfence,  and  fearching  into  every  Cor- 
ner of  the  Houfe ;  my  Spirits  failed  me  ; 
and,  being  too  proud  to  accept  of  a  Situa- 
tion in  a  Family  who  had  ferved  us  with 

Wine, 
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Wine,  and  who  were  willing  to  try  me  as  a 
Governefs  to  their  Children,  I  was  taken  to 
my  Father  in  the  Prifon,  while  my  Mother, 
who  was  in  a  dying  Condition  from  not  eat- 
ing any  thing  fince  (he  heard  the  fatal  news, 
\vas  removed  to  the  humble  Habitation  of  a 
Servant  who  had  formerly  received  Favors 
from  her. 

"  My  Father  could  hive  borne  his  Mif- 
fortunes  with  Philofophy,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  his  Concern  on  my  Account;  fur,  iho' 
his  Circumftances  were  reverfed,  he  had  no 
Happinefs  to  lofe  ;  but  the  Sight  of  me 
extorted  from  him  the  deepeft  Groans  of 
Wretchednefs  ;  and,  though  I  refufed  to  do 
any  one  thing  towards  earning  a  livelihood, 
he  continued  to  roller  her  me  in  his  Bofom 
till  he  paid  the  Debt  of  Nature.  My  Mo- 
ther finifhing  her  giddy  and  unprofitable 
Courfe  about  the  fame  Time,  I  married  a 
Strolling  Player,  whom  I  met  with  in  the 
King's-Bench  ;  and  1  was  as  ill  calculated  to 
be  his  Wife  as  to  be  any  thing  elfe.  With 
him  I  lived  two  Years  in  the  moft  abjedt  Po- 
verty; and  as  he  could  neither  maintain  us 
by  his  Wits,  nor  bear  to  fee  us  ftarve,  he 
joined  a  different  Company  of  Players,  and 
p  2  coin- 
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commended    myfelf  and    my  Babe    to    the 
Mercy  of  the  Public." 

"  Mrs.  Drelincourt's  affefting  Hiftory 
being  concluded,  the  Mifs  Kennedies  re- 
warded her  for  her  Trouble,  and  defired 
that  (he  would  call  again  upon  them  in  the 
courfe  of  a  week.  They  were  both  fo  much 
impreifed  with  the  Contraft  between  their 
Mother,  and  the  Parent  of  the  unfortunate 
Mrs.  Drelincourt,  that  they  were  refolved  to 
obey  her  in  future,  and  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  make  themfelves  ufeful. 
The  following  Morning  they  were  at  their 
Plain-Work  before  Breakfaft-Time ;  and  they 
were  fo  afluluous  in  other  refpefts,  that 
Mrs.  Kennedy  could  not  comprehend  the 
caufe  of  this  happy  Reformation. 

At  laft  they  acquainted  their  Parents 
with  Mrs.  Drelincourt's  Diftrefles,  and  the 
Hardfhipsthatfhe  had  endured  from  her  Pride. 
Mr.  Kennedy,  feeling  extremely  interefted 
in  the  recital  of  her  Troubles,  fent  immedi- 
ately for  the  affli&ed  and  reduced  Female ; 
and,  aflung  her  if  fhe  was  willing  to  exert 
her  Talents  for  the  Livelihood  of  herfelf 
and  her  Child,  he  went  immediately  in  fearch 
of  a  Room,  where  (he  could  in(lru&  thofe 

Children 
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Children  committed  to  her  Care;  as  he  did 
not  doubt  his  being  able  to  procure  her  fe- 
veral  Scholars  when  he  had  made  her  Misfor- 
tunes public. 

' 

Upon  mentioning  this  Circumflance  to 
Mr.  Wingrove,  a  Gentleman  of  large  Pro- 
perty, he  took  the  opportunity  of  advifing 
Mr.  Kennedy  to  confider  whether  an  Eftab- 
liihment  of  that  kind  would  not  be  eligible 
for  his  own  Daughters.  It  came  into  Mr. 
Kennedy's  Mind  that  Moment  to  propofe  to 
his  Friend  taking  a  very  large  Houfe  in  his 
Name,  which  was  then  vacant;  and,  as 
Mr.  Wingrove  had  no  Objection  to  rifque 
the  Rent  of  it  for  one  Year,  he  hurried 
home  to  confult  with  his  Wife  and  Daugh- 
ters about  the  Method  of  making  known 
their  Intention  to  the  World. 

Mrs.  Drelincourt  was  not  included  in 
this  Plan,  till  Vi&oria  enquired  if  her  Ac- 
complifhments  would  not  be  of  fingular  i'er- 
vice  to  them  in  the  Capacity  of  a  'Teacher. 
Mrs.  Kennedy  looked  at  Belinda,  and,  ob- 
ferving  that  (he  acquiefced  in  Vi6toria's  wilh 
to  ferve  the  unhappy  Mrs.  Drelincourt,  they 
fent  after  her  to  the  wretched  Lodging  where 
(he  had  told  the  young  Ladies  (he  fpent  the 
p  3  Nights ; 
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Nights;  and,  after  wafhing  and  clothing  her 
and  her  Babe,  they  told  her  that  they  had 
fomething  to  impart  to  her  which  would 
make  her  very  happy. 

Who,  that  had  feen  this  wretched  Fe- 
male dragging  about  the  Streets  a  Half- 
ftarved  Child,  would  have  known  her  again 
Mfhen  (he  was  drefied  neat  and  clean?  Her 
Diftreffes  had  improved  rather  than  dimi-< 
Tiifhed  her  Beauty ;  and  there  was  a  Depref- 
ilon  vifible  tp  thofe  who  knew  her  Face, 
which  rendered  her  a  very  captivating  young 
Woman.  The  Child  was  likewife  extremely 
pretty  and  delicate  ;  and  the  whole  Party 
%vas  io  anxious  of  being  employed  in  a  way 
that  would  make  them  eflential  to  each 
other,  that  in  a  Week's  Time  they  were  all 
too  bufy  to  be  unhappy;  for,  though  no 
ftation  in  life,  exempts  Mankind  from  Cala- 
mity, the  idle  mujl  be  miferable.  And,  the 
more  independent  our  Pleafures  and  Occu- 
pations are  of  the  Whims  and  Caprice  of 
others,  the  greater  is  our  Chance  of  Felicity. 

The  Houfe  they  removed  to  was  par- 
ticularly calculated  for  a  School.  It  was 
walied  round  from  every  intruding  Eye  ;  and 
the  Garden  was  fpacious  and  judicioufly 

planted 
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planted  with  Chefnut  Trees  ;  fo  as  to  afford 
a  Shade  from  the  Sun  on  the  hottefl  Day. — 
There  was  alfo  a  fmall  adjoining  one,  which 
was  not  frequented  by  the  Scholars,  but  up- 
on particular  Days,  when  Mrs.  Kennedy 
chofe  to  treat  the  merry  Tribe  with  Straw- 
berries and  Cream  for  their  Supper.  This 
aftive  Family  had  all  their  feveral  Avoca- 
tions. Mr.  Kennedy  went  to  Market,  and 
took  Care  of  the  Ledger;  Mrs.  Kennedy  fu- 
perintended  the  Domeftic  Affairs ;  and  the 
Daughters  and  Mrs.  Drelincourt  managed 
the  School.  An  Eftablifhment  conduced 
with  fuch  uniform  Regularity,  could  not  fail 
of  being  talked  of;  and  the  young  Ladies 
made  fuch  a  rapid  Improvement  in  their  Stu- 
dies, that  one  Parent  recommended  it  to 
another,  and  the  Mifs  Kennedies  were  cele- 
brated every  where  for  their  Talents  and  In- 
duftry. 

But  it  was  not  probabje  that  Meritlike  their's 
would  be  long  unrewarded.  A  Gentleman 
of  the  Name  of  Calcot,  who  had  two  Daugh- 
ters at  the  School,  became  enamoured  of 
Vi6toria,  and  propofed,  not  only  marrying 
her,  but  fixing  her  Parents  and  Sifter  in  a 
comfortable  Houfe  near  his  own,  and  allow- 
ing them  a  bandfome  Income.  This  offer, 

however, 
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however,  was  reje&ed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy;-they  were  extremely  well  contented 
with  their  Situation,  and  wi(hed  for  no  other 
Delight  than  that  they  pofleflfed  in  feeing 
their  Children  rendered  amiable,  by  a  Difap- 
pointment,  which  they  were  afraid  would 
operate  very  differently  upon  them,  from 
what  it  had  done. 

They  were,  indeed,  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Drelincourt  for  their  Philofophy  ;  for,  be- 
fore they  faw  her,  they  were  as  ill-difpofed 
to  conform  to  any  Plan  for  remedying  the 
excifting  Evil,  as  any  Girls  whatever ;  but  in 
Mrs.  Drelincourt  they  beheld  Pride  porfoni- 
fied  ;  (he  was  a  ftriking  Inftance  of  the  FolJy 
of  being  helplefs  under  Misfortunes ;  and 
the  Confequences  of  this  inconvenient  Af- 
fe&ation  had  more  Effeft  upon  their  Con- 
du6l  than  all  the  Arguments  that  their  Mo- 
ther had  ufed  the  Day  preceding.  They 
were  not  to  be  commended  ior  flighting  the 
intimations  of  Wifdom  inforced  by  Parental 
Authority;  but  fome  little  Praife  is  due  to 
them  for  reflefting  on  their  Miftake  early 
enough  to  atone  for  their  Error,  by  an 
obliging  Submiffion  to  the  Dictates  of  a  wife 
and  amiable  Mother. 

It 
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It  was  no  fmall  Pleafure  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kennedy  to  witnefs  the  Happinefs  of  Vic- 
toria; but  the  Gaiety  of  the,Party,"  on  the 
Celebration  of  the  Nuptials,  was  fomewhat 
retrained  by  the  Abfence  of  Mrs.  Drelin- 
court,  who,  having  miffed  her  Infant  when 
(he  returned  from  attending  the  Parties  to 
Church,  had  left  the  Houfe  in  a  State  of 
Mind  little  (hoit  of  Diftra&ion. 

In  the  Hurry  attendant  upon  a  joyous 
Occafion  like  this,  the  Child  had  been  per- 
mitted to  wander  into  the  Garden,  and  out 
of  the  Garden  into  the  Road.  As  (he  was 
dreffed  in  her  beft  Clothes,  it  was  more  an 
Objeft  of  a  Beggar's  lawlefs  Defire  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  been;  and,  being  too 
young  to  make  any  Refiftance,  it  was  either 
enticed  or  terrified  from  the  Spot,  where  it 
was  amufing  itfelf,  by  heaping  Stones  one 
upon  another,  till  the  Monfter  difcovered  it. 

To  recite  all  the  Cruelties  pra6lifed  on 
this  Babe,  would  (hock  Human  Nature  in  its 
word  State;  fometimes  the  lovely  Elfiida 
was  exhibited  half  naked,  and  often  ftarved, 

from  Caprice,  as  well  as  Need. At  other 

Times  (he  was   beaten   and   bruifed,   to   be 
transformed   into  a  Spe6lacle  of  Horror  for 

the 
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the  Purpofe  of  exciting  the  Mite  of  Commi- 
feration  ;  and,  after  enduring  the  various 
and  ftudied  Barbarities  of  ihis  Mifcreant,  (he 
was  thrown  into  a  Field  to  Die  a  lingering 
Death. 

But  Providence  is  an  ever-vigilant  Guar- 
dian. It  is  awake  when  Kindred  are  afleep, 
and  has  no  Bounds  to  its  Devices  for  the 
fafety  of  Mankind. 

The  little  Elfiida  cried  fo  loud,  that  a 
travelling  Pedlar,  who  had  taken  Shelter  for 
the  Night  in  an  adjoining  Hovel,  could  not 
get  his  ufual  Slumbers,-  and,  being  to  attend 
at  a  neighbouring  Fair  the  next  Morning, 
he  was  extremely  difconcerted  at  being  thus 
deprived  of  his  only  Comfort.  Rifing,  there- 
fore, to  fee  whence  the  noife  iffued,  he  per- 
ceived this  little  Creature  flruggling  in  a 
Furze-Biifh.  Angry  as  he  was  at  this  In- 
ftance  of  Brutality,  which  he  forefaw  would 
give  him  much  Trouble,  he  yearned  over  the 
Babe,  and,  taking  it  into  the  Hovel,  fed  it 
with  fome  Mouldy  Crufts  foaked  in  Beer; 
and  the  Child,  being  fpent  with  the  Fatigue 
of  Crying,  flept  in  his  Arms  as  foundly  as 
it  ufed  to  do  in  its  Mother's  Bofom. 

When 
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When  he  opened  his  Eyes  at  dawn  of 
day,  and  beheld  the  little  unprotected  In- 
nocent reclining  on  his  Arm,  he  felt  an  un- 
conquerable inclination  to  be  its  Protestor, 
though  he  had  not  the  profpeft  of  affording 
it  a  regular  Meal.  But  this  Confederation 
made  it  Humanity  for  him  to  difcard  it  ;  at 
leaft,  to  devife  fome  Slatagem  by  which  he 
might  befriend  it  at  the  Expence  of  fome 
Perfon  more  able  to  fupply  its  numerous 
Wants. 

A  White  Manfion  prefented  itfelf  to  his 
View  through  a  Vifta  of  fine  Elms  ;  and, 
thinking  it  would  be  a  moft  charming  Afy- 
kim  for  the  little  Stranger,  he  battened  with 
his  Charge  towards  the  Spot,  where  he-had 
already  anticipated,  not  only  its  being  ref- 
cued  from  famine,  but  adopted  by  the 
Owner  of  this  fine  Houfe,  and  enjoying 
every  Luxury  of  Life. 

The  Pleafures  of  Imagination  are  not 
monopolized  by  the  Poet.  The  Beggar, 
whofe  only  Treafure  is  contained  in  his  lea- 
thern Wallet,  and  who  has  no  more  Idea  of 
cultivating  his  Talents,  than  the  faithful 
Dog  which  attends  him,  derives  his  principal 
Happinefs  from  Cattle-Building.  Elfrida  was 

conveyed 
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conveyed  by  the  Pedlar  to  the  White  Houfe 
above  mentioned,  in  a  full  affurance  of  having 
all  his  Golden  Dreams  realized.  None  of 
the  Family  were  ftirring  when  he  left  Elfrida 
upon  the  Lawn,  where  (he  was  firft  difco- 
vered  by  the  Waiting  Woman  on  opening 
her  Lady's  Shutters.  A  violent  Scream  from 
Mrs.  Dinah  awoke  her  Miftrefs  ;  who,  on 
being  informed  of  the  (hocking  Cataftrophe, 
left  her  downy  Pillow,  with  a  determination 
of  rinding  the  Author  of  this  unpardonable 
Crime  before  (he  reclined  upon  it  again. 

Stout  Intentions  are  not  the  moil  flead- 
faftly  adhered  to  ;  and  a  Sight  of  the  Babe 
from  the  Window  weakened  her  Refolution, 
before  the  exquifite  Beauty  of  its  Counte- 
nance pleaded  its  own  Caufe  too  irrefiftibly 
to  be  disregarded. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  hofpitable  Dwel- 
ling were  three  Maiden  Ladies,  Mifs  Simp- 
fon,  Mifs  Kate,  and  Mifs  Prifcilla  Simpfon. 
They  had  all  had  Offers  of  Marriage  at  one 
Period  of  Life,  but  had  entered  into  an 
Agreement  to  live  together  till  Death  fepa- 
rated  them  ;  they  adhered  to  this  Whim 
moft  fcrupuloufly  till  they  attained  that  Age, 
when  no  one  ever  thought  of  tempting  them 
to  deviate  from  it.  A  ge- 
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A  general  buftle  now  commenced  at 
Windle  Houfe ;  and  none  of  the  dome/lies 
knew  when  it  would  end,  where  the  delin- 
quent was  to  be  found,  or  how  punifhed 
when  dete6led.  All  agreed  that  it  was  an 
abominable  impofition ;  and  none  of  them, 
would  beftow  more  than  a  difdainful  look 
upon  the  contented  Elfrlda,  who,  having 
been  well  fed  by  her  foftering  friend  before 
his  departure,  was  bafking  in  the  fun  with 
as  much  delight,  and  as  totally  unconfcious 
of  any  wants,  as  the  frolickfome  Butterfly 
who  feafts  upon  a  honeyed  Flower.  The 
Mifs  Simpfons,  however,  happily  for  Elfrida, 
were  not  fo  .deflitute  of  humanity  as  their 
Servants.  While  they  were  breakfafting,  the 
Child  was  to  be  dripped  of  its  Rags,  and 
drefTed  in  Clothes  that  they  always  had  by 
them  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Poor  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood. Thefe  Orders  were  obeyed,  after 
much  demur  as  to  whofe  place  it  was  to  do 
this  degrading  office ;  and  the  little  Stranger 
was  ufhered  in  by  Mrs.  Dinah,  as  the  fweet- 
eft  Babe  that  ever  faw  the  fun. 

"  There  is  a  time  for  all  things,"  fays 

the  Wife  Man  ;  and  the   poor  Pedlar,  if  he 

had  been  blefled  with  the  Gift  of  Prefcience, 

Q  could 
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could  not  have  hit  upon   a  more  fortunate 
Day  for  his  Romantic  Scheme. 

Mifs  Simpfon,  who  underftood  what 
good  Crops  were,  and  all  the  feveral  Branches 
of  Agriculture,  as  well  as  any  Farmer  who 
earned  his  Bread  by  his  Occupation,  had 
clofed  the  bufy  Month  by  a  Harvejl-home  the 
Night  preceding  the  Morn  that  Elirida  occa- 
fioned  this  Confirmation.  And,  as  (he  had 
nothing  in  view  to  excite  either  Hope  or 
Fear  till  the  return  of  the  Seed-time,  (he  was 
not  fo  much  chagrined  at  this  intervening 
Adventure  as  (he  affecled  to  be. 

Mifs  Kate  likewife  had  luckily  completed 
a  Muflin  Gown  which  had  occupied  her 
whole  Attention  for  three  Months;  and  Mifs 
Prifcilla,  having  juft  loft  a  Pug  Dog,  by  a 
Cold  which  it  took  from  ftanding  in  a  damp 
Room,  was  quite  in  the  Humour  to  have 
fomething  to  interefl  her  in  the  ftead  of  her 
favourite  Pet.  Trivial  as  thefe  Circumftan- 
ces  were  feparately,  they  were  of  prodigious 
Confequence  when  united  ;  inafmuch  as  they 
difpoted  all  the  three  to  be  of  one  mind:  And 
the  deliberate  ConcluGon  was  in  Elfrida's 
Favour. 

To 


TRIUMPHS  OF  VIRTUE  OVER   POVERTY.     183 

To  whomfoever  it  belonged,  Mifs  Simp- 
fon  obferved,  it  was  now  at  their  Difpofal  ; 
and  when  they  were  tired  of  having  it  in 
the  Houfe,  it  could  be  lent  to  the  Foundling 
Hofpital.  Mifs  Kate  faid  there  would  be 
thoufands  in  the  World  proud  to  adopt  fuch 
a  Child,  if  it  was  not  for  the  Chance  of  in- 
curring the  Cenfure  or  the  laugh  of  the 
World  ;  while  Mifs  Prifcilla  maintained,  that 
the  Opinion  of  the  World  was  of  very  little 
Confequence,  if  it  interfered  with  A6ls  of 
Companion  and  Mercy;  and  that  the  dear 
little  Creature  was  too  engaging  to  be  parted 
with  without  a  better  Reafon  than  that  af- 
figned  by  her.  Mifs  Simpfon  was  of  Mifs 
Prifcilla's  Opinion;  and  Foylet,  the  Groom, 
was  difpatched  to  the  Village  for  Sugar-Plums 
and  a  Doll.  At  Windle  Houfe,  therefore,  we 
will  leave  the  little  Adventurer,  (unrounded 
by  her  attentive  Deliverers  from  cafual  Evil, 
while  we  return  to  her  difconfolate  Mother. 

Rendered  infenfible  to  the  Calls  of  Hun- 
ger, and  loft  by  the  more  preffmg  Senfation 
of  corroding  Grief,  the  unhappy  Mrs.  Dre- 
Jincourt  travelled  Night,  and  Day  without 
Suftenance;  till,  being  unable  to  proceed  any 
longer,  (he  feated  herfelf  on  a  Bench  at  the 
Door  of  an  Ale-Houfe  in  the  Village  of 
Q  2  Houghton, 
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Houghton.  Faint  and  weary  as  fhe  was,  fhe 
had  no  intention  of  remaining  in  this  place 
longer  than  while  (lie  could  procure  a  Cup 
of  Tea.  The  Woman  of  the  Tavern  was  a 
Matronly  Dame;  and,  having  feen  better 
Days  herfelf  in  her  firft  Hufband's  Life-time, 
\vho  was  a  Farmer  of  no  defpicable  Note  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  (lie  commiferated  the  Suffer- 
ings of  the  poor  Traveller,  and  took  upon 
her  to  affirm  to  a  Corporal  who  was  fitting  at 
a  fmall  Deal  Table,  with  a  bright  Pewter  Pot 
of  Ale,  half  drank  out,  that  the  young  Wo- 
man was  better  than  (he  feemed  to  be,  and 
that  fhe  fpoke  as  like  a  Gentlewoman  as 
Madam  Boucher,  at  the  Grove. 

The  Civility  of  the  Landlady  had  a  very 
enervating  Effeft  on  Mrs.  Drelincourt  ;  the 
few  Individuals  that  (he  had  aecofted  on  the 
ToacLreturnedheradifdainfulAnfwer,  if  any  at 
ail ;  and  therefore  (he  had  efcaped  the  piercing 
Pangs  of  Sympathy;  but  the  Landlady's  Cu- 
xjofity,  and  Attention,  quite  unfitted  her  for 
purfuing  her  Chace  of  her  Jofl  Child.  Fail- 
ing fcnfelefs  on  the  Floor,  fhe  loft  all  Recol- 
lection of  her  Sorrows,  and  was  removed  to  a 
quiet  Chamber  by  the  humane  Hoftefs,  who 
gave  her  fome  White  Wine  Whey,  and  other 
neceffary  Cordials,  to  compofe  her  to  Sleep. 

When 
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When  fhe  awoke  in  the  Night,  (he  imme- 
diately guefled  what  had  befallen  her;  and, 
being  determined  to  entruft  her  Calamities  to 
fo  tender-hearted  a  Creature  as  the  Landlady 
appeared  to  be,  fhe  went  in  fearch  of  her  as 
foon  as  it  was  Day-light.  Finding  her  in  a 
fmall  Parlour  at  Breakfaft,  (he  joined  her,  and 
related  her  affli&ive  Situation. 

"  Blefs  me,"  cried  Mrs.  Simcox,  lifting 
her  Hands  as  high  as  her  Head,  "  a  Day  or 
two  ago,  I  heard  an  Old  Pedlar  tell  the  Cor- 
poral that's  quartered  at  our  Houfe  a  very 
fingular  Story  about  a  Child ;  and  when  he 
comes  down  Stairs  we'll  inquire  about  it. 
Mrs.  Drelincourt  was  very  ready  to  believe 
all  that  the  Landlady  wifhed  might  be  true, 
and  the  Corporal  was  catechized  the  moment 
he  made  his  Appearance.  Unlikely  as  the 
Story  founded,  there  was  nothing  in  the  re- 
lation but  what  might  have  happened  ;  and 
her  eagernefs  to  fee  the  Pedlar  may  be  very 
eafily  conceived  by  thofe  who  can  anticipate 
her  feelings. 

The  Corporal  was  promifed  a  Reward,  if 

he  would  find  out   this  travelling  Vender  of 

Combs  and  Tapes;   and,  as  he  had  feen  him 

in  the  Fair  the  Day  preceding,  he  had  little 

Q  3  doubt 
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doubt  of  obtaining  his  Prize.  An  Interview 
was  procured  in  lefs  than  an  Hour ;  and  Mrs. 
Drelincourt  received  fuch  Information  of  the 
Child  from  him,  as  fatisfied  her  that  it  was 
her  own  Elfrida.  After  rewarding  the  Land- 
lady and  the  Corporal  for  the  Trouble  they 
had  been  at  on  her  Account,  and  promifing 
a  yearly  Remittance  to  the  Pedlar  for  his 
Compaffion  to  her  Babe,  (he  purfued  the  road 
the  man  dire6led  her  to  take,  and  arrived  at 
Windle-Houfe  by  Eleven  o'Clock  the  next 
Morning. 

The  Ladies  were  walking  in  the  Shrub- 
bery, leading  Elfrida  by  the  Hand,  when  (lie 
entered  the  Back  Court;  and,  as  Jowler  gave 
Notice  of  her  Arrival,  they  fent  their  Ser- 
vant into  the  Houfe  to  know  if  it  was  any 
Vifitor.  But  Mrs.  Dinah  returned  not  for 
fome  time ;  and  when  (he  appeared,  her 
Countenance  was  fo  woe-be-ftruck,  that  they 
were  afraid  of  afking  her  what  had  happened. 
However,  before  fhe  had  reached  the  Arbour 
were  the  Ladies  were  fitting,  fhe  exclaimed, 
41  A  miferable-looking  Wretch  is  at  the  Door, 
who  fays  fhe  is — fhe  is — fhe  is — "  "  Who," 
inquired  Mifs  Simpfon,  quite  provoked  at 
her  affeftation ?  "The  Child's  Mother,"  re- 
plied Mrs,  Dinah,  curtefying. 

Surprize 
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Surprize  always  had  a  different  effecl 
upon  each  of  thefe  Ladies.  On  this  Occa- 
fion,  therefore,  as  upon  all  others  which 
aftonifhed  her,  Mifs  Simpfon  was  flruck 
dumb ;  Mifs  Kate  declared  it  was  a  moft  fcan- 
dalous  and  provoking  thing  to  have  the 
Trouble  of  cleaning  and  adopting  the  Child, 
and  then  to  have  it  claimed  ;  while  Mifs  Prif- 
cilla,  vented  her  difappointment  by  wringing 
her  Hands  in  an  agony,  equal  to  that  fhe  was 
in  at  the  Death  of  Cupid,  her  favourite  Pug. 

While  they  were  inquiring  from  Mrs. 
Dinah,  whether  the  Woman  at  the  Door 
was  old  or  young,  ugly  or  handfome,  &c.  &c. 
Mrs.  Drelincourt  found  out  the  Garden  Gate, 
and,  fnatching  the  Child  from  Mifs  Prifcilla, 
threw  herfelf  down  on  the  Gravel  Walk, 
faying,  in  a  piteous  Tone  of  Voice,  "  You 
fee  before  you,  Ladies,  a  Woman  of  a  for- 
rowful  Spirit,  who,  from  enjoying  every 
Luxury  in  Life,  was  doomed  to  fuffer  the 
reverfe,  even  to  Hunger,  Third,  and  Wretch- 
ednefs  ; — at  an  Age  too,  when  nimble  Fancy 
paints  this  World  as  a  Theatre  of  Gaiety  and 
Pleafure. 

"  Delivered,  however,  from  the  preflure 
of  Penury,  before  I  became  a  Martyr  to  my 

fufferings, 
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fufferings,  I  earned  a  handfome  Maintenance 
by  a  genteel  Livelihood,  and  envied  no  one. 
But,  alas!  on  a  fatal  Day,  a  Day  that  I  fhall 
never  recolle6l  without  horror  of  Mind,  my 
Infant, — the  Babe  that  I  now  clafp  to  my 
throbbing  Heart,  was  decoyed  from  the  Gar- 
den adjoining  to  my  Houfe  by  fome  Mon- 
fter  of  Jnfamy. 

"  A  whole  Fortnight  I  have  travelled  in 
fearch  of  her,  without  peimitting  my  Eye- 
lids to  clofe,  or  taking  any  Refrefhment,  but 
what  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  my  Prefer- 
vation  ;  and  it  was  not  till  Yefterday  that  I 
I  heard  of  her  being  in  Exiftence.  This  ac- 
count will  apologize  for  my  Intrufion,  and 
fatisfy  you  of  my  Claim  to  the  Child." 

"  There  can  be  no  Doubt,"  replied  Mifs 
Simpfon,  "  of  your  being  the  Mother  of  the 
Child  ;  for  the  Anguifh  you  have  difcovered 
is  not  to  be  feigned,  without  very  fingular 
Powers  of  Expreflion ;  but  that  your  Narra- 
tive has  been  accurately  dated,  remains  to  be 
proved  by  the  Perfons  whorefcued  you  from 
Poverty.  I  muft  poffefs  a  very  unfeeling 
Heart  not  to  be  afFe&ed  by  your  Hiftory  ; 
and  if  you  have  been  an  innocent  Sufferer,  if 
upon  Invefligation,  your  Sorrows  have  been 

occi- 
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occafioned  either  by  the  Extravagance  or 
VVickednefs  of  others,  this  Houfe  (hall  be  an. 
Afylum  both  for  you  and  your  Child,  who 
has  won  my  Regards  by  a  thoufand  little 
Endearments,  and  who  (hall  be  handfomely 
provided  for  by  me." 

Mrs.  Drelincourt  paufed;  the  offer  of 
remaining  as  a  Gueft  in  fuch  a  delightful 
Place  was  too  flattering  a  Propofal  for  her 
to  rejeft.  She  immediately,  therefore,  en- 
trufled  Mifs  Simpfon  with  the  particulars  of 
her  life  ,•  and  Letters  were  difpatched  to  Mr. 
Kennedy,  concerning  the  Truth  of  what  Che 
had  related. 

Mr.  Kennedy  and  his  Family,  overjoyed 
to  hear  any  tidings  of  Mrs.  Drelincourt, 
wrote  feveral  Letters  back  to  Windle  Houfe, 
each  Individual  wifhing  to  contribute  to  her 
Preferment.  The  Ladies  were  extremely 
gratified  by  their  Teftimony  to  her  Accom- 
plifhments  and  Virtues,  and  were  anxious  to 
render  the  Clofe  of  her  Life  as  ferene,  as  the 
Beginning  of  it  had  been  tempeftuous  and 
unpromiling, 

The  little  Elfrida  was  a  general  Favou» 
rite,  without  playing  the  Hypocrite,  a  Habit 

a  gain  ft 
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againft  which   her  Mother   was  continually 
warning  her. 

She  loved  all  the  Ladies,  but  Mifs  Simp- 
fon  better  than  the  others;  and  they  per- 
ceived this  without  upbraiding  her  for  it  ; 
which  generous  Difpofition  on  their  Part, 
prevented  her  from  having  xecourfe  to  thofe 
mean  Subterfuges  whicli  Children  are  fome- 
timesdriven  toby  the  littlenefs  and  jealoufies 
of  their  Superiors. 

They  educated  her  in  a  very  refpeftable 
Manner,  which  is  feldom  pra&ifed  by  thofe 
Parents,  who,  while  they  are  eager  indeed 
to  have  their  Daughters  gabble  French,  and 
fhake  the  Keys  of  a  Harpfichord,  are  equally 
indufhious  in  keeping  them  ignorant  of 
thofe  more  common  but  not  lefs  important 
Employments,  which  every  young  Perfon 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with  in  iome  Degree, 
to  enable  them  to  adorn  the  refpe&ive  Cha- 
ja&ers  of  a  Wife  and  a  Mother, 


[   '9'   1 


The  Pifture  for  Tale  the  Seventh. 

A  Milliner's  Shop,  crowded  with  Caps  and  DrefTes.— 
A  young  Lady  trying  on  feveral  of  them;  and 
Verfons  waiting  on  her. 


THE  STRUGGLE. 

HAT  has  happened  to  you?"  faid 
Mrs.Windham  to  her  Daughter  Conftantia, 
on  feeing  her  look  graver  than  ufual.  "  Have 
any  of  your  School-fellows  grieved  or  affront- 
ed'you?" 

"  No,  Mamma,"  replied  Conftantia ; 
"  they  have  not  done  any  thing  to  offend 
me ;  but  1  am  very  unhappy." 


"  Why  fo?"  inquired  Mrs.  Windham. 


"  One  of  them  has  told  me  fomething 
that  makes  my  Heart  ache;  but  it  is  a  great 
Secret,  Mama." 

«  It 
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"  It  ought  not  to  be  hid  from  me,"  re- 
turned Mrs.  Windham,"  "  if  it  has  that  Effeft 
upon  you  which  you  fay  it  has." 

"  Indeed  Mama,  I  fhould  be  extremely 
glad  to  tell  it  you ;  but  I  promifed  Mils 
Jenny  Bolton  not  to  difclofe  it  to  any  one  ; 
and  you  know,  Mamma,  nothing  that  I  do 
makes  you  fo  angry,  as  any  thing  like  Fib- 
bing." 

"  That  is  very  true,  Conftantia  ;  and 
I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  that  you  re- 
gard my  Injun&ions  refpe6ting  that  finful 
Pra6lice:  but  there  are  a  great  many  other 
Things  that  you  ought  to  confult  my  Com- 
mands about ;  and  one,  if  you  remember,  is, 
never  to  Men  to  a  Girl  who  fays  that  (he  is 
going  to  tell  you  fomething  that  you  are 
not  to  acquaint  your  Mother  with." 

"  I  never  will  again,  my  dear  Mama; 
but  really  (he  provoked  me  to  it,  by  faying 
that  (he  knew  a  Circumftance  that  would 
prevent  me  Dancing  at  the  next  Ball ; — and 
then  Mifs  Dolly  Forrefter  faid,  "  If  I  were 
you,  Mifs  Windham,  I  would  make  her  ex- 
plain that  impertinent  Speech." 

"  Well, 


THE    STRUGGLE.  193 

"  Well,  my  dear  Conftantia,  and  how 
will  you  feel  if  I  tell  you  what  this  Secret  of 
Mifs  Bolton's  is?" 

"  I  (hall  feel  quite  (hocked,  Mamma  ; 
becaufe  then  I  fhall  be  certain  that  it  is  true." 

"  You  have  heard,  Conftantia,  that  your 
Pappa  is  going  to  give  up  his  Town-Houfe, 
and  his  Coach,  and  his  Hounds  and  Race- 
Horfes  ;  and  what  is  there  fo  very  fhocking 
in  all  this?" 

"  Pardon  me,  Mamma  ;  but  when  Lady 
Lovelace  was  obliged  to  quit  London,  and 
to  take  her  Daughters  from  School,  on  ac- 
count of  Sir  Robert  Lovelace's  Circumftan- 
ces,  you  told  Mrs.  Bridport  in  my  hearing, 
that  you  were  very  forry  for  tl>em,  and  that 
you  were  afraid  they  would  be  very  un- 
happy." 

"  Yes,  my  dear  Conftantia  ;  becaufe 
Lady  Lovelace  was  always  exclaiming  againft 
the  hateful  Country,  as  (he  termed  it ;  and 
never  went  to  Bed  till  two  o'Clock,  or  left 
her  Chamber  in  a  Morning  till  half  the 
People  in  London  were  eating  their  Dinnei  ; 
but  this  is  not  the  Cafe  with  us,  Conftantia. 
R  The 
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The  Mifs  Lovelaces  too,  you  know,  were 
always  talking  of  Silk  Slips  and  Artificial 
Flowers  ;  and  dreaded  the  return  of  the  Mid- 
fummer  Holidays,  becaufe  they  had  no  Op- 
portunity of  exhibiting  their  finery  when 
they  were  at  Mount-Pleafant.  But  you  and 
I,  Conftantia,  can  amufe  ourfelves  better, 
and  more  to  our  Mind,  at  the  Hermitage, 
than  we  can  in  Wimpole  Street.  We  keep 
early  Hours,  and  are  not  fond  of  paying 
Vifits  of  Ceremony.  You  can  make  ufe  of 
your  Pencil,  and  I  underftand  enough  of 
Botany  to  have  an  Objeft  always  in  the 
Walks  that  we  may  take  ;  fo  that  we  (hall 
not  feel  the  Alteration  in  our  Eftablifhment 
as  Lady  Lovelace  and  her  Girls  felt  it,  who 
have  taken  it  to  Heart  fo  much,  that  it  is 
reported  that  the  Apothecary's  Bill  amount- 
ed to  a  Hundred  Pounds  in  the  courfe  of 
ha  Year." 

*'  You  have  convinced  me,  my  dear 
Mamma,  that  we  fhall  be  extremely  happy 
at  the  Hermitage  all  the  Year  ;  but  pray, 
Mamma,  do  tell  me  whether  it  is  determin- 
ed that  I  (hall  not  be  at  the  next  Ball." 

"  I  will  confult  with  your  Father  about 
the  Propriety  of  your  appearing  there,  my 

dear, 
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dear,  and  give  you  an  Anfwer  to  your  Quef- 
tion  To-morrow.11 

Conilantia  left  her  Mother,  and  walked 
backwards  and  forwards  along  the  Terrace  at 
the  End  of  the  Garden  which  they  had  at 
their  Houfe  in  Wimpole  Street ;  but  (he 
could  not  get  the  Ball  out  of  her  Head  ;  and 
the  mortification  of  being  abfent,  when  (he 
was  the  bed  Dancer  in  the  School,  hurt  her 
more  than  the  Lofs  that  her  father  had  fuf- 
tained  by  the  finking  of  a  Ship  laden  with 
Merchandize.  Conflantia  was  felfifh.  She 
thought  not  of  the  Grief  that  he  had  endur- 
ed, or  the  uneafmefs  that  her  Mamma  had 
fuffered  at  this  unexpeaed  Trial.  The  Ball 
was  an  Event  of  fuch  Importance  to  her, 
that,  if  (lie  could  only  gain  her  Mamma's 
Confent  to  attend  it,  (he  cared  very  little 
where  (lie  went,  or  what  Qie  did,  after  it  was 
over. 

Alas !  poor  Conflantia  little  thought 
that  a  Ball  could  be  embittered. by  a  trivial 
Accident.  If  (he  had  meditated  on  the  pof- 
fibiiity  of  this,  (he  would  have  been  lefs 
anxious  about  fo  infigrrificunt  an  Occurrence* 

R  a  In 
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In  the  Morning,  Conftantia  difcovered 
at  a  very  early  Hour  the  uneafinefs  to  know 
her  Mother's  Intention.  By  Six  o'Clock  (he 
was  ready  drefled,  and  made  feveral  Excufes 
to  get  into  her  Mother's  Room,  in  hopes  of 
hearing  the  joyful  Tidings.  But  Mrs.  Wind- 
ham  did  not  think  it  proper  to  encourage 
that  Impatience  of  Spirit  which  Conftantia 
manifefted  in  this  inftance. 

At  Breakfaft-time,  however,  Mrs.  Wind- 
ham  afked  her  Hufband  in  the  Prefence  of 
her  Daughter,  Whether  he  intended  that 
Conftantia  fhould  Dance  at  the  enfuing  Ball? 

"  I  have  not  thought  about  it,"  replied 
Mr.  Windham  ;  "  but  on  fome  Accounts  I 
v/ould  rather  (he  did  not  ;  however,  if  (he 
attaches  any  particular  Pleafure  to  fuch  an 
Exhibition  of  her  Perfon  and  fine  Clothes, 
I'll  not  deprive  her  of  the  Enjoyment." 

i 

"  I  am  almoft  certain,"  replied  Mrs. 
Windham,  '•  that  Conftantia  will  have  more 
Happinefs  in  meeting  your  WKhes,  than  in 
gratifying  her  own  Humour;' even  fuppoflng 
that  fhe  (hould  be  inclined  to  go:— which  I 
am  not  quite  fure  is  the  P 
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Confhntia  kept  flirring  her  Tea.  It 
had  been  poured  out  fome  Time,  and  was 
fufficiently  cool ;  but  her  Mother's  Anfwer 
had  greatly  embarraffed  her,  becaufe  fhe  felt 
unwilling  to  make  the  Sacrifice  required. 

She  went  to  School,  without  much  Hopes 
of  fucceeding;  for  fhe  perceived  how  in- 
clined her  Mamma  was  that  fhe  fhould  gra- 
tify her  Father  at  all  Events;  but  the  Sight 
of  the  other  Ladies,  and  the  Sound  of  the 
Violin,  difpofed  her  to  be  rebellious,  and 
fhe  returned  Home  determined  to  teaze  her 
Mamma  into  the  Scheme. 

Mrs.  Windham,  being  alone  in  the  Par- 
lour when  fhe  entered,  addrefled  her  Daugh- 
ter on  the  Subjeft  in  Queflion. 

"  Well,  Confhntia ;  I  hope  I  did  not 
anfwer  too  much  for  you  at  Breakfafl-time." 

"  Yes,  Mamma,  I  think  you  did;  for  I 
am  greatly  inclined  to  go," 

"  What,  after  your  Father  has  exprefted 
a  Wifh  to  the  contrary,  Confhntia  !" 

She  held  her  Head  down,  and  made  no 
Anfwer,  R  3  ^  Speak 
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"  Speak,  Conftantia  ;  do  you  really 
vvifh  it?" 

i(  Yes,  Mamma,  I  really  do  ;  for  I  can- 
riot  conceive  what  they  will  do  without  me 
in  the  Cotillion." 

"  That  is  not  your  Confideration,  but 
theirs,"  replied  Mrs.  Windham  ;  but  if  you 
are  bent  upon  going,  Conftantia,  don't  be 
afhained  to  acknowledge  the  true  Reafon. 
Is  it  not  that  your  Dancing  and  Drefs  may 
attraft  the  Admiration  of  the  Gazers  ?" 

"  I  am  afraid  it  is,  Mamma." 

"  And  you  conneft  the  Idea  of  much 
Happinefs  with  this  Difplay  ?" 

4<  I  do,  my  dear  Mamma." 

"  Then  you  fhall  go,  Conftantia ;  and  I 
•will  provide  you  the  fineft  Cap  and  Frock 
Imaginable.  You  (hall  even  go  to  Mrs. 
Tiffany's  and  chufe  for  yourfelf ;  and  pray 
fix  on  what's  moft  becoming  to  your  Com- 
ple&ion  ;  for  if  you  (hould  not  look  handfome 
that  Night,  you  will  be  very  much  out  of 
Humour  with  yourfelf." 

"You 
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"  You  know,  Mamma,  you  have  often 
told  me,  that  no  body  would  think  me  hand- 

fome." 

"• 

• 

"  But  you  don't  believe  me,  Conflantia." 

Conftantia  was  glad  that  the  Door  was 
half  (hut  when  this  Remark  was  made ;  and, 
calling  the  Servant,  (he  trotted  away  to  Mrs. 
Tiffany's,  where  Flowers,  Gauzes,  and  Rib- 
bons, banifhed  every  uneafy  Senfation  from 
her  afpiring  Bread. 

"  What  Head-Drefs  would  you  recom- 
mend, Mrs.  Tiffany  ?" 

' 

"  Merely  a  Wreath  of  Flowers  for  fo 
young  a  Lady  as  you  are." 

"  I  wear  that,  Mrs.  Tiffany,  every  Day 
that  my  Mamma  has  Company;  and  one 
fhould  have  fomething  more  dreffy  for  a  Ball 
than  what  one  wears  every  Day." 

"That  is  juft  as  People  fancy,  Mifs; 
but  I  cannot  recommend  any  thing  fo  gen- 
teel as  this  Wreath  of  Jeffamine^ 

" '         "       "** 

Can't 
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"  Can't  you  make  a  Gauze  Cap,  Mrs. 
Tiffany,  and  ornament  it  with  Lace,  and  put 
a  Wreath  round,  and  a  Bunch  of  Flowers  on 
one  Side  ?" 

"  I  can  certainly,  Mifs;  but  it  will  look 
heavy,  and  be  more  expenfive  than  your 
Mamma  would  like  perhaps." 

"  My  Mamma  has  given  me  Permiflion 
to  fix  upon  what  I  like." 

"  Very  well,  Mifs;  I'll  make  it  to  your 
Orders." 

"  And  now  let  us  confult  about  the 
Frock,  Mrs.  Tiffany." 

41  Mod  Ladies,  Mifs,  have  Muflin  Frocks, 
with  White  Satin  Bracers." 

"  But  I  ftiall  chufe  coloured  Bracers; 
they  are  more  fhewy." 

«'  They  certainly  are  Mifs." 

"  But  what  Drefs  is  Lady  Bag&ot's 
Daughter  to  have?" 

"  A  Muflin  Frock,  Mifs,  with  a  fmall 
Dot  upon  it,';  ^  Then 
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"  Then  mine  (hall  be  dotted  with  Sil- 
ver, Mrs.  Tiffany,  which  will  be  a  vail  Im- 
provement, won't  it  ?" 

"  /don't  think  fo,"  replied  Mrs.  Tiffa- 
ny; "  but  I'll  get  it  worked  for  you  by 
the  Time,  if  you  think  proper." 

"  Will  it  look  very  much  out  of  Cha- 
rafter,  Mrs.  Tiffany,  for  a  little  Girl  to  be 
dreffed  in  dotted  Silver  Muflin?" 

"  I  am  afraid  it  will  have  a  fingular 
Appearance,  Mifs;  and  there  is  one  Incon- 
venience attending  this  Drefs,  which  perhaps 
you  are  not  aware  of:  if  you  determine 
upon  it,  you  can't  alter  your  Mind ;  for  I 
(hall  not  be  able  to  fell  fo  fmall  a  Quantity 
to  any  body  elfe." 

The  more  Difficulties  Mrs.  Tiffany  flatt- 
ed, the  more  obftinate  was  Confhntia  ;  and, 
after  agreeing  to  abide  by  her  Choice,  and 
giving  Orders  that  no  Expcnce  might  be 
(pared,  flie  left  Mrs.  Tiffany's  Shop,  wilh 
the  full  Perfuaiiou  that  (he  fhould  be  the  beft 


dreffed  Girl  on  the  Ball  Night. 


Mr, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windham  (ludioufly  a- 
voided  mentioning  the  Subje6l  again;  and 
Conftantia  had  the  Satisfa&ion  of  telling  her 
School-fellows  that  Mifs  Bolton  was  mif- 
taken,  for  fhe  was  to  be  at  the  Ball. 

"  And  have  you  befpoke  your  Drefs, 
Mifs  Windham?" 

"  Yes;  it  is  to  be  a  dotted  Silver,  with 
red  Bracers." 

"  A  dotted  Silver!"  they  all  exclaimed; 
11  Did  any  body  ever  hear  of  a  dotted 
Silver  Frock?9 

The  Governefs,  who  had  been  liftening 
to  their  Converfation,  now  interfered,  and 
faid  that  a  dotted  Siver  Muflin  would  cer- 
tainly be  very  improper  for  her, 

"  I'll  go  immediately  to  Mrs.  Tiffany's," 
faid  Conftanflia,  "  and  forbid  it.11 

Mrs.  Windhim,  who  hid  anticipated  the 
olties  that  Conftantia  would  be  put  to, 
in  being  her  own  Miflrefs,  had  fent  Woui  to 
Mrs.  Tif&ny  to  abide  by  Conftantia's  Com- 
mands, ar>d  not  fuffer  her  to  alter  her  Orders 

fur 
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for  very  particular  Reafons,  which  (he  would 
aflign  on  fome  future  Day. 

When  Conftantia  reached  Mrs.  Tiffany, 
(he  was  almoft  out  of  Breath  ;  and  Mrs.  Tif- 
fany defired  that  (he  would  compofe  herfelf 
before  (he  gave  any  further  Orders. 

"  I  am  come  here,"  replied  Mifs  Wind- 
ham,  "  to  contradift  the  Orders  I  gave 
Yefterday." 

"  It  is  too  late,  Mifs  Windham,  to  do 
that ;  for  the  Tambour- Woman  has  nearly 
completed  your  Frock." 

«  O,  What  (hall  I  do  !"  cried  Mifs 
Windham." 

"  I  am  really  forry  to  diftrefs  you,  Mifs  ; 
but  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  ferve  you.  I 
hope,  however,  it  will  look  better  than  you 
expe6t." 

"  And  muft  I  have  the  Rofe-coloured 
Silk  Skirt  and  the  Cap  that  I  ordered?" 

"  Indeed  you  muft,  Mifs;  for  they  are 
nearly  finifhed ;  and  I  am  fure  that  no  other 

young 
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young  Lady  will  buy  them  ;  for  Mrs.  Van- 
fittart  faid  Yefterday  in  this  Shop,  that  a 
Daughter  of  her's  fhould  not  appear  in  any 
thing  fo  ridiculous  for  a  Hundred  Pounds." 

"  You  make  me  very  uneafy,"  faid  Con- 
flantia  ;  "  and  I  have  almoft  a  Mind  not  to 
go  to  the  Ball." 

"  That  will  be  making  things  worfe, 
Mifs  ;  for  they  are  certainly  more  adapted  to 
a  Ball-Room  than  any  other  Place  ;  and,  as 
you  muft  pay  for  them,  you  had  better  wear 
them." 

"  Did  Conflantia's  Troubles  commence  now, 
my  little  Reader?  No:  I  can  affure  you, 
they  began  the  Moment  that  her  Mother  af- 
fented  to  her  following  her  own  Inclination. 
Before  (he  entered  Mrs.  Tiffany's  Shop  to 
order  her  Finery,  the  painful  Recolle&ion 
that  fhe  was  going  to  a6l  in  Oppofition  to 
the  Wifiies  of  both  her  Parents  made  her  very 
miferable.  And,  though  (he  was  fomewhat 
amufed  with  the  Novelty  of  being  her 
own  Direftrefs,  and  with  the  exquifite  Tafte 
which  fhe  conceited  fhe  had  difplayed  in  the 
Choice  of  her  Drefs,  (he  never  clofed  her 
Eyes  through  the  Night,  from  one  anxiety 
or  another.  There 
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There  is  no  Comfort  for  Children  when 
they  ceafe  to  conform  to  the  Defire  of  their 
Parents.  Inexperienced  and  volatile,  they 
are  apt  to  imagine,  that  if  the  Wifh  of  their 
fluttering  Heart  be  but  gratified,  happinefs 
follows  as  a  Certainty  ;  their  Vivacity  and 
Health  contribute  to  confirm  them  in  this 
Delufion  ;  and,  though  they  are  repeatedly 
cleceived,  they  continue  to  a6l  upon  the 
fame  Principle,  unlefs  they  have  Wifdom  to 
truft  more  to  the  Sagacity  of  their  Parents 
than  the  Suggeflions  of  their  own  Heart. 

The  Ball  Night  arrived,  and  Conftantia 
was  dreffed  as  fine  as  the  Contents  of  Mrs. 
Tiffany's  Shop  could  make  her.  Her  Head 
refembled  a  Steeple  ornamented  with  Flags  ; 
and  every  Part  of  her  Attire  was  exactly 
what  it  fhould  not  have  been, 

Mrs.  Windham  viewed  her  with  Concern  ; 
and  Conflantia  was  herfelf  fo  fenfible  of  the 
Impropriety  of  her  Appearance,  that  (he 
would  very  gladly  have  remained  at  Home,  if 
her  Mother  had  expreffed  a  Wifh  for  her 
Company ;  but,  however  (hocked  Mrs.  Wind- 
ham  wis  to  perceive  that  her  Daughter's 
Follies  would  be  difcuffed  in  the  Ball  Room, 
The  thought  the  Mortification  would  effeft  a 
s  Cure 
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Cure  for  Conftantia's  Vanity;  and  (he  was 
aware  that  moft  of  her  unamiable  Qualities 
originated  from  Pride. 

She  anticipated  her  returning  Home, 
humble  and  dutiful ;  and  this  pleafmg  change 
reconciled  her  to  the  ill-natured  Sarcafms 
which  (he  was  fully  aware  would  be  her  Lot. 

She  could  not,  however,  fum  up  fuffi- 
cient  Fortitude  to  accompany  her ;  and  there- 
fore, pleading  Indifpofition,  (he  confided  her 
to  the  Care  of  an  old  Friend,  who  not  hav- 
ing much  Senfibility,  was  a  proper  Perfon  to 
attend  her  Daughter  on  this  ridiculous  Oc- 
cafion. 

Scarcely  was  (he  feated,  before  every  Eye 
was  clire&ed  towards  her;  and  the  Cry  of 
"  A  Woman  in  Miniature"  was  heard  dif- 
tin&ly,  with  many  other  Sarcafms  equally 
painful.  Shame,  and  the  Lofs  of  Sleep,  to- 
gether with  the  Contrition  that  {he  had  felt 
before  (he  quitted  i.nie,  unfitted  her  for 
Dancing.  She  grew  very  faint,  and  was 
obliged  to  borrow  a  Smelling-bottle  of  a  Lady 
who  fat  next  her,  who  fatyrically  obferved, 
that  her  Head-drefs  was  heavy  enough  to  give 
People  much  older  than  her  the  Head-ache. 

Mortified 
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Mortified  by  the  Opinion  of  the  Company, 
troubled  at  her  own  Difobedience,  and  com- 
pletely difgufted  with  her  Finery,  (he  begged 
Permiflion  to  leave  the  Room. 

Her  Governefs,  quite  (hocked  with  the 
Idea  of  the  ridiculous  Figure  (he  would  make 
in  a  Cotillion  among  the  other  Ladies,  very 
readily  aflented  to  her  Requeft  ;  and  Conftan- 
tia  entered  her  Mother's  Dra  wing-Room,  juft 
as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windham  were  cenfuring 
themfelves  for  having  granted  her  Liberty  to 
go,  contrary  to  the  Diftates  of  their  Judge- 
ment. 

This  Meeting  was  attended  with  great 
Confufion  on  both  Sides,  till  Conftantia, 
melted  into  Tendernefs  by  her  Mother's  af- 
fe£Honate  Enquiries  about  her  Health,  (for 
Conftantia  looked  ghaftly)  fell  on  her  Knees, 
and  implored  their  Forgivenefs  in  deviating 
from  their  Advice. 

Mr.  Windham  embraced  his  Daughter, 
and  hoped  that  her  Sufferings  would  teach 
her  a  ufeful  LelTon.  Mrs.  Windham  made 
no  Inference  from  the  affe&ing  Scene  ;  but 
alfured  her,  that  the  Expence  (he  had  incur- 
red to  make  herfelf  the  Objeft  of  Derifion 
s  2  (hould 
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fhould  never  be  adverted  to  as  long  as  they 
lived.  And  Conftantia  was  fo  happy  to  have 
this  Aifurance  made  her,  that  fhe  went  to 
Bed  with  a  light  Heart,  notwithftanding  the 
Ridicule  which  (lie  knew  awaited  her  the  next 
Day  on  her  appearing  in  the  Prefence  of 
her  Governefs. 

This  Trial,  however,  was  fpared  her  ; 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windham  went  to  their 
Eftate  in  Yorkfhire  in  the  Morning,  and 
Conftantia  went  alfo  ;  and  experienced  fo 
much  Satisfaction  in  attending  with  her 
Mother  at  the  Cottages  of  the  induftrious 
but  indigent  Poor,  and  in  making  herfelf 
ufeful  to  Mrs.  Windham  when  flic  was  not 
engaged  with  her  new  Governefs,  that  (lie 
never  wifhed  to  return  to  Town.  Her  pre- 
dominant Foible,  Vanity,  had  been  checked 
before  it  had  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy  ovrr 
her  as  to  make  her  perfift  in  Errors  which 
her  Heart  difapproved;  and  if  every  little 
Mifs  would  yield  to  the  loud  Remonftrances 
of  Conviction,  when  it  fir  ft  begins  to  perfe- 
cute  them  in  the  midft  of  their  forbidden 
PJeafures,  (and  every  thing  may  be  properly 
called  fo  that  is  not  fanctioned  by  Parental 
Authority)  they  would  be  happier  ss  well  ss 
better,  when  they  renounced  the  Frock  and 

Bracers, 
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Bracers,  for  the  flounced  Petticoat  and  the 
long  Train,  and  puerile  Amufements,  for 
more  womanly  if  not  more  rational  Pur- 
fuits. 


PART  THE  SECOND. 


AS  Mrs.  Windham,  the  Governefs,  and 
Conftantia,  were  feldom  confined  to  the 
Houfe  by  a  dark  Cloud,  or  the  want  of  a 
Gleam  of  Sunfhine,  (having  no  dread  of 
taking  their  Death  from  being  expofed  to  a 
few  Spots  of  Rain,  and  no  anxious  Fears 
about  their  Completion)  they  took  longer 
Walks  than  any  three  Ladies  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  were  fo  attentive  to  the  Poor, 
that  the  old  Women  ufed  to  take  their 
Spinning  Wheels  and  their  Sewing  out  of 
Doors  on  a  Summer's  Evening,  in  Hopes  of 
feeing  them  pafs. 

It  was  not   the  Clothes   of  thefe  good 

Creatures  that  attracted  their  Notice,  nor 

s  3  their 
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their  civil  Words  altogether,  though  the 
latter  were  certainly  very  pleafing  to  them. 
Madam  Langford  and  Mifs  Potter  were  much 
finer,  when  they  chanced  to  walk  by  the 
poor  Cottages,  than  Mrs.  Windham  and  her 
Daughter.  The  former  Ladies  were  fcarcely 
ever  feen  twice  in  the  fame  Dreffes,  and  never 
out  of  the  Fafhion  ;  and  they  wore  Silk 
Jackets  and  Muflin  Skirts,  with  fine  Shoes, 
and  Lace  Veils  that  almoft  reached  their 
Knees  -»  but  as  they  never  troubled  them- 
felves  to  make  any  Inquiries  about  them  or 
their  Children,  a  fight  of  their  Clothes  did 
not  excite  any  grateful  Feelings;  but  Mrs. 
Windham,  being  a  much  more  ufeful  Wo- 
man in  all  Refpe&s  than  Mrs.  Langford, 
did  intereft  herfelf  about  their  Doineftic  Mat- 
ters, and  would  often  advife  the  Hufbands 
of  thefe  poor  Women  to  drink  their  Pint  of 
Ale  (if  they  could  afford  themfelves  that 
Luxury)  in  their  own  Houfes,  inftead  of 
fitting  over  it  upon  a  Bench  at  an  Ale-houfe. 

She  would  likewite  advife  them  to  keep 
their  Daughters  conftantly  employed,  and 
not  fuffer  them  to  fpend  their  Money,  if 
they  had  any  given  them,  in  Ribbons  for 
their  Caps,  when  a  Stripe  of  white  Cloth 
neatly  hemmed  was  fo  much  more  fuitable 

to 
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to  their  Stations.  And  if  they  followed  her 
Advice,  and  were  a  Credit  to  their  Parents, 
flie  frequently  procured  Places  for  them;  or, 
if  (he  failed  in  her  Endeavours,  (he  always 
made  them  fenfible  how  much  (he  was  pleaf- 
ed  with  their  Obedience,  and  Oeconomy. 

It  was  in  returning  Home  from  one  of 
thefe  delightful  Rambles,  in  which  the  Eye 
is  not  more  feafted  than  the  Mind,  that  they 
met,  in  a  narrow  Lane,  a  Waggon  full  of 
Furniture,  which  had  once  been  very  fplendid, 
but  was  now  diflinguifhed  more  by  its  tat- 
tered Condition  than  its  Beauty,  and  feemed 
the  Wreck  of  Grandeur. 

Being  inquifitive  to  know  who  could  be 
the  Owner  of  thefe  paltry  Remains  of  Great- 
nefs,  they  inquired  of  the  Waggoner,  where 
he  was  going  with  them?  and  he  told  them, 
to  a  fmall  Houfe  upon  Brixton  Heath.  But 
how  furprized  were  they,  when  he  added, 
that  they  were  the  Property  of  the  Lovelaces, 
\vho,  being  diftreffed  for  Money  to  pay  their 
Rent,  were  extremely  glad  to  have  any 
Houfe  to  lodge  their  Furniture  in  before  the 
Landlord  feized  upon  it.  Mrs.  Windham. 
could  not  refrain  from  Weeping  at  this  Cir- 
cumftance ;  and  Conflantia  was  extremely  af- 

fetfed, 
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fefted,  to  think  how  much  inclined  (he  was 
at  one  Time  to  have  lived  the  didipated  life 
which  had  reduced  the  Lovelaces  to  this  piti- 
able Condition.  A  Recolle6lion  of  her  Folly 
made  her  very  melancholy  the  whole  Even- 
ing ;  and  Mifs  Stilton,  her  Governefs,  was 
the  only  one  of  the  Party  who  could  eat  any 
Supper  that  Night ;  for  Mr.  Windham,  who 
had  been  in  London  lately,  had  heard  fuch 
a  deplorable  Account  of  the  Poverty,  the 
Extravagance,  and  the  Idlenefs  of  the  Love- 
laces, that  they  were  quite  (hocked  to  think 
any  of  their  Fellow-Creatures  (hould  dif- 
grace  themfelves  by  fuch  unjuftifiable  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  Windham  had  been  affured  by  Mr. 
Fofterby,  Lady  Lovelace's  firft  Coufm,  that 
Sir  Robert  and  her  Ladyfhip  had  been  more 
profufe  in  their  Table,  more  coftly  in  their 
Drefs,  and  more  inattentive  to  Impofitions 
from  Servants,  fince  they  had  fold  the  Family 
Eftate,  than  they  were  before ;  and  that,  in- 
ftead  of  living  more  retired  in  the  Country 
than  in  the  Town,  they  had  fquandered  more 
Money  than  ever  they  did  when  they  refided 
at  their  Manfion  only  fix  Months  out  of  the 
twelve;  that,  as  their  Wealth  diminifhed, 
their  Jnfolence  increafed,  and  that  Mifs 

Bell 
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Bell  Lovelace  fat  pouting  upon  a  Form  the 
whole  Evening  at  Etherington  Ball,  becaufe 
there  was  no  Young  Gentleman  in  the  Room 
of  fufficient  Confequence  for  her  to  Dance 
with ;  though  Mr.  Mawbey  and  his  three 
Sons  were  of  the  Company ;  but  Mifs  Bell 
had  been  heard  to  fay,  that  her  Mother, 
J^ady  Lovelace,  had  declared  that  (he  could 
never  bring  herfelf  to  confider  men  in  Bufi- 
nefs  as  Gentlemen,  however  large  their  In- 
come, or  agreeable  their  Manners  might  be. 
"  If  Fortune  and  Behaviour,"  (he  would 
fometimes  fay  to  her  Daughters,  "  make  a 

Gentleman,   Mr.  Strange  the has  as 

much  Pretenfion  to  our  Acquaintance  as  my 
Lord  Munfter  and  Sir  Frederick  Gutteridge." 

Mr.  Fofterby  had  likewife  informed  Mr. 
Windham,  that  if  the  Debts  were  to  be  paid 
which  they  had  contrafted  in  the  hft  two 
Months,  the  Amount  would  be  found  to  be 
more  than  they  had  to  receive  from  all  their 
Tenants,  who  weie  often  dunned  for  their 
Rent  before  it  was  due,  and  were  fo  extremely 
opprelfed  that  they  could  not  afford  to  im- 
prove the  Land. 

"  My  dear  Conftantia,"  faid  Mrs.  Wind- 
ham,  embracing  her,  "  are  you  not  glad 

that 
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that  your  Father  paited  with  his  Hounds,  his 
Hunters,  and  his  Town  Houfe?  And  do  you 
not  feel  much  obliged  to  him  for  making 
thefe  Sacrifices  before  it  was  too  late?  He 
might  have  fquandered  away  your  Fortune 
in  Purfuits  of  this  Kind,  without  being  taken 
to  Tafk  for  it;  and,  inftead  of  being  in  the 
profperous  Circumftances  we  are  in,  we  might 
have  been  in  the  Predicament  that  Lady 
Lovelace  and  her  Daughters  are  reprefented 
to  be  in  at  this  Moment. 

But  your  Father  confulted  our  Welfare 
more  than  his  own  Pleafure  ;  and  I  hope  the 
happy  Confequences  refulting  from  this  firm- 
nefs  of  Mind  will  difpofe  you,  when  you 
have  a  Family  of  your  own,  to  refign  every 
Difplay  of  Wealth  with  a  good  Grace,  except 
fuch  as  you  can  well  afford  to  exhibit. 

4t  Our  artificial  Wants  are  as  numerous 
as  our  real  Neceffi ties;  and  there  is  fome- 
thing  fo  contemptible,  in  depriving  ourfelves 
of  the  latter  that  we  may  poffefs  the  former, 
that  if  you  were  not  now  and  then  to  meet 
with  Characters  who  do  what  I  refer  to,  you 
would  think  it  was  impoflible  that  there 
could  be  a  Man  and  Woman  in  the  World 
fo  dependant  on  the  Opinion  of  others  for 

their 
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their  Happinefs.  But  while  one  Perfon  de- 
nies herfelf  a  clean  Houfe  and  a  chearful 
Fire,  that  her  Neighbours  may  have  the  fight 
of  her  crazy  Vehicle  waiting  at  her  Door  for 
Hours  together;  and  another  beftows  the 
Remnant  of  her  Purfe  upon  an  Ornament,  at 
the  inftant  that  the  Cry  of  Hunger,  or  the 
Complaints  of  Sicknefs  make  Demands  upon 
her  Compaflion ;  my  Advice  is  not  unnecef- 
fary,  particularly  as  we  are  all  inclined, 
Conjlantiat  to  outvie  our  Acquaintance  in  thofe 
Things  which  have  not  the  remoteft  Con- 
ne&ion  with  our  Refpeftability  or  our  Vir- 
tue. But,  though  an  Individual  cannot  pay 
themfelves  a  worfe  Compliment  than  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  they  (hall  be  better  received  by 
the  World,  if  they  kept  a  fine  Carriage  and 
a  fine  Houfe  ;  yet  it  is  aftonifliing  how  many 
proud  People  fall  into  this  Error ;  a  Miftake 
which  you  would  fuppofe  their  Vanity  would 
prevent  them  from  committing,  if  you  did 
not  behold  it  exemplified  every  Day. 

"  But  you  may  depend  upon  it,  my  dear 
Conftantia,  that  Perfons  are  appreciated  ac- 
cording to  Merit  by  all  thofe  whofe  Judgment 
is  worth  fecuring,  and  that  they  who  make  a 
contrary  Eftimate,  have  either  a  very  feeble 
Mind,  or  make  a  wrong  Ufe  of  it,  by  per- 
mitting 
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mitting  it  to  be  influenced  by  the  Flu&ua- 
tions  of  Fortune,  and  the  Splendor  of  Ap- 
pearances. 

"  Remember,  my  dear  Conflantia,  that 
the  Mind  is  the  Seat  of  Happinefs,  becaufe, 
while  you  keep  this  in  View,  you  will  never 
be  the  Dupe  of  Affe&ation,  Ignorance,  or 
Folly.— The  Recolleaion  filences  the  Sug- 
geflions  of  Pride,  and  effectually  prevents  the 
undue  Influence  of  Cuftom,  which  has  a  very 
prevalent  Voice,  when  it  is  not  oppofed  by 
the  unerring  Guide  of  Religion." 

Conflantia  thanked  her  Mother  for  her 
Advice,  and  began  to  confider  whether  (he 
could  not  be  inflrumental  in  faving  one  of 
thefe  ill-educated  Girls  from  Deftru6tion,  and 
countera6l  in  fome  Meafure,  the  fad  Example 
of  fo  though tlefs  a  Mother  as  Lady  Love- 
lace. 

She  had  been  always  partial  to  Emily 
Lovelace,  and  fhe  now  entreated  Mrs.  Wind- 
ham's  Permiflion  to  invite  her  to  fpend  a 
Month  with  them  at  the  Hermitage.  Mrs. 
Windham  had  no  Obje£lion  to  Conftantia's 
Propofal ;  and  Mifs  Stilton  (her  Governefs) 
was  deputed  to  go  to  Brixton  Heath,  with 
the  Offer.  As 
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As  Mifs  Stilton  had  never  been  intro- 
duced to  the  Lovelace  Family  in  their  Prof- 
perity,  (he  could  have  no  Idea  of  the  mi- 
ferable  Exhibition  they  would  make  in 
Adverfity,  or  fhe  would  have  been  deterred 
from  undertaking  fo  formidable  an  Embafly. 

When  fhe  arrived  at  their  uncomfortable 
Dwelling,  which  had  not  a  whole  Window 
in  it,  nor  any  other  Veftige  of  being  inha- 
bited, than  that  the  Gates  and  Door  were 
wide  open,  fhe  inquired  for  Lady  Lovelace, 
and  was  fhewn  into  a  Parlour  by  a  young 
Woman  drefled  in  yellow  Shoes,  ragged 
Stockings,  and  a  flowered  Chintz  Gown, 
which  feemed  to  be  dropping  off  her  Back 
for  want  of  the  united  Afliftance  of  a  Needle 
and  Thread. 

Unaccuftomed  to  fuch  a  Sight,  except 
as  fhe  accidentally  rode  through  the  narrow 
Streets  in  London,  where  fuch  Spe6lacles 
meet  the  Eye  in  every  Direction,  Mifs  Stil- 
ton entered  the  Apartment  with  no  Idea  of 
beholding  any  thing  more  comfortable. 

She  was  right  in  her  Conje&ure;     for 

the  Room  was  one  Scene  of  general  Confu- 

fion.     The  Carpet,   which  was  ftrewed  with 

T  Shreds 
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Shreds  of  divers  Dimenfions,  feemed  not  to 
have  had  a  Broom  on  it  for  Years ,-  and  the 
Tables  were  as  unfit  for  Ufe  as  they  were  ill 
calculated  for  the  Room  they  were  in,  which 
was  hung  round  with  different  coloured  Pa- 
per, that  appeared  to  have  been  pafted  on 
by  fome  Perfon  who  thought  that  Unifor- 
mity was  no  Beauty. 

In  this  melancholy  abode  Mifs  Stilton 
waited  a  whole  Hour  before  Lady  Lovelace 
made  her  Appearance ;  for,  being  in  Difha- 
bille  when  the  Carriage  flopt  at  the  Gate, 
(he  thought  it  neceflary  to  hurry  out  of  the 
Room  through  a  Door  that  led  into  the 
Kitchen,  to  avoid  meeting  her  Vifitor  in  the 
Paffage;  for  fuch  only  it  was,  though,  fince 
the  Lovelaces  had  taken  Pofleffion  of  it,  it 
had  been  dignified  with  the  Appellation  of 
a  Hall. 

The  Effe6ls  of  her  Toilette  were  very 
vifible  when  (he  entered;  for  her  Muflin 
Robe,  which  had  contrafted  a  deep  Border 
in  fweeping  the  Stair-cafe  on  its  Road  from 
the  Chamber  to  the  Parlour,  was  put  on  with 
the  gre^eft  Exaftnefs,  while  the  Richnefs 
of  the  Lace  that  trimmed  it,  difplayed  the 
Tafte  of  the  Wearer. 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  waited  upon  you,  Lady  Love- 
lace, with  Mrs.  Windham's  Compliments, 
who  is  very  defirous  of  feeing  Mifs  Emily 
Lovelace  at  the  Hermitage  for  a  (hort  Time." 

"  I  (hall  be  extremely  glad  of  the  Oppor- 
tunity of  having  her  out  of  my  Way,  Mifs 
Stilton,"  replied  her  Ladyfhip  ;  "  for  fhe 
and  her  Sifters  are  running  about  the  Road 
all  Day,  and  really  my  Nerves  cannot  fup- 
port  the  Noife  they  make,  or  I  would  have 
them  more  with  me." 

"  I  fhould  think,  Madam,"  faid  Mifs 
Stilton,  "  that  they  might  amute  themfelves 
in  fuch  a  Way  as  that  you  would  find  no 
Inconvenience  from  their  Company.  Draw- 
ing, Embroidery,  and  Reading,  with  the  Study 
of  the  Globes,  and  Writing  English  or  French 
Exercifes,  are  all  filent  Occupations." 

"  Dear  Mifs  Stilton,  how  can  you  fliock 
me  fo !  the  very  Idea  makes  my  Blood  nan 
cold.  Why,  Madam,  I  (hould  fancy  myfelt' 
a  Village  School-Miflrefs  at  once." 

"  It    is   very  much    the   Fafhion    now, 
Madam,  for  Mothers  to  fupeiintend  the  Edu- 
cation of  their  Daughters ;    and  who,  Lady 
T  2  Lovelace, 
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Lovelace,  can  take  fuch  an  Interefl  in  this 
important  Affair  as  the  Woman  that  gave 
them  being?" 

*'  It  all  is  very  true,"  returned  her  Laclyfhip ; 
"  but,  Mifs  Stilton,  I  am  not  equal  to  the 
Fatigue;  and  if  I  were  ftronger,  the  Sorrows 
that  prey  upon  my  Mind  would  alone  unfit 
me  for  the  Undertaking.'* 

"  If  that  were  your  only  Inability,  I 
think  you  would  find  that  the  Employ  would 
operate  as  a  Cure  for  a  vaft  many  of  your 
Ladyfhip's  Complaints." 

"  If  I  thought  it  had  a  Tendency  to  do 
that,  Mifs  Stilton,  I  would  inflruft  them  ; 
for  I  can't  fpare  Cafh  at  this  Time  to  put 
them  to  School ;  and  I  am  not  quite  content 
that  Girls  at  their  Age  (hould  be  under  no 
Controul." 


"  Pardon  me,  Madam  ;  but  I  think  the 
Mifs  Lovelaces,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  will  fuf- 
fer  from  this  irregular  Way  of  Life,  which 
fubje&s  them  to  no  Authority  whatever,  and 
inverts  the  Order  of  Nature." 
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"  We  have  been  fo  unfortunate,  Mifs 
Stilton,  that  every  Allowance  ought  to  be 
made  for  me;  and,  though  nobody  loves 
their  Children  better  than  I  do,  my  Engage- 
ments have  always  prevented  my  attending 
to  them  till  we  removed  here;  and  what 
Heart  can  I  have  to  begin  fuch  an  arduous 
Work  in  this  defoiate  Spot  ?" 

"  I  think  your  Objection  an  additional 
Reafon,  as  it  will  be  a  confiderable  Amufe- 
ment  to  you  ;  and,  if  I  thought  your  Lady- 
(hip  would  not  fancy  that  I  was  trifling  with 
your  Feelings,  I  would  add,  that,  in  the  Dif- 
charge  of  this  Duty  you  would  enjoy  a  Hap- 
pinefs  which  you  have  never  yet  felt." 

44  You  are  not  talking  to  a  Philofopher, 
Mifs  Stilton." 

"  No,  Madam ;  but  I  am  appealing  to 
the  Feelings  of  a  Mother." 

"  Pray,  Mifs  Stilton,  why  does  not  your 
Friend  Mrs.  Windham  take  this  Charge  upon 
herfelf?" 

"  Becaufe  fhe  does  not  think  herfelf  qua- 
lified for  it,  Madam." 

T  3  "  Why 
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"  Why  it  is  generally  fuppofed  that  fhe 
is  a  fenfible  accomplifhed  Woman." 

"  Mrs.  Windham  has  had  a  decent  Edu- 
cation, Madam;  but  by  no  Means  an  accom- 
plifhed one.  Her  Parents  were  not  in  a 
Situation  to  beftow  much  Money  in  procu- 
ring the  Afliftance  of  Matters  for  her ;  but 
fhe  was  taught  the  neceflary  Branches  of  In- 
flru&ion,  and,  having  cultivated  her  Under- 
flanding,  fhe  appears  to  more  Advantage  than 
many  other  Women  who  have  had  much  fu- 
perior  Opportunities  of  improving  them- 
ielves." 

By  the  Time  Mifs  Stilton  had  concluded 
her  Eulogium  on  Mrs.  Windham,  the  three 
Hoydens  entered,  with  Muflin  Frocks  torn 
and  draggled,  with  their  Shoes  down  at  Heel, 
and  their  Hair  in  fad  Diforder. 

"  Good  Morning  to  you  Ladies!  I 
hope  I  fee  you  all  well." 

"  My  dear  Louifa,  Why  don't  you  re- 
turn fome  Kind  of  Anfwer  to  Mifs  Stilton's 
civil  Enquiry?  and  Belinda,  Where  is  your 
Curtefy?  Emily,  my  dear,"  continued  Lady 
Lovelace,  "  you  are  going  to  the  Hermitage 

for 
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for  a  few  Days  ;  and  fo  go  and  order  Lucy 
Flint  to  put  your  bed  Slip  and  three  or  four 
Cambric  Muflin  Frocks  in  theBaridbox,  which 
(lie  will  find  full  of  Feathers  upon  my 
Drawers." 

Away  (kipped  Emily  in  fearch  of  Lucy 
Flint,  but  no  Lucy  was  to  be  found  ;  the 
Girl  was  gone  to  the  Baker's,  for  there  was 
no  Bread  in  the  Houfe,  (and  (he  was  fo  much 
afhamed  of  not  having  a  Loaf  to  put  before 
the  fine  Footman  who  had  attended  Mifs 
Stilton,  and  was  now  lounging  in  the  Kitch- 
en) that  (he  had  run  of  her  own  Accord  to 
the  Baker's,  forgetting  that  there  was  nobody 
but  (he  to  anfwer  the  Bell,  and  do  a  thou- 
fand  other  Things  which  were  generally 
ordered  to  be  done  in  the  fame  inftant  of 
Time. 

When  Lady  Lovelace  heard  of  her  Ab- 
fence,  (he  declared  that  (he  fhould  be  turned 
away  the  Moment  (he  could  procure  another ; 
but  the  Threat  did  not  intimidate  the  Girl ; 
for  her  Miftrefs  faid  the  fame  Thing  every 
Time  (he  difpleafed  her,  "which  was  generally 
many  Times  in  a  Day, 

The 
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The  Bandbox  was  at  laft  put  into  the 
Chaife,  and  Mifs  Stilton  left  this  Habitation 
of  Wretchednefs  without  much  Regret  as  far 
as  (he  was  concerned. 

As  they  journeyed  along,  Mifs  Stilton, 
eager  to  entice  her  young  Companion  into  a 
Converfation  fuited  to  her  Years,  remarked 
how  much  taller  fhe  was  than  Mifs  Wind- 
ham,  and  afked  what  her  Age  was.  But  fhe 
could  not  fatisfy  Mifs  Stilton's  Enquiries  ; 
fhe  had  heard  her  Mamma  fay  how  old  fhe 
was,  but  fhe  had  quite  forgotten  whether  it 
was  eleven  or  thirteen. 

Mifs  Stilton  marvelled  at  her  extreme 
Ignorance;  but  made  no  Remark  that  was 
-calculated  to  prejudice  her  againft  herfelf; 
as  (he  was  in  Hopes  of  convincing  her  of  the 
Pleafure  of  attending  to  what  fhe  read  and 
heard,  before  fhe  returned  her  again  to  Lady 
Lovelace. 

Whatever  Queftion  Mifs  Stilton  put  to 
Emily,  fhe  was  totally  unprovided  with  an 
Anfwer  except  it  referred  to  Drefs,  Cofme- 
tics,  Routs,  and  Balls ;  and  thefe  Subjects 
fhe  was  fo  continually  introducing,  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  others,  of  which  fhe 

knew 
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knew  nothing,  that  Mifs  Stilton  was  very 
glad  to  find  herfelf  by  the  Side  of  her  amia- 
ble Pupil  once  again,  and  took  Occafion  to 
obferve  how  extremely  uninformed  Mifs 
Emily  Lovelace  was. 

"  She  has  had  no  Opportunities  of  being 
otherwife  than  ignorant/'  replied  Conftan- 
tia  ;  "  and  therefore  (lie  is  not  to  be  cen- 
fured  for  what  is  more  a  Misfortune  than  a 
Choice." 

11  It  gives  me  Pleafure  to  hear  you  plead 
for  the  negle&ed  Emily,"  anfwereu  Mifs  Stil- 
ton ;  "  and  I  hope  your  Example  will  be  of 
Ufe  to  her  while  fhe  is  on  her  Vifit  here. 
But,"  continued  the  Governefs,  '*  Does 
fhe  know  nothing,  Mifs  Windham  ?  Has  (he 
never  been  at  School  ?" 

41  They  had  a  Governefs  in  the  Houfe 
till  very  lately,"  faid  Conflantia  ;  "  but  poor 
Emily  was  not  a  favourite  with  her  ;  and  I 
believe  (lie  profited  very  little  by  Mademoi- 
felle's  Inanitions." 

"  Her  Cafe  is  a  very  pitiable  one,"  re- 
turned Mifs  Stilton;  "  for  (he does  not  feem 
to  have  a  Mother  that  will  take  the  Trouble 

of 
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of  educating  her."  Her  Mother  is  not  capa- 
ble of  doing  it,"  anfwered  Conftantia.  "  She 
•can  dance  gracefully,  and  paint  Flowers  upon 
Silk  like  an  Artift  ;  but  (he  makes  themoft  ridi- 
culous Blunders  relative  to  the  Situation  of  her 
own  Country,  or  the  Government  of  it,  that 
can  poffibly  be  made  ;  and,  if  (he  can  read,  fhe 
cannot  fpell ;  for  I  have  often  feen  her  want 
of  Orthography  in  my  Mamma's  Cards.'* 

"  If  that  is  the  Cafe,  Conftantia,  Lady 
Lovelace  is  more  to  be  pitied  than  I  ima- 
gined.*1 

"  I  don't  fee  what  Excufe  can  be  made 
for  a  Woman  that  Squanders  away  her  For- 
tune as  fhe  does,  and  expofes  her  Children 
to  the  Derifion  of  her  Acquaintance." 

"  I  can  pardon  your  being  Angry  with 
Lady  Lovelace,  my  dear  Mifs  Windharrj  ; 
but  I  requeft  you  not  to  habituate  yourfelf 
to  fay  every  Thing  you  think.  Cenfure, 
however  juft,  makes  Enemies ;  and  I  fhould 
be  forry  for  my  dear  Pupil  to  have  one  in 
the  World." 

"  I  never  faid  fo  much  of  Lndy  Lovelace 
before,"  anfwered  Conftantia,  mildly;  "  but 

I  was 


THE    STRUGGLE.  22? 

I  was  hurt  to  think  that  poor  Emily  was  de- 
fpifed  for  her  Mothei's  Faults." 

"Pardon  me,  Mifs  Windham ;  I  hope 
I  did  not  intimate  that  I  defpifed  Emily." 

"  I  thought  you  did,  Madam,"  returned 
Conftantia  penfively,  wiping  a  fiarting  Tear 
from  her  Eye ;  <c  but  here  (he  comes,  Mifs 
Stilton ;  and  do  let  us  be  gay. 

"  I  hope  you  found  your  Room  comfor- 
table, Mifs  Lovelace,"  faid  Conflantia. 

"  Every  Thing  was  in  nice  Order,  in- 
deed, Mifs  Windham;  except  that  there  was 
no  Pole-Glafs  there." 

"  A  Pole-Glafs,"   repeated    Conflantia: 
"  What  is  it?" 
- 

41  A  Glafs  to  fee  if  your  Ringlets  are  ad- 
jufted  properly  behind." 

"  There  is  one  in  my  Room,  which  I 
will  order  into  your's,"  interrupted  the  Go- 
vernefs,'  "  for  I  have  no  Ufe  for  it." 

Con- 
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Conftantia  heaved  a  Sigh  ;  (lie  knew  that 
Mifs  Stilton  meant  to  convey  her  Difappro- 
bation  of  Emily's  Attention  to  her  Drefs; 
and  (he  was  afraid  that,  before  Mifs  Stilton 
became  acquainted  with  Mifs  Emily  Lovelace's 
good  Qualities,  (he  would  take  a  Diflike  to 
her  which  no  fubfequent  Reformation  would 
remove;  and  (he  was  very  anxious  that  her 
Governefs  (hould  be  fond  of  her,  becaufe  (he 
wifhed  to  have  her  Vifit  prolonged  beyond 
the  Time  her  Mother  firft  propofed. 

But  every  Word  Emily  fpoke  betrayed  a 
Mind  fo  engrofled  by  Vanity,  that  Conftan- 
tia  was  afraid  of  talking  to  her,  and  longed 
for  Night  to  come  that  fhe  might  creep  into 
her  Apartment,  and  give  her  fome  Hints  re- 
ipe&ing  her  Behaviour  in  the  Prefence  of 
her  Mamma  and  her  Governefs. 

After  Dinner  Mrs.  Windham  propofed 
taking  a  Walk,  with  her  Daughter  and  Mifs 
Lovelace,  to  Sufan  Batfon's,  a  poor  Woman 
who  was  confined  with  a  bad  Leg,  and  had 
been  often  noticed  by  Mrs.  Windham  as 
keeping  her  feven  Children  very  neat  and 
clean,  notwithftanding  her  affli&ive  Situa- 
tion. 

When 
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When  they  entered  her  Apartment  (he 
\vas  lying  on  a  decent  Bed  with  white  Calico 
Curtains ;  and  when  Mrs.  Windham  ex- 
prefled  her  Surprize  at  feeing  her  better  ac- 
commodated than  when  (he  law  her  laft,  (he 
told  her  that  it  was  Mifs  Windham's  prefent. 
"  Conftantia  could  not  have  beftowed  her 
monthly  Allowance  on  a  more  proper  Ob- 
je6l,"  returned  Mrs.  Windham;  "  nor  fpent 
it  more  to  my  Satisfa&ion ;  and,"  looking 
at  Mifs  Lovelace,  fhe  faid,  "  Do  you  often 
furprize  your  Mamma  in  this  Way,  Mifs 
Emily?" 

Emily  was  dumb.  She  was  afhamed-  of 
Lady  Lovelace  and  herfelf ;  but  Conftantia 
faid  to  her  Mother  (as  Emily  was  playing 
with  a  Girl  of  Mrs.  Batfon's)  "  I  (hall  never 
defpair,  Madam,  of  forming  her  to  my  Mind, 
while  fhe  is  capable  of  blufhing." 

«'  It  is  a  Symptom  of  Goodnefs  at  lead," 
replied  Mrs.  Windham ;  "  and  I  wifti  you 
may  be  fuccefsful  in  your  undertaking  ;  but 
I  am  afraid  the  Example  of  her  deluded  Mo- 
ther has  done  her  an  Injury  which  your 
Love  and  Concern  cannot  remedy ;  but," 
added  Mrs.  Windham,  as  if  fhe  checked  her- 
felf for  being  fo  explicit, — "  the  Attempt 
u  ought 
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ought  not  to  be  flighted.     We  are  to  con- 
fider  Duty,  and  not  Events." 

Conftantia  loved  her  Mother  more  dearly 
than  ever  for  this  encouraging  Speech ;  for 
fhe  was  bent  upon  reforming  Emily  Lovelace  ; 
and  all  my  little  Readers  know  how  flattering 
it  is  to  have  their  Friends  approve  of  their 
Schemes. 

After  Mrs.  Windham  had  ordered  Sufan 
Batfon  to  fend  to  her  Apothecary  in  the 
Village  when  fhe  needed  Advice,  fhe  took 
her  Leave;  and  Emily  told  Conftantia,  as 
fhe  quitted  the  Cottage,  that  it  was  the  firft 
poor  Child  fhe  had  ever  kifled ;  and,  lifting 
up  her  right  Hand,  fhe  exclaimed  "  O  !  how 
angry  would  Lady  Lovelace  have  been  if  fhe 
had  feen  me." 

"  Pardon  me,"  replied  Conftantia;  "  for 
making  a  Remark  which  refle&s  on  your 
Mother;  but  I  think  her  Anger  would  be 
improperly  manifefted." 

"  She  can't  endure  Beggars,"  anfwered 
Emily,  rather  fcornfully,  having  imbibed  her 
Mother's  Manners  without  her  Prejudices. 

"  SuCin 
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"  Sufan  Batfon  is  not  a  Beggar,"  return- 
ed Conftantia,  fomewhat  hurt. 

"  If  (he  is  not  a  Beggar,"  replied  the 
other,  "  fhe  lives  upon  Chanty  ;  and  where- 
in confifts  the  Difference  ?" 

"  The  Difference  is  confiderable,"  re- 
turned Conftantia. 

"  Make  it  appear,"  faid  Emily. 

• 

"  You  have  hurt  me  too  much,"  return- 
ed Conftantia,  "  to  begin  an  Argument  with 
you ;  but  I  am  forry  that  the  little  Batfons 
beftowed  their  Kiftes  upon  a  Perfon  who  treats 
them  with  fucli  Contempt." 
1 

"  Why  you  aftoniQi  me,  Mifs  Windham. 
Contempt !  why  my  Mamma  has  taught  me 
to  confider  them  as  much  my  Inferiors  as  if 
they  were  little  Dogs  and  Cats.  She  always 
calls  them  Creatures  ,•  and  fays,  that  they 
are  not  like  us,  though  (lie  ca'nt  define  the 
Difference." 

"  I   am   forry   that    Lady  Lovelace  has 

given  you  fuch  a  falfe  Idea  of  Human  Nature, 

Mifs  Emily ;  I  know  of  no  eflfential  Differ- 

u  2  ence 
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ence  between  one  Human  Being  and  another, 
but  what  is  occafioned  by  Education,  For- 
tune, and  Rank." 

"  I  long  to  tell  my  Mamma  your  Opi- 
nion, Mifs  Windham  ;  for  there  is  a  very 
little  neat  Cottage  clofe  by  our  Houfe,  and 
a  Number  of  pretty  Children  are  generally 
fitting  at  the  Door;  but  I  have  never  fpokeu 
to  them,  becaufe  I  thought  it  would  difpleafe 
my  Mamma." 

"  I  can't  think  Lady  Lovelace  would 
difapprove  of  your  noticing  them,  Emily." 

"  You  don't  know  my  Mamma.  She  is 
as  different  from  your's  as  it  is  poffible  for 
two  Perfons  to  be." 

<c  1  have,  indeed,  a  charming  Mother," 
replied  Conflantia. 


'«  After  they  had  finifhcd  their  Te3, 
flantia  went  to  her  Harpfichord  ;  but,  as 
Emily  feemed  to  know  very  little  of  Mufic, 
flie  afked  her  Mamma's  Permiflion  to  fit  at 
the  working  Table  ;  and  (he  requefted  Emily 
to  read  to  her  while  (he  finifhed  a  Carpet 
that  (he  was  doing  for  her  Mamma  to  put  on 

the 
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the  Drawing  Room  Hearth  ; — but  Emily  read 
fo  faft  that  Mrs.  Windham  could  not  diftin- 
guifh  one  Word  from  another  :  And,  though 
Mifs  Stilton  took  the  Liberty  of  defiring  that 
(he  would  notread  fo  rapidly,  (he hurried  over 
Sentence  after  Sentence,  without  the  leaft 
Regard  to  Commas,  Colons,  or  Periods  ;  be- 
fides  founding  the  W  when  (he  (hould  have 
founded  the  V. 

• 

Mrs.  Windham  was  fo  extremely  con- 
cerned to  hear  the  Tales  in  the  "  Evenings 
at  Home"  murdered  by  the  falfe  pronunci- 
ation of  this  ill  educated  young  Woman, 
that  (he  obferved  how  necefiary  it  was  to 
keep  Stops  to  find  out  the  Meaning  of  the 
Writer. 

v 

She  then  afked  her  Daughter  to  read  a 
Story  out  of  the  fame  Book.  Emily  now  again 
regretted  her  own  Ignorance;  and,  retiring 
to  a  Corner  of  the  Room,  fobbed  fo  loud  that 
Conftantia  was  obliged  to  lay  afide  her  Book, 
and  affure  her  young  Friend  that  fhe  would 
be  able  to  Read  as  well  as  herfelf  before  (he 
left  the  Hermitage. 

Emily  was  comforted  by  the  Kindnefs  of 
Conftantia,  and  appeared  very  Cheerful  at 
Supper,  u  3  This 
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This  Difpofition  was  too  amiable  for 
Mrs.  Windham  to  overlook ;  and  (he  entreated 
Mifs  Stilton  to  take  Notice  of  her  during  her 
Vifit,  and  to  hear  her  read  every  Day. 

"  That  I  will  do  with  great  Pleafure," 
returned  Mifs  Stilton  ;  "  for  fhe  would  have 
been  a  lovely  Girl  if  ihe  had  had  the  Advan- 
tages which  fhe  ought  to  have  had." 

"  Lady  Lovelate's  Conduft  is  certainly 
very  cenfu fable,"  faid  Mrs.  Windham  ;  "but 
there  is  fome  Allowance  to  be  made  for  a 
Woman,  Mifs  Stilton,  who  looks  into  her 
Glafs  oftener  than  fhe  looks  into  a  Book ; 
which  is  her  Cafe." 

"  I  don't  exa&ly  comprehend  why  we 
are  to  make  an  Allowance  for  the  Effeft  of 
Vanity  !" 

"  Becaufe  I  fhould  have  informed  you, 
that  Lady  Lovelace  was  inftru&ed  by  her 
Mother  to  depend  upon  her  Face  for  a  Situ- 
ation in  Life  equal  to  her  ambitious  Wifhes. 
Her  Beauty  was  the  Theme  of  Converfation 
from  the  Time  that  (he  could  fpeak  till  (he 
became  Sir  Robert's  Wife ;  and  the  Money 
that  fhould  have  procured  her  Accomplish- 

ments 
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ments  of  various  Kinds,  was  wafted  in  pur- 
chafing  finery  to  deck  a  Countenance  that 
needed  no  adorning." 

"  But,  having  attained  her  Wifhes,  I 
fliould  have  thought  (he  would  have  taken 
fome  pains  to  cultivate  her  Mind." 

"  Lady  Lovelace  always  delighted  in  the 
frivolous,"  returned  Mrs.  Windham;  "and 
to  enter  a  Room  gracefully,  and  fmile  figni- 
ficantly,  were  of  more  Importance,  in  her 
Eftimation,  than  to  poffefs  the  Art  of  im- 
proving the  Understanding.  And,  indeed, 
while  (he  did  little  elfe  than  give  and  attend 
Routs,  the  Graces  were  the  one  Thing  need- 
ful; but  now  that  (he  is  reduced  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  living  in  the  Country,  and  of  feeing 
none  but  her  own  Family,  (he  will  be  a  very 
diftreffed  and  a  very  unhappy  Woman ;  tho' 
perhaps,  by  giving  Emily  a  general  Idea  of 
pafling  her  Time  innocently  and  profitably, 
we  may  indire&ly  be  of  Ufe  to  Lady  Love- 
lace and  her  other  Daughters ;  for,  having 
no  Engagements,  (he  will  be  glad  to  get  In- 
ftru&ion  from  her  Child,  when  (he  perceives 
that  Emily's  Occupations  contribute  to  her 
Happinefs, 

PART 
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PART  THE  THIRD. 

_ 

IN  the  Morning,  Emily  Lovelace  came 
to  Breakfaft  in  a  Green  Beaver  trimmed  with 
Feathers,  and  was  very  much  furprized  to 
find  Mifs  Windham  not  prepared  for  a 
Walk. 

"  Conftantia  had  a  Holiday  Yeflerday," 
faid  Mrs.  Windham,  "  in  Compliment  to 
you,  Mifs  Lovelace  ;  but  (he  has  been  at 
her  Book  for  this  Hour  part,  and  will  remain 
with  Mifs  Stilton  till  three  o'Clock  ;  and  her 
Governefs,"  added  Mrs.  Windham,  c<  is  fo 
obliging  as  to  fay  that  you  (hall  be  admitted 
into  the  School-Room  and  benefit  by  her 
Inftru&ions,  if  it  is  perfe&ly  agreeable  to- 
you." 

"  If  it  was  not  for  expofing  my  Igno- 
rance," replied  Emily,  "  1  fhould  like  it  very 
much." 

"  Mifs  Stilton  is  not  unacquainted  with 
your  Difadvantages,  Mifs  Lovelace  ;  and  fhe 
will  convey  Information  to  you  in  a  Way 
that  (hall  not  hurt  your  Feelings." 

Emily 
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Emily  confented  to  join  them;  and, 
when  Breakfaft  was  over,  Mifs  Stilton  and 
her  Pupil  walked  into  the  Parlour  appro- 
priated to  that  Purpofe,  and  began  their 
various  Studies. 

When  the  Clock  ftruck  three,  Emily  was 
aftonifhed  at  the  fliortnefs  of  the  Morning, 
and  declared  that  fhe  thought  it  had  been  no 
more  than  twelve.  "  We  are  tired  to  Death/* 
faid  (lie,  "  at  Home,  long  before  this  Time  ; 
for  we  have  Nothing  to  do  when  we  have 
faid  our  French  and  Englifh  Leffons,  and 
played  the  Tunes  which  we  know  by  Rote 
upon  the  Harpfichord.  O  !  how  delightful 
it  is  to  feel  the  Mornings  fhort,  I  wifli  my 
Sifters  had  been  employed  as  happily  as  I 
have  been  ;  but  I  know  they  are  either 
iauntering  up  and  down  the  Terrace,  or 
afleep  upon  the  Bank.  I  wifh  they  were  here," 
It  would  be  cruel  to  deprive  your  Mamma  of 
their  Company,"  replied  Mifs  Stilton  ;  "  but 
I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  fuperintend  their 
Studies  when  you  return  Home ;  for  I  will 
put  you  in  a  Method  to  improve  yourfelf 
without  any  one's  A (li fiance,  before  you  leave 
me;  and  I  am  fure  that  Mifs  Windham  will 
be  happy  to  make  you  a  Prefent  of  fuch 
Books  as  will  be  neceflary  for  your  Perufal 

till 
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till  I  fee  you  again,  which    I  dare  fay  will 
not  be  very  long." 

Having  put  up  their  Work-Bags,  they 
went  into  the  fields,  and  enjoyed  themfelves 
till  it  was  time  to  drefs  for  Dinner.  Mrs. 
Windham  inquired  how  Mifs  Lovelace  liked 
Mifs  Stilton  ;  and  had  the  Satisfaction  to 
hear,  that  Conftantia's  Opinion  of  her  little 
Friend  did  her  Difcernment  great  Credit ;  for 
Mifs  Stilton  aifured  Mrs.  Windham,  that 
Emily  had  a  very  fine  Capacity,  and  that  (he 
conceived  (he  would  be  a  very  fenfible 
Woman. 

"  She  will  then  have  to  thank  you,  Mifs 
Stilton,  for  removing  the  Mift  of  Ignorance 
from  before  her  Eyes." 

"  I  zm  fully  repaid  by  her  Attention,** 
faid  Mifs  Stilton,  "  and  with  for  no  further 
Acknowledgment." 

The  Maps  were  brought  out  again  after 
Dinner,  for  it  rained  hard  and  prevented 
their  Walking;  and  Emily  was  able  to  de- 
fcribe  the  Situation  of  feveral  Counties,  of 
which  fhe  knew  nothing  in  the  Morning. 
This  aptnefs  encouraged  Mifs  Stilton  to  he 

affiduous 
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affiduous  in  her  Attention  to  Emily,  and  her 
Days  glided  on  till  the  forrowful  Morning 
arrived  on  which  her  Mother  demanded  her 
Home." 

That  was  a  gloomy  Day  indeed  ;  and 
Emily,  forgetting  the  Refpeft  due  to  Lady 
Lovelace  as  her  Mother,  flrangely  forgot  her- 
ielf;  for,  throwing  her  Arms  round  Mifs 
Stilton's  Neck,  (he  cried  in  an  impaflloned 
Tone,  "  I  cannot  think  why  my  Mamma 
wants  me  at  Home.  O  !  how  unhappy  (hall 
I  be  when  I  reach  that  dreary  Habitation." 

"  Pray  don't  diftrefs  me  by  your  unduti- 
fulnefs,"  replied  Mifs  Stilton,  "  trying  to 
difengage  herfelf  from  her  Embraces;  if  my 
Inftru&ion  has  no  better  Effe6l  on  you  than 
to  create  thefe  exhibitions  of  Paffionand  Self- 
iftinefs,  I  (hall  be  afhamed,  Mifs  Lovelace, 
for  any  one  to  know  that  you  have  been  my 
Pupil.  If  you  .value  my  Friendfhip,  there- 
fore, regard  my  Precepts;  and  never  fuppofe 
that  I  (hall  efteem  you,  while  you  are  capa- 
ble of  making  an  unfavourable  Refle&ion  on 
your  Mother." 

"  IF  (he  fails  in  her  Duty  to  you,  others 
will  Cenfure  her  fufficiently  without  your 

Affift- 
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Afliftance  ;  you  are  to  vindicate  her,  if  all 
the  World  condemns  her,  and  alleviate  her 
Cares,  though  it  were  certain  that  fhe  brought 
them  upon  herfelf  by  a  miftaken  Conduct. 

"  Exert  yourfelf  then,  my  dear  Emily, 
and  be  not  difcouraged  from  continuing  the 
various  Purfuits  that  have  engaged  your 
Mornings  in  this  Vifit.  Have  a  Plan  in  your 
Studies,  and  let  Nothing  divert  you  from 
your  Room  till  they  are  concluded,  except 
your  Mother's  Authority.  Her  Commands 
mud  be  obeyed;  but  Lady  Lovelace  will 
have  too  much  Prudence  to  interfere  with 
you  in  thofe  Hours  which  you  devote  to  the 
Improvement  of  your  Mind." 

Emily,  after  thanking  Mifs  Stilton  for 
her  Advice,  and  Mrs.  Windham  for  her  Kind- 
nefs,  took  Conftantia  by  the  Hand,  and  pray- 
ing that  (he  would  Write  to  her,  left  the 
Hermitage  as  difconfolate  as  fhe  could 
well  be. 

Her  Sifters  ran  out  to  meet  her,  and 
feemed  rather  clifturbed  at  her  returning 
without  fome  new  pattern  Cap,  which  (he 
had  promifed  to  obtain  for  them  from  Mifs 
Windham  ;  and  her  Mother  affured  her,  that 

(he 
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(he  fliould  not  have  fent  for  her  Home,  if 
(he  had  not  wanted  the  Bruffel's  L^pe  that 
trimmed  one  of  her  Drefles,  to  put  round  the 
Neck  of  her  Gown  by  Way  of  Ruff. 

This  Reception  was  not  calculated  to  in- 
force  Mifs  Stilton's  Advice;  but,  as  her 
Friendfhip  was  only  to  be  had  on  certain 
Terms,  Emily  was  determined  to  regulate  her 
Condu6t  by  them. 

In  the  Morning  fhe  rofe  feveral  Hours 
before  the  Family  was  ftirring,  and  arranged 
her  Books  in  a  little  light  Clofet  which  look- 
ed upon  a  green  Meadow  ;  to  which  fhe  re- 
tired as  foon  as  Breakfaft  was  over,  and  re- 
mained there  for  feveral  Hours,  in  fpite  of 
the  various  Stratagems  which  her  Sifters  con- 
trived with  an  Intention  of  diverting  her 
from  her  Purpofe, 

Lady  Lovelace  was  not  acquainted  with 
her  Reformation  for  near  a  Week  after  fhe 
came  Home,-  but  one  Day,  not  feeing  her 
with  the  two  others,  who  were  loitering  about 
the  Fields,  as  fhe  was  gazing  out  of  a  Win- 
dow, fhe  inquired  where  Emily  was,  and  re- 
ceived for  Anfwer,  that  fhe  was  immured  in 
her  Clofet.  *•  She  has  caught  this  Affeaa- 
x  tion 
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tion  of  Knowledge  from  Mifs  Windham,  I 
fuppofe,"  fa  id  her  Ladyfhip.  "  Yes,"  re- 
plied one  of  the  Girls;  "  and  fhe  wants  to 
make  us  as  pedantic  as  herfelf." 

Sir  Robert,  who  heard  this  Converfation, 
and  had  long  often  condemned  his  Wife's 
Negleft  of  Education  in  general  Terms, 
thought  this  an  exceeding  good  Time  to  ex- 
prefs  his  full  Difapprobation  of  her  Con- 
du6t.  Walking  into  the  Chamber  where  (he 
fat,  he  inquired  why  (he  countenanced  her 
other  Daughters  in  their  improper  Behaviour 
towards  Emily  Lovelace. 

Her  Ladyfhip,  who  had  not  been  in  the 
Habit  of  giving  Reafons  for  any  Part  of  her 
reprehenfible  Conduft,  fell  into  an  Hyfteric 
Fit  at  this  Aggravation  of  her  Sorrows,  as 
fhe  termed  it ;  and  defired  Sar  Robert  to  quit 
the  Room  till  fhe  was  better  able  to  fee  him. 
Sir  Robert  complied  with  her  Requeft,  and 
fent  Emily  to  her  Afliftance. 

Though  Lady  Lovelace  attributed  Sir 
Robert's  Difpleafure  to  the  Child  that  was 
now  officiating  as  her  Nurfe,  fhe  had  too 
much  Policy  to  acquaint  Emily  with  this 
Secret ;  for,  as  fhe  was  extremely  helplefs, 

through 
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through  Affe&ation  and  Indolence,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  that  fomebody  fhould 
attend  on  her  during  this  Evaporation  of 
Spleen  ;  and  neither  of  the  other  Daughters 
had  taken  the  lead  Notice  of  her,  though  (he 
had  fent  to  them  to  inform  them  of  her 
Situation. 

Emily,  totally  unconfcious  of  having 
done  any  thing  to  giieve  her  Mother,  re- 
peatedly afked  her  to  entruft  to  her  the  Caufe 
of  her  Uneafinefs;  for  it  was  evident  that 
Diflrefs  of  Mind  was  her  only  Complaint. 

Lady  Lovelace  refufed  doing  this,  but 
allured  her  it  was  on  her  Account. 

"  Surprifed  and  mortified  as  Emily  was 
at  this  Anfwer,  (he  tried  to  Another  her 
Grief,  and  was  doubly  afliduous  -:.n  render- 
ing her  Mother  any  Service;  and  this  Con- 
du£i  produced  in  Time  the  moft  flattering 
Conceflions  from  Lady  Lovelace  to  her. 

fl  Emily,"    fays   (he  one  Evening,   after 

•  the  good  Girl  had  been  rubbing  her  Temples 

with    Hartfhorn,    and    treading  on    tip-toe 

about   the  Room,    "  I  have  ill  deferved  all 

this  Kindnefs  and  Attention  from  you;  and 

x  2  1  can 
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I  can  no  longer  refrain  from  acknowledging 
my  unworthinefs.  My  future  Condu6t,  how- 
ever, (hall  atone  for  my  paft  Follies ;  and  I 
will  thank  you  to  call  Sir  Robert  in,  that  I 
may  declare  my  Intention  to  him."  Away 
ran  Emily,  and,  tapping  at  her  Father's  Cham- 
ber, requeued  him  with  an  unufual  Earneft- 
nefs  to  go  to  Lady  Loveliee* 

"  No,  my  dear  Emily,  I  think  I  had 
better  not ;  for  my  Prefence  feems  to  irritate 
her." 

"  You  will  have  no  Reafon  to  repent  of 
your  Vifit  this  Morning,  Sir,* 

"  Why  are  you  fo  anxious  for  me  to  go 
to  your  Mother,  Emily?" 


«  Ah,  Emily!  little  does  Lady  Lovelace 
know  what  a  Treafure  you  are." 

"  Lady  Lovelace  is  fenfible  of  her  Mif- 
take,  Sir,  and  expe&s  to  fee  you  immedi^ 
ately." 

Sir 
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Sir  Robert  could  not  ftay  to  hear  Emily 
finifh  her  Sentence.  "  Senfible  of  her  Mif- 
take !"  he  repeated  as  he  went  along  the 
PafTage.  "  O,  what  a  happy  Man  (hall  I  be, 
if  that  fhould  be  the  Cafe !  but  it  is  not  pof- 
fible.  Lady  Lovelace  cannot  be  otherwife 
than  flie  is." 

"  But  (he  can,"  uttered  a  low  Voice ;  for 
(he  had  heard  his  Moanings,  and  was  anxious 
to  confirm  Emily's  Meffage.  "  She  can,  with  a 
very  little  Refolution,  be  a  better  Wife,  a  bet- 
ter Mother,  a  more  agreeable  Companion,  and 
a  more  ufeful  Member  of  Society."- — "  'Tis 
too  much,"  replied  Sir  Robert.  "  Leave 
me  and  Emily  together,"  faid  her  Ladyfhip, 
"  this  Day;  and  I  will  join  you  at  the  Break- 
fail  Table  by  Ten  o'Clock  To-morrow." 

Sir  Robert  was  fo  facetious  and  chearful 
at  Tea  and  Supper,  that  Louifa  and  Belinda 
thought  he  had  an  Increafe  of  Fortune;  but 
to  Emily  alone  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Joy  re- 
vealed. 

By  Ten  o'Clock  Lady  Lovelace  was  neat- 
ly dreffed,   and  at  the  Breakfaft  Table;    and 
Louifa  and  Belinda  were  as  much  terrified  as 
if  they  had  met  a  Ghoft;  for  fhe  was  fo  pale 
x  3  and 


246  THE    STRUGGLE. 

and  languid,  that  they  concluded  (he  was 
going  to  die.  In  Sir  Robert's  Eyes,  however, 
fhe  was  more  lovely  than  (he  had  been  for 
Years.  Her  fimplicity  of  Drefs,  were  whole- 
fome  Signs  of  a  Reformation ;  and,  in  the 
midft  of  his  Misfortunes,  he  congratulated 
himfelf  on  being  a  happy  Man.  They  no 
longer  fled  from  themfelves,  and  from  each 
other ;  their  Mornings  were  devoted  to  their 
Children,  and  their  Evenings  were  fpent  in 
arranging  their  diflra£ted  Aifairs. 

Induftry  promotes  many  little  Plans  that 
would  be  crufhed  in  the  Hands  of  the  Slug- 
gard ;  and  by  ftudying  Oeconomy  in  the 
Management  of  their  daily  Concerns,  they 
were  able,  in  a  very  (hort  Time,  to  keep  an 
additional  Maid  Servant,  befide  a  decent- 
looking  Footman,  who  waited  upon  them, 
and  worked  occafionally  in  the  Garden. 

What  Lady  Lovelace  could  do  towards 
inftrufting  her  Daughters,  fhe  did  readily  ; 
and  Sir  Robert,  who  had  had  a  very  liberal 
Education,  fpent  feveral  Hours  with  them 
every  Day.  Such  a  Change  could  not  be 
unobferved  ;  and  a  Relation  of  Sir  Robert's, 
hearing  of  their  amiable  Amendment,  gave 
them  a  very  pretty  Houfe  in  his  Park,  and 

accom- 
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accommodated  the  Family  with  Fifh,  Poultry, 
Milk,  and  Fire-Wood. 

They  quitted  their  miferable  Abode  with 
Thankfulnefs,  and  found  their  new  Habita- 
tion furnifhed  with  every  Neceifary,  befides 
a  Number  of  Books  calculated  to  ftore  their 
Minds  with  ufeful  Knowledge. 

Emily  was  not  able  to  live  any  longer 
without  writing  an  Account  of  this  wonder- 
ful Revolution  to  Mifs  Stilton  ;  and  the 
following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  that  (he 
fent  on  the  Occalion. 

"  My  dear  Mifs  Stilton, 

"  We  are  removed  from  a  moft  hide- 
ous and  gloomy  Refidence  to  a  very  chearful 
one,  fituated  in  the  Middle  of  Sir  William 
Nefbit's  Park. 

"  From  our  Chamber  Window  we  fee  the 
Fawns  (kip  about,  and  hear  the  Birds  fing 
from  Morning  to  Night.  Do  prevail  with 
Mrs.  Windham  to  bring  you  and  Conftantia 
here. 

"  What 


248  THE    STRUGGLE. 

"  What  I  have  told  you  is  delightful  ; 
but  I  have  fomething  much  more  charming 
to  communicate. 

"  My  dear  Mamma  is  another  Being. 
She  and  my  Pappa  inftruft  us;  and  we  are 
all  as  happy  as  it  is  poffible  for  Creatures  to 
be.  Louifa  and  Belinda  wirti  to  fee  you  ; 
and  I  want  to  afk  you  a  thoufand  Queftions. 
I  am  not  fo  ignorant  as  when  I  was  at  the 
Hermitage ;  and  you  would  have  more  Plea- 
fure  in  my  Company  than  you  had  then,  if 
we  were  but  to  meet.  Of  When  will  that 
happy  Day  arrive? 

"  With  Love  to  Mifs  Windham, 

"  I  remain 
"  Your's  affe6lionately, 

«  EMILY  LOVELACE." 
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